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<Abstract>

Objectives : This study aims to : (i) characterize and differentiate between two different periods of
baby boomers, (ii) study the utilization of their health care services, and (iii) establish effective ways of
providing better health service utilization and preventive policy strategies for upcoming and older
generations. Methods : A multiple regression analysis using descriptive statistics, frequency analysis,
and dummy variables was utilized to access the presence of correlations between socio-demographic
factors and health care service utilization. Results : Medical insurance type, marital status, and chronic
disease were factors that influenced health care service utilization. Furthermore, the factors that
influenced individual medical expenses were cohabitation, inpatient days, and chronic disease.
Conclusions : Primary findings and exploratory statistics revealed that there were strong correlations
and interaction among some of the predictor variables. Because of the chronologically limited nature of
the sample data set gathered in 2012, it would be helpful to continue to develop or research related

constructs that may capture relationships more effectively among extended populations.
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<Table 1> Description of Variables

0 No.4 (December 2016)

Division Variables Description
Gender 0=Male, 1=Female
Marital Status 0=Marriage, 1=Other
. 0=Non have, 1=Primary School, 2=Middle School, 3=High School,
Education Level B :
4=College and Higher
Socio— Cohabitation 0=Yes, 1=No
demographic . -
Characteristics ~ Economic Activity 0=Yes, 1=No
Occupation Type 0=Paid Worker, 1=Employer/Self-Employed, 2=Other, 3=Non have

Gross Household Income

(classified, weighted) o=1,

1=2, 2=3, 3=4, 4=5

Medical Insurance 0=National Health Insurance, 1=Medical Aid(1, 2)

Qutpatient Utilization

Inpatient Utilization 0=Have, 1=Non Have, Number of Use, Days of Use

Emergency Utilization

Health Care Chronic Diseases O=Have, 1=Non Have, Number of Diseases

Utilization
Medical Institutions

0=General Specialty Hospital, 1=General Hospital, 2=Hospital
(Dental/Oriental Medicine/Convalescent), 3=Clinic, 4=Other

Individual Medical
Expenses

Qutpatient/Inpatient/Emergency Expenses
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<Table 2> Socio-demographic characteristics of the former and the latter baby boomers

Former Latter Total 2
N % N % N % X p
Male 478 46.0 465 529 943 492
Gender Female 61 540 414 474 o975 50 08 003
. Marriage 923 888 777 884 1,700 886
Marital Status o 16 112 1 11e 218 114 W 163
No 9 9 3 3 12 6
, Primary School 205 19.7 73 8.3 278 14.5
Education '
Levl Middle School 229 220 137 15.6 366 19.1  83.310 .000
High School 392 317 408 46.4 800 417
College and Higher 204  19.7 258 29.4 462 236
L Yes 1,011 97.3 859 977 18710 975
Cohabitation No o8 27 0 23 18 o5 344 .558
. Yes 755 727 704 801 1,459  76.1
Economic Activity No o84 973 175 19.9 459 939 14.420 .000
Paid Worker 441 424 455 518 896  46.7
Occupation Employer/Self-Employed 244 23.5 204 23.2 448 23.4 21915 000
Type other 70 6.7 45 5.1 115 6.0 ' '
Non have 284 273 175 19.9 459 239
1 69 6.6 65 7.4 134 7.0
Gross 2 189 18.2 155 17.6 344 179
Household 3 220  21.2 188 21.4 408  21.3  1.979 740
Income 4 229 220 210 23.9 439 229
5 332 320 261 29.7 593  30.9
Medical National Health Insurance 1,017 97.9 860 97.8 1,877 97.9 004 947
Insurance Medical Aid 22 2.1 19 2.2 41 2.1 ’ '
Total 1,039 100.0 879 100.0 1,918  100.0
H-37) Wl Alrfe) WA F dE  fY Ao BATE<05). JBANZ0E 3
Aulzolg #d 54 FE SJeAI 20189 B3 A717h 1884+19.263),
de3 59 Av= U7 44 1.70+1.753),
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<Table 3> Characteristics related to chronic disease and health care service utilization by the former and the

latter baby boomers

Former Latter Total 9
N % N % N % XN p
Chronic Yes 773 74.4 537 61.1 1,310 68.3 38.940 .000
disease No 266 25.6 342 38.9 608 31.7
Number of chronic diseases (M+S.D) 2.53+1.66 2.17+1.51 2.381+1.61 3.922 .000
Qutpatient Yes 928 89.3 756 86.0 1,684 87.8 4.870 .030
utilization No 111 10.7 123 14.0 234 12.2
Number of uses (M£S.D) 18.841+19.26 15.50+16.18 17.34£18.01 3.878 .000
Inpatient Yes 130 12.5 81 9.2 211 11.0 5.312 .070
utilization No 909 87.5 798 90.8 1,707 89.0
Number of uses (M£S.D) 1.35%£.99 1.70£1.75 1.4841.35 -1.698 .092
Days of uses (M£S.D) 8.98+10.22 7.71£7.61 8.49+9.30 -.038 .970
ER patient Yes 78 7.5 55 6.3 133 6.9 1.153 .321
utilization No 961 92.5 824 93.7 1,785 93.1
Number of uses (M£S.D) 4.56+12.26 4.631£12.26 4.59+12.23 1.587 113
Individual medical 643,248.64+ 560,041.34+ 605,075.77+ 975 331
expense (M+S.D) 1,096,153 1,197,299 1,140,000
Total 1,039 100.0 879 100.0 1,918 100.0
<Table 4> Medical institution uses of the former and the latter baby boomer
Former Latter Total 9
N % N % N % X p

General specialty hospital 67 7.2 43 5.7 110 6.5

General hospital 73 7.9 65 8.6 138 8.2
Outpatient Hospital 74 8.0 69 9.1 143 8.5 9.842 .043

Clinic 677 73.0 566 74.9 1,243  73.8

Other 37 4.0 13 1.7 50 3.0

General specialty hospital 27 20.3 17 20.2 44  20.3

General hospital 41 30.8 27 321 68 31.3
Inpatient Hospital 42 31.6 32 38.1 74 341 2.845 416

Clinic 23 17.3 8 9.5 31 14.3

Other 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

General specialty hospital 17 15.5 10 1.4 27 13.6

General hospital 55 50.0 44 50.0 99 50.0
ER patient Hospital 36 3.7 33 37.5 69 348 1.070 .784

Clinic 2 1.8 1 1.1 3 1.5

Other 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
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<Table 5> Influential factors of health care utilization by the former and the latter baby boomer

Qutpatient utilization uses

Inpatient utilization uses

Individual Medical Expenses

Former Latter Former Latter Former Latter
B B B B B B

Gender 139 -.050 .009 -.058 113 .041
Marital status -.106 ~ 300" .205 .252 .044 118
Education level -.104 -.142 123 .018 .047 104
Cohabitation -.083 -.043 176 138 057" 072
Economic activity 134 114 .066 .076 .018 146
Gross household income .024 153 .034 234 .200 .300
Medical insurance 306" .298 -.088 -113 -127 —.242
Inpatient days 145 -.041 .045 72 239" .034
Number of chronic diseases ~ —.044 303" -.050 A79 016 294"
F 2.763 3.164 1.167 1.116 2.079 2.018
P .006 .003 .324 .366 .030 .053
R .198 .322 .094 143 .165 232
Adj Re 126 .220 .014 .015 .089 7

* p<0.05
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