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A Comparison of the Korean and Japanese Medical Technician's.
Etc. Act Systems Focusing on Physical and Occupational

Therapists

Tae-Hyung Yoon

Department of Occupational Therapy, Division of Health Science, Dongseo University, Center for Radiological Environment and Health Science,
Community-based Arts for Rehabilitation & Education Laboratory, Busan, Korea

Purpose: The aim of this study was to compare the "Physical Therapist and Occupational Therapist Act" of Japan and the "Medical Tech-
nician's. Etc. Act" of Korea in order to establish the grounds for improvement of effective law-making.

Methods: We obtained the "Medical Technician's. Etc. Act" from the Korean Ministry of Government Legislation and the "Physical Thera-
pist and Occupational Therapist Act" from the Japanese Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare. It was translated from an association by

related Japanese and experts.

Results: The laws consisted of acts, enforcement ordinances, and enforcement regulations in both Korea and Japan. In the Korean case,
eight occupations were defined in one law including six types of medical technicians, as well as medical recorders and opticians. The
"Physical Therapist and Occupational Therapist Act" in Japan is composed of 6 chapters and 22 articles, while the Korean Act consists of
33 articles without chapters. Among them, 11 articles covered the establishment and management of dental laboratories and eyeglass
shops, and only 22 articles were related to physical therapists and occupational therapists.

Conclusion: Independent laws should be established for each type of medical technician. They must be comparable to Japanese laws on
physical therapists and occupational therapists as well as clinical pathologists, dental hygienists, dental technicians, radiologic technolo-

gists, medical recorders, and opticians.

Keywords: Medical technician's. Etc. Act, Occupational therapist, Physical therapist
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Table 1. System of the "Physical Therapist and Occupational Therapist ACT" in Japan

ACT Enforcement Ordinance Enforcement Regulations
Chapter 1 General Article 1 Purpose
Provision Article 2 Definitions
Chapter 2 License Article 3 License Request License - Prohibition License
- Consideration of treatment
- Procedure and Request License
Article 4 Disqualifications
Article 5 List of Physical Therapist and Occupational Registration of List - Registration of List
Therapist Correct List - Request of Correct List
Article 6 Registration and Issue of the License - Deletion of registration - Form a License
- Renewal and Issue of License - Issue Application of License
- Reissue of License Renewal
- Return of License - Application of License Reissue
- Payment of the Registration of
License Tax and Fee
Article 6-2  Listening to Opinion
Article 7 Revocation of the License
Article 8 Delegation to government decree - Delegation to government
Chapter 3 Examination  Article 9 Purpose of the Examination
Article 10 Conduct an Examination - Examination subject
- Notice of Exam date
- Application of Identification
- Issue of Certificate
- Issue of Certificate and Fee
- Payment Fee
Article 11 Quialifications of candidacy for Physical therapist - Designation of University or Facilities
Examination - Request for designation
- Approval (Declaration) of Alteration
- Report
- Collection (Instruction) of Report
- Appointment cancellation
- Request Cancellation of Appointment
- Special Case of University or Facility by
Government
Article 12 Qualifications of candidacy for Occupational
therapist Examination
Avrticle 12-2 Consultation to Advice Council
Article 13 Prohibition to illegality
Article 14 Delegation to government decree - Delegation to government decree
- Competent Minister etc.
Chapter 4 Duty Article 15 Duty
Article 16 Duty of Confidence
Article 17 Restriction of the PT and OT
Article 17-2 Delegation to Authority
Chapter 5 Examination ~ Article 18  Examination board for PT and OT - Examination board for PT and OT
Board for PTand OT  Article 19 Prohibition of lllegality for the Exam Person in - Classification Business
Charge - Delegation to Authority
Chapter 6 Penalty Article 20 Leakage of test question/illegal score:Less than a
Year in Jail, Fine of 500,000 yen
Article 21 Penalty of the Divulgence
Article 22 Penalty of the name of the PT and OT
Supplementary Provision Special Acquisition of the License - Special Examination Subject
Special Acquisition of the qualifications of candidacy - More than Secondary School
for examination Graduate
Interim Measures of Unfavorable Disposition on
Consultation
Interim Measures of Penalty
Interim Measures of Hearing
Delegation to government decree
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Table 2. System of the "Medical Technician etc ACT” in Korea

Tae-Hyung Yoon

ACT Enforcement Ordinance Enforcement Regulations AT e
to PT or OT
Article 1 Purpose Purpose Purpose O
Avrticle 1-2 Definitions O
Avrticle 2 Classifications of Medical Technicians (@)
Article 3 Scope and Limit of Duties Scope and Limit of Duties (Medical O
Technician, Medical Recorder,
Opticians)
Article 4 License O
Article 5 Disqualifications O
Article 6 National Examination - Scope of the National Exam - Examination Subject O
- Enforcement Notices of the - Determination of Successful Candidate
National Exam
- Examination Board
- Take the National Exam
Article 7 Restriction, etc. of Examinees' Qualifications - Restriction of the Wrongdoer O
- Reconsideration of Regulation
Article 8 Registration, etc. of License - Issue of the License - Register of License O
- Issue of the License
Article 9 Prohibition, etc. of Services by Unlicensed Persons O
Article 10 Prohibition of Divulgence of Secrets O
Article 11 Report on Actual conditions, etc. - Report of the Condition - Report on the condition O
- Build a Reporting System
Article 11-2 Establishment Registration, etc. of Dental - Registration of Dental Laboratories x
Laboratories - Facilities and Equipment of Dental
Laboratories
Article 11-3 Compliance Requirements for Dental Technicians, - Request for production of Dental x
etc. Technician
Article 12 Establishment Registration, etc. of Eyeglass Shops - Registration of Eyeglass Shops x
- Standard of an Eyeglass Shop
Article 13 Report on Closure, etc. - Eyeglass Shop registry and registration X
certificate
- Report on Closure
Article 14 Prohibition of Exaggerated Advertisement, etc. X
Article 15 Reporting, Investigation, etc. X
Article 16 Association O
Article 17, 18, 19 Deleted
Article 20 Supplementary Education - Supplementary Education O
- Submission of Supplementary
Education Program and Result Report
- Method of Supplementary Education
- Preservation documents
Article 21 Revocation, etc. of License - Revocation of License - Request of License Revocation O
- Replacing Certificate for License
- Withdrawal of License
Article 22 Suspension of Qualification - Scope of injury to dignity O
Avrticle 23 Rectification Order X
Article 24 Revocation, etc. of Establishment Registration - Notice of Administrative disposition X
Article 25 Standards for Administrative Dispositions O
Article 26 Hearings - Processing of Sensitive Information and O
Identification Information
Article 26-2 Request of the Data Service x
Article 27 Fees - Fees etc. O
Article 28 Delegation or Entrustment of Authority - Entrust business O
Avrticle 29 Relation to other Acts x
Avrticle 30 Penal Provisions O
Article 31 Penal Provisions O
Article 32 Joint Penal Provisions (@)
Article 33 Administrative Fines - Imposition of Fine for Negligence O
Zo| A= FEE|Rte] S FA o) Wet ARFE Astar QL A0z (@) XS4k QAR | Bet F8H (M1 2-HI15%)
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Japan

Korea

Characteristics and

Differences - Chapter 6, Article 22

- Chapter 1. General Provision, Chapter 2. License, Chapter 3. Examination,
Chapter 4. Duty, Chapter 5. Examination Board for Physical Therapist &

Occupational Therapist, Chapter 6. Penalty
- Special Acquisition of the License for Foreigner

- After License and period of training courses, eligibility to take the physical
therapist or occupational therapist license each other

Similarity

- Independent Law (Physical Therapist & Occupational Therapist)

- The only one Law, including the optician, medical
recorder and six medical technicians

- No chapter, Article 33

- Article 22 is related to Physical therapist &
Occupational therapist among total Article 33

- This includes opening and management of Dental
laboratories and eyeglass shops

Composed of Act-Enforcement ordinance-Enforcement regulation
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