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The Changes in Goals and Contents of Geography Education according
to the Structural Change of Integration in the Korean Social Studies
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Abstract : This study aims to analyze the changes of goals and contents of middle school geography education
following up the changes in the Korean social studies curriculum over time. The main findings are as follows.
First, From the Syllabus period to the Third Curriculum, geography education, history education, general
social studies education in the middle school social studies were directed and managed independently. How-
ever from the 4th to the 7th Curriculum, the demand for the virtual integration in middle school social stud-
ies increased sharply. Since 2009 revision, social studies suffered an identity crisis as integrated subject matter
because history education was separated from the social studies and interdisciplinary units were abolished.
In spite of much criticism, however, an odd form of social studies integrating geography and general social
studies still remains. Second, the stronger the demand for the social studies integration in middle school,
students’ social studies learning load had become heavier due to severe competition with other areas to ensure
more portion in the integrated structure of social studies. Since geography education did not reflect the new
tendency of the geography in the integrated structure of middle school social studies, the gap between the
geography and geography education has increased and knowledges of geography growing became separated

from students’ experience. In conclusion, the integrated structure of social studies in the middle school hin-
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dered the geography education development as it limited the autonomy of geography education in terms of
curriculum development.

Key Words : social studies curriculum, geography curriculum, middle school curriculum, integrated curricu-

lum, integrated structure of social studies
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