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Recently, there has been a dramatic increase in the number of cases that have formed and operated
teachers’ learning communities through cross-curricular consulting at the school level. The purpose of
this study is to explore cross-curricular instructional consulting as an activity of teachers’ learning
communities at the school level, and investigate the effect of cross-curricular instructional consulting
on middle school science teaching. We analyzed features and limitations of cross-curricular instructional
consulting revealed in three case studies in middle school, including open classes and instructional
consulting sessions, and conducted additional instructional consulting on the same videotaped science
classes with science experts from outside. According to the results, science inquiry experiments are often
replaced with text reading and interpreting, students’ misconceptions and exact scientific representations
are ignored, and the goal setting as well as class coverage has been questionable and disputable in science
classes resulted from cross-curricular instructional consulting. Discussed in the conclusion are the necessity
of cross-curricular instructional consulting in middle school, and ways to overcome limitations of the

method of cross-curricular instructional consulting, including alternatives to a praise-only policy in
cross-curricular instructional consulting, ways to use cross-curricular instructional consulting without
compromising the subject’s essence, and ways to improve the undue authority of consultants.
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