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Culture and Development in International Development Cooperation
and the Need for the Concept of ‘Relational Place’
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Abstract : The development paradigm based on modernization theory and economic growth since the WWII
reached an impasse in the 1980s. As an alternative, the new perspective on development as a whole social
development beyond economic growth has emerged, and culture as an important method for as well as a ap-
proach to development has been emphasized. Post-development theories destruct the European development
concept and suggest alternative developments emphasizing culture restoration, endogenous growth, diversity,
and neopopulist developments movement emphasize community, gender, ownership, and participation.
International Organizations such as UNESCO have also examined and developed the relations between cul-
ture and development. Although different from that of the past development paradigm, acknowledging other
cultures, however, this elaborated concept of culture has some limitations and need to be reconceptualized
through applying the geographical concept of ‘relational place.” The concept of relational place can help rec-
ognize internal diversity within culture and community and link them to a broader economic and political

contexts.
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