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21) Ivarsson Magnus, World Wide Trade, a manual affair. A study of the current position of the
electronic bill of lading. Examensuppsats vid Juridiska Institutionen, Handelshogskolan, Goteborgs
Universitet. 2012, p. 52.
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24) Miriam Goldby, Electronic documents in maritime trade, Oxford Univ press, 2013, p. 300.
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ABSTRACT

A Study on Digitization of Sea Transport Document
- Focusing on ESS-Databridge -

Sung—-Chul LIM

So far several attempts have been made to digitalizing sea transport
documents.

Three notable examples are SeaDocs, Bolero, e-B/L Korea and Ess-Databridge.

Ess-Databridge was established in 2003, with the aim of promoting the use
of electronic alternative to shipping documents. The ESS-Databridge system
was piloted from 2005 and went live in January 2010.

The ESS-Databridge operates under a private legal outline, the Databridge
Services and Users Agreement (DSUA).

In the Ess-Databridge system, only the user who is in control of the original
bill of lading will be able to indorse it on to another user. Once the indorsement
is effected and unless the indorsee decide store turn the documents, the
indorser loses control and retains access only to an electronic document
marked ‘copy’ for its records.

A feature that appears to have been crucial to the success of the CargoDocs
service is that visually, e-B/Ls produced using ESS-Databridge appear identical
to the paper documents.

The ESS-Databridge may be even more successful if the legislators take
certain steps that will increase uniformity and certainty in electronic transport
documentation.

Keywords : ESS-Databridge, Sea Transport Document, Electronic Bill of
Lading, SeaDocs, e-B/L Korea, Bolero



