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Objective: This study examined the effect of early childhood teachers' perceptions of teacher efficacy
and professionalism, which are personal traits, when administering the National Childcare Curriculum.

Methods: Using snowball sampling, data were collected from 266 childcare center teachers in the
nation and were analyzed using one-way analyses of variance and multiple regression using SPSS 14.0.
Results and Conclusion: The findings are as the following: First, teacher efficacy was not significantly
different among teachers by age, teaching experience, education, and childcare center type. Second,
teacher efficacy was significantly related to the perception of their professionalism. Lastly, teachers'
perceptions of teacher efficacy and professionalism explained significantly the variance in teachers'
performance when administering the National Childcare Curriculum.
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Table 1
Demographic Characteristics of Participants
Variables Frequency (V) Percentage (%)
Age
Below 25 year 45 16.9
26-30 year 51 19.2
31-35 year 44 16.5
36-40 year 45 16.9
41-45 year 40 15.0
46 year or more 41 15.4
Career
Below 2 years 32 12.0
Over 2-3 years 68 25.6
Over 3-5 years 74 27.8
Over 5-7 years 31 11.7
Over 7 years 61 22.9
Educational level
High school 28 10.5
College 132 49.6
University and above 106 39.8
Workplace
Public childcare center 57 21.4
Corporate childcare center 21 7.9
Private childcare center 111 41.7
Workplace center 11 4.1
Home childcare center 66 24.8
Total 266 100.0
Note. N = 2606.
Table 2

Teacher Efficacy Sub-Variables Question Numbers and Cronbach's a

Sub-variables

Question numbers

Cronbach (o)

General efficacy 9 .84
Personal efficacy 20 .85
Total 29 .86
Table 3

Teacher Professionalism Sub-Variables Question Numbers and Cronbach's a

Sub-variables

Question numbers

Cronbach (o)

Professional knowledge and technical need
Community service

Autonomy

Professional ethics

Total

4
4
4
3
15

79
71
75
.86
.86
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Teacher's Childhood Curriculum Performance Sub-Variables Question Numbers and Cronbach's a

Sub-variables

Question numbers

Cronbach (o)

Childhood curriculum comprehension 11 93
Childhood curriculum sub-contents comprehension 6 .94
Interaction and social-emotional support 11 .94
Evaluation 7 95
Total 35 .98
Table 5
Levene Homogeneity of Demographic Characteristics of Participants
Variables F p value

Age

Teacher efficacy 0.66 .65

Professionalism 0.70 .63

Childhood curriculum performance 0.39 .86
Career

Teacher efficacy 2.04 .09

Professionalism 2.30 .06

Childhood curriculum performance 0.69 .60
Educational level

Teacher efficacy 0.16 .85

Professionalism 0.55 .58

Childhood curriculum performance 1.58 21
Workplace

Teacher efficacy 1.02 40

Professionalism 2.00 .10

Childhood curriculum performance 0.51 73
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Table 6
Descriptive Statistics of Variables
Variables M SD Range
Teacher efficacy
General efficacy 3.79 .58 1-5
Personal efficacy 3.53 48
Total 3.61 41
Professionalism
Professional knowledge and technical need 3.92 .63 1-5
Community service 3.88 .67
Autonomy 3.58 71
Professional ethics 4.34 .64
Total 4.03 52
Childhood curriculum performance
Childhood curriculum comprehension 3.55 .63 1-5
Childhood curriculum sub-contents comprehension 3.55 .67
Interaction and social-emotional support 3.58 .65
Evaluation 3.56 72
Total 3.56 .60

Note. N = 266.
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Table 7
Differences in Teacher Efficacy, Professionalism, and Childhood Curriculum Performance by Characteristics of Participants
Childhood curriculum
Teacher efficacy Professionalism performance
Classification M (SD) F M (SD) F M (SD) F
Age
Below 25 year 3.61 (.40) .60 4.08 (.45) 1.59 3.54 (.67) .65
26-30 year 3.60 (.47) 3.93 (.53) 3.69 (.54)
31-35 year 3.54 (.42) 4.06 (.52) 3.56 (.54)
36-40 year 3.62 (.38) 4.11 (.53) 3.52 (.61)
41-45 year 3.64 (.32) 3.88 (.50) 3.48 (.63)
46 year or more 3.69 (.45) 4.12 (.59) 3.55 (.61)
Total 3.61 (.41) 4.03 (.52) 3.56 (.60)
Career
Below 2 years 3.47 (.31) 1.62 3.99 (.53) .99 3.37 (.48) 2.56
Over 2-3 years 3.57 (.36) 3.96 (.46) 3.51 (.60)
Over 3-5 years 3.65 (.41) 4.00 (.48) 3.51 (.64)
Over 5-7 years 3.67 (.51) 4.10 (.65) 3.64 (.55)
Over 7 years 3.66 (.46) 4.12 (.54) 3.73 (.59)
Total 3.61 (.41) 4.03 (.52) 3.56 (.60)
Educational level
High school 3.55 (.45) 73 3.81 (47)° 3.38* 3.36 (.71) 1.69
College 3.60 (.41) 4.02 (.51)* 3.59 (.52)
University and above 3.65 (.40) 4.09 (.52)* 3.58 (.65)
Total 3.61 (.41) 4.03 (.52) 3.56 (.60)
Workplace
Public childcare center 3.58 (.32) 1.26 4.14 (.05)* 4.00** 3.55 (.67)b* 4 46**
Corporate childcare center 3.68 (.43) 4.26 (.11)* 3.83 (.58)%®
Private childcare center 3.57 (.45) 3.91 (.50)® 3.58 (.54)b¢
Workplace center 3.76 (.50) 4.26 (.52)* 4.03 (.50)*
Home childcare center 3.67 (.38) 4.02 (.55)* 3.38 (.58)°
Total 3.61 (.41) 4.03 (.52) 3.56 (.60)

*p<.05. *p<.01.
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Table 8
Correlations Among Teacher Efficacy, Professionalism, and Childhood Curriculum Performance
Variables 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Teacher efficacy
1. General efficacy -
2. Personal efficacy ST -
Professionalism
3. Professional knowledge and technical need .51*** .38*** -
4. Community service A4E 407 567
5. Autonomy .10 33010 12 -
6. Professional ethics 32w BTRE 48K 4504 16* -

Childhood curriculum performance
7. Childhood curriculum comprehension 14* B8 17 15 82X Do
8. Childhood curriculum

sub-contents comprehension .10 3610 11 98**  16**  .86***

9. Interaction and social-emotional support ~ .20**  .38*** 17**  [13* . G7¥F  28%* 79 73me

10. Evaluation A7 360 15* B DN (5 S ¥ RV SN ¢ e
M 3.79 3.53 3.92 3.88 3.57 4.34 3.55 3.55 3.58 3.56
SD .56 42 .63 .67 71 .64 .63 .67 .65 72
Note. N = 266.
*p<.05. *p<.0l. *™¥p<.001.
Table 9
Regression Analysis of Predicting Teacher's Childhood Curriculum Performance from Teacher Efficacy

Variables B SE B r R F

Teacher efficacy

General efficacy -.05 .07 -.05 -72 17 26.52%*

Personal efficacy .61 .09 43 6.60***
Note. N = 266.
***p < .001.
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Table 10
Regression Aanalysis of Predicting Teacher's Childhood Curriculum Performance from Teacher Professionalism
Variables B SE § t R’ F
Professionalism
Professional knowledge and technical need .04 .04 .04 1.04 73 172.02%**
Community service -.00 .04 -.00 -.07
Autonomy .70 .03 .83 25.08***
Professional ethics .09 .04 .09 2.42*
Note. N = 2606.
*p <. 05.%*p <.001.
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