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Influence of Humanities and Empathy on Ethical Values of Nursing Students

Moon-Jeong KIM*

(Pukyong National University)

Abstract

This study was to identify the factors of ethical values in nursing students. The survey was conducted
in two nursing colleges (n=180) using self-reported questionnaire. The data were analyzed with descriptive

statistics, t-tests, ANOVA, Pearson’s

correlation  coefficient

and multiple regression analyses using

SPSS/WIN 21 software. Influencing factors of ethical values were empathy(t=3.436, p=.001), teaching
method except lecture(t=3.037, p=.003), and curriculum track at high school(t=2.309, p=.022). The model
was statistically significant explaining 16.2% of the variance (F=11.185, p<.001). This study suggests that
strategies for increasing nursing students’ ethical values include reinforcing empathy, utilizing various type
of teaching method except lecture in nursing ethics class, and allowing high school students applying to
college of nursing regardless of their curriculum track.

Key words : Humanities, Empathy, Ethics, Nursing, Students
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<Table 1> Ethical Values by General Characteristics (N=180)
. 0 t/F(p)
Variable Category n (%) M+SD Scheffé
Sex female 160 (88.9) 3.87+0.38 1.385(.168)
male 20 (11.1) 3.7440.51
Age 20-24 168 (93.3) 3.854+0.40 -0.846(.398)
>25 9 (5.0 3.97+0.38
missing 3 (1.7)
Curriculum track at liberal arts® 52 (28.9) 3.99+0.36 4.949(.008)
high school natural science” 121 (67.2) 3.81+0.39 a>b
others® 7 (3.9) 3.67+0.57
Grade(year) first 49 (27.2) 3.95+0.34 2.428(.067)
second 58 (32.2) 3.75+0.39
third 53 (29.5) 3.88+0.41
fourth 20 (11.1) 3.87+0.47
Learning nursing yes 116 (64.4) 3.84+0.39 -0.821(.413)
ethics none 62 (34.5) 3.89+0.40
missing 2 (1.1)
Teaching methods yes 60 (51.7) 3.99+0.36 4.446(<.001)
except lecture no 56 (48.3) 3.69+0.37
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Humanities
History
Literature & philosophy
Reading
Arts

1.00-4.17
1.00-5.00
1.00-5.00
1.00-4.67
1.00-5.00

2.55+0.62
3.09+0.94
3.09+0.85
2.09+0.88
1.93+0.77

Empathy

Fantasy
Perspective taking
Empathic concern
Personal distress

1.57-3.43
0.71-4.00
0.71-3.86
1.14-3.86
0.86-3.43

2.49+0.34
2.524+0.61
2.56+0.55
2.65+0.53
2.22+0.49

Ethical values
Colleague
Human life
Nursing task
Patient

2.50-4.71
2.00-5.00
1.13-4.88
2.83-5.00
1.57-5.00

3.86+0.39
3.86+0.61
3.26+0.64
4.16+0.51
4.14+0.47

FX

2ol 22[H 7ix|gol o|xl= ¥

A7} frelakA hebskthe=275, p<.001)(<Table 3>
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<Table 3> Correlation among the Variables

Humanities Empathy

Empathy 163" 1

Ethical values .097 275"
p<.05, "p<.001
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<Table 4> Influencing Factors on Ethical Values

Variable(1=Reference) B SE B t p tolerance VIF
(Constant) 3383 0232 14.578 <001

Empathy 0.28 0081 0241 3436  0.001 0984  1.016
Teaching methods except

loaturel =y 0172 0057 0217  3.037 0003 0952  1.050
Curriculum track at high school

ufrieufum frack at fugh schioo 0142 0062  0.164 2309 0022 0963  1.039

(1=liberal arts)

R’=.162, Adjusted R?=.148, F=11.185, p<.001
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