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Objectives: This study aimed to investigate gender differences in the Korean Medical Community.
Methods: Participants in the research study included 90 students regularly attending the fourth grade
in Korean Medicine College, of which 48 were male and 42 were female.

Results: 1. Patient's preferences for female KMD (Korean Medicine Doctor) had the lowest response
rate in Korean Medical Society. Preferences for male KMD were due to factors including comfort level,
rationality, good training, and patient's preference. 2. Patient's preferences for female KMD had the
highest response rate in Gynecology, and Pediatrics. On the other hand, patient's preferences for fe-
male KMD had the lowest response rate in the other 7 specialty subjects. 3. The reasons for gender dis-
crimination against male KMD were lack of subtlety, lack of empathy, authoritative attitude, and lack
of patient management skills. The reasons for gender discrimination, against female KMD were child-
care burden, social prejudices, lack of physical strength, and housekeeping burdens.

Conclusions: The study results indicated that there was a lower preference for female KMD than male
KMD among the Korean Medical Society and in patients’ consciousness. Male-centered culture of
Korean Medical Society had no role in this finding, but masculine image for KMD jobs and work-family
double burden for female KMD were important contributing factors.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of the Subjects

N %
Gender Male 48 53.3
Female 42 46.7
Age 20~24 27 30.0
25~29 53 58.9
Over 29 10 1.1

HR Jeong, JH Lee 213

20~24A17} 278(30.0%), 2941 ode] 10%8(11.1%)°133ck
(Table 1).

2. H% & THoAtel GE| gt Moket

1) X% S8 Sto|Ate| Ado|| i3t M3 T

7 g & ARl of
3t Alho] 287(4%) 02 71 wotc Wiel whEk Aw
o7 U

L KU oXx

ok
Ir
4o
N
©
%,
e
rlo
K
o
2
o
i
q
Jo
1o
<k

(Table 2).

WO T Fs A8 75 Fode] Agle] tis,
A GRAEIGS Aushta @l ARgo] 349
(70.8%) 05 71 Weld whd, o st Aol Aigict
= ARl 239(54.8%) 05 7 Wolt. ol whet Ae
o= Fege] B FARE o2 fofgt Xpolzt SIgh
HTable 2).

Mg & A FGRRe Al disl, Edtt of

A B @S Aditks S0l 247 29%(60.4%),

N
Jal
2al

ofn

bu
e[}
1o

otofAfe| ol TiTH M2olR

Table 2. Gender Preference of KMD T

KMD T
Group
Male Female Regardless p-value
Director Male 27 (57.4) 1(2.1) 19 (40.4) 0.024*
Female 13(31.0)  1(24)  28(66.7)
Staff ~ Male 34(708) 2(42)  12(25.0)  0.010*
Female 18 (42.9) 1(2.4) 23 (54.8)
Partner Male 29 (60.4) 4(8.3) 15 (31.3) 0.330
Female 19 (45.2) 6(14.3) 17 (40.5)

*p<0.05. TKorean Medicine Doctor.
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Table 3. The Reasons for Male KMD* Director

Table 5. The Reasons for Male KMD* Partner

Male Group ~ Female Group Male Female
Rational Attitude 7(25.9) 6 (46.2) Patients' Preference 4(14.8) 8 (38.1)
More Pay 0(0.0) 1(7.7) Easy Relations 18 (66.7) 3(14.3)
Easy Relations 11 (40.7) 2 (15.4) More Submissive 1(3.7) 0(0.0)
Unlikely for Sexual Discrimination 0(0.0) 0(0.0) Better Patient-Management Skill 1(3.7) 1(4.8)
More Qualified as a Trainer 9(33.3) 3(23.1) Expectancy for Long-term Service 1(3.7) 2(9.5)
Etc. 0(0.0) 1(7.7) Job Priority over Family Matters 0(0.0) 1(4.8)
Total 27 (100.0) 13 (100.0) Suitable for Secialized Clinic 0(0.0) 3(14.3)
*Korean Medicine Doctor. Etc. 2(7.4) 3(14.3)
Total 27 (100.0) 21 (100.0)
*Korean Medicine Doctor.
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Table 6. Gender Preference of KMD T by Specialty Subjects, and Gender
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KMD '
Ecialty Subjects Gender
Male Female Regardless p-value
Korean medical Clinic Male 3(70.2) 1(2.1) 3(27.7) 0.000*
Female 6(15.0) 1(2.5) 33 (82.5)
Total 9 (44.8) 2(2.3) 46 (52.9)
Internal medicine Male 3(68.8) 1(2.1) 4(29.2) 0.000*
Female 7(17.1) 1(2.4) 33 (80.5)
Total 0 (44.9) 2(2.2) 47 (52.8)
Gynecology Male 3(27.1) 26 (54.2) 9(18.8) 0.005*
Female 1(2.4) 32 (78.0) 8 (19.5)
Total 14 (15.7) 58 (65.2) 7(19.1)
Pediatrics Male 14 (29.2) 23 (47.9) 1(229) 0.001*
Female 1(2.4) 20 (48.8) 20 (48.8)
Total 15 (16.9) 43 (48.3) 31(34.8)
Neuropsychiatry Male 29 (60.4) 3(6.3) 6 (33.3) 0.000*
Female 7(17.1) 2(4.9) 32 (78.0)
Total 36 (40.4) 5(5.6) 48 (53.9)
Acupuncture & moxibustion Male 37 (77.1) 1(2.1) 0(20.8) 0.000*
Female 10 (24.4) 2(4.9) 29 (70.7)
Total 47 (52.8) 3(3.4) 39 (43.8)
Ophthalmology, otolaryngology & dermatology Male 31 (64.6) 3(6.3) 4(29.2) 0.000*
Female 1(2.4) 4(9.8) 36 (87.8)
Total 32(36.0) 7(7.9) 50 (56.2)
Rehabilitation medicine Male 41 (85.4) 1(2.1) 6 (12.5) 0.001*
Female 22 (53.7) 0(0.0) 9 (46.3)
Total 63 (40.4) 1(1.1) 25 (28.1)
Sasang constitutional medicine Male 26 (54.2) 3(6.3) 9(19) 0.000*
Female 2(4.9) 2(4.9) 37(90.2)
Total 8 (31.5) 5(5.6) 56 (62.9)
*p<0.05. "Korean Medicine Doctor
Table 7. Gender Aptitude of Korean Medicine
KMD "
Aptitude Gender
Male Female Regardless p-value
Academic research Male 1(2.1) 16 (33.3) 31 (64.6) 0.018*
Female 0(0.0) 5(11.9) 37 (88.1)
Medical practice Male 38 (79.2) 0(0.0) 10 (20.8) 0.000*
Female 5(35.7) 0(0.0) 27 (64.3)

*p<0.05. "Korean Medicine Doctor.
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Table 8. What is more Advantageous Korean Medicine Specialized
Subijects, for Male (or Female). Scored by Triple Answering

Table 9. The Reasons for Gender Discriminations in Korean Medical
Society. Scored by Triple Answering

Advantageous  Advantageous

Subjects to Male to Female
Internal medicine 68 (25.2) 3(11)
Gynecology 2(0.7) 84 (31.1)
Pediatrics 0(0.0) 82 (30.4)
Neuropsychiatry 1(4.1) 15 (5.6)
Acupuncture & moxibustion 82 (30.4) 3(1.1)
Ophthalmology, otolaryngology & 8(3.0) 57 (21.1)

dermatology

Rehabilitation medicine 85 (31.5) 0(0.0)
Sasang constitutional medicine 3(1.1) 15 (5.6)
Missing 11(4.1) 11(4.1)
Total 270 (100.0) 270 (100.0)
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