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Effects of Father's Play Beliefs on Father-Child Interaction and Child’s Social Skills

Ye Sul Im  You Jin Han
Myoungji University

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate the effects of father’s play beliefs on father-child
interaction and child’s social skills. The subjects were 370 fathers of 1, 2 and 3 graders of elementary
schools who lived in Seoul and Gyeonggi area. The results were as follows; First, the differences were
found to be significant between the whole of father’s play hours, play focus beliefs, study focus beliefs
and father-child interaction, and their sub-variables of disciplinary action, sensitiveness, and affectionate
expression; and between the whole of child’s social skills and its sub-variables of cooperative action,
self-assertion and self-control. Second, the higher play focus beliefs, the more positive interaction on
the child, and specifically they use much democratic disciplinary action, sensitiveness and affectionate
expression. Third, as to the effect of the father’s play focus beliefs on the child’s social skills,
father-child interaction was found to act as a partial parameter, while as to the effect of the father’s

study focus beliefs on the child’s social skills, father-child interaction was found to act as a full

parameter.
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(Table 1) Demographic characteristics of the child and father. (N = 370)
Variables Category Frequency (%)
Boys 223 (60.3)
Sex
Girls 147 (39.7)
Child 1 graders 119 (32.1)
2 graders 122 (33.0)
Age
3 graders 129 (34.9)
M (SD) 8.03 (SD = 0.82)
30 ~ 39 132 (35.7)
Age 40 ~ 49 222 (60.0)
50 ~ 59 16 ( 4.3)
M (SD) 41.14 (SD = 4.03)
Middle school 2 (05
High school graduate 72 (19.5)
Education level College graduation 50 (13.5)
4-year college graduation 199 (53.8)
Masters, ph.d graduate 47 (12.7)
Inoccupation 308
Father Simple, labor 22 (59
Sales and service 44 (11.9)
Job Office 141 (38.1)
Professions 82 (22.2)
Technical, administrative 48 (13.0)
Etc 30 (8.1
Not at all 17 ( 4.6)
1 hour 66 (17.8)
Play time 2 hour 69 (18.6)
(A week) 3 hour 74 (20.0)
4 hour 55 (14.9)
5 hour 89 (24.1)
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(Table 2) Difference in father's play beliefs, father-child interaction and childs social skills,

according to the father's play hour (N = 370)
Two hours Three hours
Variables (N = 152) (N = 218) t
M (SD) M (SD)
Play focus 4.11 (.52) 4.27 (.50) -2.83%*
Play beliefs
Study focus 2.32 (.50) 2.11 (.54) 3.69%**
Disciplinary action 3.54 (.38) 3.77 (.36) -5.87%*F
Sensitiveness 326 (.64) 3.66 (.58) -6.18%*
Father-child interaction

Affectionate expression 3.22 (.58) 3.70 (.52) -8.23%**
Sum 341 (41) 3.73 (.37) -7.86%*

Cooperative action 2.24 (43) 2.34 (41) -2.16%

Self-assertion 2.16 (.41) 2.30 (.39) -3.34%*

Child’s social skills

Self-control 2.08 (.35) 2.20 (.33) -3.37%*

Sum 2.16 (.34) 2.28 (.32) -3.39%*

*p < .05 *p < 0. ***p < .001.
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(Table 3) Father's play focus beliefs effect on father-child interaction (N = 370)
Independent variable Dependent variable B p R? F
Disciplinary action 40 S54F*F 29 152.53***
Sensitiveness .56 A5%FF 20 94.41%**
Play focus beliefs
Affectionate expression 48 427FF 17 77.75%*F
Interaction sum 45 56%*F 31 165.46***

*p < 001
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(Table 4) Father’s study focus beliefs effect on father-child interaction (N = 370)
Independent variable Dependent variable B s R’ F
Disciplinary action -29 -40%* .16 70.54***
Sensitiveness -37 -31F%F .10 38.56"**
Study focus beliefs
Affectionate expression -32 -28% .08 31.82%**
Interaction sum -31 -40*** .16 68.32%**
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Self-control 21 320 .10 41.50"**
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(Table 6) Father's study focus beliefs effect on child's social skills (N = 370)
Independent variable Dependent variable B B R? F
Cooperative action -15 - 19%** .04 13.85%**
Self-assertion -12 -16** 03 9.94**
Study focus beliefs
Self-control -.09 -.14%* 02 7.27%F
Social skills sum -12 -19%** 04 14.02%**

**p < .001. **p < .01.
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(Table 7) Mediation effect of father - child interaction as to father's play focus beliefs on child's

social skills (N = 370)
Step Variable B R’ F
1. Independent — Parameter Play focus beliefs — Interaction 567 31 165.46***
2. Independent — Dependent Play focus beliefs — Social skills 35% 12 51.30%**
3. Independent — Dependent Play focus beliefs — Social skills 13* 3 55.3%%
Parameter — Dependent Interaction — Social skills 40*F*
*p < .001. *p < .05
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(Table 8) Mediation effect of father - child interaction as to father's study focus beliefs on child's

social skills (N = 370)
Step Variable B R? F
1. Independent — Parameter  Study focus beliefs — Interaction -40**F .16 68.32%**
2. Independent — Dependent  Study focus beliefs — Social skills - 19%** .04 14.02%**
3. Independent — Dependent Study focus beliefs — Social skills -.01 ” 51875
Parameter — Dependent  Interaction — Social skills AT

<001,
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