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Abstract

Based on residents’ survey data in Seoul, this study attempts to empirically answer to four research questions
regarding neighborhood relations (NR) which are necessary for community building: How important NR is compared to
other social relations, what factors establish NR, how large NR’s geographical extent is, and what are major meeting
places among neighbors. A series of statistical analyses demonstrates that characteristics of NR vary greatly by family
life cycle. In the stage of couple without child, NR has no significant meaning. NR becomes important from the stage
of child care, and it is formed through the medium of children, particularly children’s schools in the stage of child of
elementary school as well as secondary schools. As the result, NR’s geographical boundary extends beyond residential
block or multi-family housing (apartment) estate while cafe and restaurant serve as dominant meeting places in these life
cycle stages. On the contrary, after children are married and leave home, casual encounters resulted from spatial
proximity become an important cause of NR. Likewise neighbors’ geographical distribution is relatively concentrated
within residential block or apartment estate, while community facilities play a role of meeting places as originally

planned and designed.
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Table 1. Descriptive Statistics of Survey Respondents

Total Female
Category (N=566) (N=447)
N (%) N (%)
Male 119 (21.0) -
Gender
Female 447 (79.0) -
Age Mean (years) 44.0 43.7
No. of children Mean (no.) 1.3 1.4
A: couple without child 87 (15.4) 52 (11.6)
B: child-caring 120 (21.2) 99 (22.1)
L‘fle C: child of elementary school 114 (20.1) 106 (23.7)
cycle
Sz;ge D: child of secondary school 69 (12.2) 54 (12.1)
E: grown-up children 92 (16.3)  71(15.9)
F: old age with branch family 84 (14.8) 65 (14.5)
Working 261 (46.1) 166 (37.1)
Employment -
Non-working 305(53.9) 281(62.9)
School Secondary & below 179 (31.6) 138(30.9)
career College & above 387 (68.4) 309 (69.1)
Income Mean (10000won/month) 432 441
Length of residenceMean (month/year) 66.1/5.5 64.7/5.4
Rented 277 (48.9) 217 (48.5)
Tenure
Owner-occupied 289 (51.1) 230 (51.5)
Single/attached houses 215 (38.0) 154 (34.5)
Type of house
Apartment 351(62.0) 293 (65.5)
Size of house Mean (m?) 100.2 101.2
Area of area A 306 (54.1) 244 (54.6)
residence  area B 260 (45.9) 203 (45.4)
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Table 2. Mean Share by Type of Social Relations and Life Cycle

Stage of Female (unit: %)

Category Neighbors Friends Colleagues
Total (N=566) 329 34.5 32.6
Male (N=119) 235 384 38.1
Female (N=447) 423 30.6 27.1
A: couple without child (N=52) 14.9 49.2 36.1
B: child-caring (N=99) 34.1 42.1 23.8
C: child of elementary school (N=106) 50.8 23.9 253
D: child of secondary school (N=54) 46.8 24.5 28.7
E: grown-up children (N=71) 455 253 29.2

F: old age with branch family (N=65) 553 20.4 243
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Table 3. Determinants of Proportion of Neighborhood Relation

Model 1 Model 2
Category B std. beta B std. beta
error error
(constant) 2054  8.76 36.5%%*% 638
Age 686%%* 150 267
No. of children 5.19%*%* 158 154
B 13.9%% 505 186
Life C 32.5%%% 495 441
‘S’f:glz D 263%%% 576 273
(0=A) E 22.8%%% 580 268
F 28.4%%% 628 318
fg;gﬁg JIL8%FF 293 184 -11.6%%* 295 _180
(lzfsﬁg;fgigve) 890%* 374 -131 -12.6%** 382 -.184
Income O17%% 007 .128 .017%% 007 .125
Length of residence  -.027 .024 -.066 -.012 .023  -.030
Tenure (1=owner) 2.86 3.19 .046 1.60 3.14 .026
(le:p:pzfml:e“li‘; 329 346 -050 -3.88 341 -.059
Size of house -069 049 -080 -047 048 -.054
Areaofresidence ¢ 5w 590 _00g 642%* 284 -103
(1=area B)
N=430 adj.R*=.156 adj.R?=.195
#450<0.01, **p<0.05, *p<0.1
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Table 4. Causes of Developing Neighborhood Relation

Category Casual . Resident ~ Hobby Religious
Children R . e
(%) encounter organization leisure  activity
Total 627 1,285 92 238 229
(N=2,471%) (25.4) (52.0) 3.7 9.6) 9.3)
A 47 0 1 12 38
(N=98)  (48.0) (0.0) (1.0) (12.2) (38.8)
B 88 257 3 31 29
(N=408) (21.6) (63.0) 0.7) (7.6) (7.1)
. C 85 499 6 29 34
L‘fle (N=653) (13.0) (76.4) 0.9) (4.4) (5.2)
cycle
Styage 95 358 28 59 46
(N=586) (16.2) (61.1) (4.8) (10.1) (7.8)
E 175 124 27 82 43
(N=451) (38.8) (27.5) (6.0) (18.2) 9.5
F 137 47 27 25 39
(N=275) (49.8) (17.1) 9.8) ©.1) (14.2)

Note. *418 female respondents, multiple responses
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Table 5. Neighbors' Geographical Distribution

Inside estate/block
Outside

estate/block

Catego S —
gg R Adjoining
(%)

houses

Total (N=2,534%) 492 (19.4) 1,724 (68.0) 810 (32.0)

Type of  Apartmentestate 231 (15.4) 846 (65.3) 657 (43.7)
house Residential block 261 (25.3) 878 (85.2) 153 (14.8)
Casual encounter 275 (44.1) 559(89.7) 64 (10.3)

Causes Children 133(10.4) 787 (61.2) 498 (38.8)
of Resident organization 14 (15.2) 75 (81.5) 17 (18.5)
relationship  popby/leisure 27 (11.3) 128 (53.8) 110 (46.2)
Religious activity 26 (11.5) 130 (57.5) 96 (42.5)

A 54 (55.1) 82(83.7) 16(16.3)

B 89(22.2) 272(67.8) 129 (32.2)

CLinflee C 85(13.0) 369 (56.5) 284 (43.5)
stage D 61(10.4) 405 (69.1) 181 (30.9)
E 106 (23.5) 321 (71.2) 130 (28.8)

F 80(29.1) 230(83.6) 45(16.4)

Note. *401 female respondents. multiple responses
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Table 6. Determinants of Proportion of Neighbors Outside
Apartment Estate and Residential Block

Model 1 Model 2
Catego
gory B std. beta B std. geta
error error
(constant) 132 102 .068 .075
Age .000 002 -.003
No. of children 061%%% 018 161
B 099% 059 118
Life C 249%F% 058 300
cycle D 269%%% 067 248
stage
(0-A) E 128 068 .134
F .094 074 093
Employment 041 034 -056 -036  .035 -050
(1=working)

School career
(1=college & above)

Income .000 .000 .079  .000 .000 .083
Length of residence ~ .000 .000 -.023  .000 .000 -.034
Tenure (1=owner) .016 .037 .022 .000 .037 .000

011 .044 015  .003 .045 .004

Type of house 166%%% 040 224 .153%** 040 207
(1=apartment)
Size of house -001 001 -089 -001 .00 -068
Areaofresidence 35 a4 056 04 033 -062
(1=area B)
N=430 adj.R>=.096 adj.R> =127

#x5p<0,01, ##p<0.05, *p<0.1
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Table 7. Meeting Places among Neighbors
Non-planned space
Cazf/g)ory Planned space Private ::II:::SESZZ Public
’ Community place inside alley, hallway,  school commercial sports cultural  religious
play ground house stairs facilities facilities facilities facilities
Total (N=2,448%) 433(17.7) 238(9.7) 508(20.8) 199(8.1) 159(6.5) 861(35.2) 130(5.3) 158(6.5)
Type of Apartment estate ~ 296(20.5) 179(12.4)  359(24.8) 95(6.6) 128(8.9) 448(31.0) 56(3.9) 64(4.4)
house Residential block  137(13.7) 59(5.9) 149(14.9) 104(10.4) 31(3.1) 413(41.2) 74(7.4) 94(9.4)
A 2(1.7) 0(0.0) 18(15.3) 27(22.9) 0(0.0) 34(28.8) 8(6.8) 29(24.6)
B 154(37.0) 114(27.4) 133(32.0) 24(5.8) 25(6.0) 55(13.2) 10(2.4) 15(3.6)
Life cycle C 87(13.4) 70(10.8) 126(19.5) 41(6.3) 117(18.1)  252(38.9) 11(1.7) 13(2.0)
stage D 37(6.3) 21(3.6) 99(16.9) 5(0.9) 14(2.4) 373(63.5) 21(3.6) 38(6.5)
E 51(12.2) 5(1.2) 90(21.5) 77(18.4) 3(0.7) 111(26.6) 55(13.2) 31(7.4)
F 102(38.9) 28(10.7) 42(16.0) 25(9.5) 0(0.0) 36(13.7) 25(9.5) 32(12.2)

Note. *401 female respondents. Multiple responses
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