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Why did I Cope with so?: A Teacher’s Strategy to Cope with
Anomalous Situations in Primary Practical Science Lessons

Park, Jisun - Chang, Jina - Song, Jinwoong
(Seoul National University)

ABSTRACT

This study explores how a teacher copes with anomalous situation in primary practical science lesson and what
factors affect teacher’s strategy to cope with anomalous situations. The method of auto-ethnography was used
in order to capture the inner experience of the individual teacher. For this, one of the researchers participated
in this study as the teacher participant. Two science lessons that the researcher taught as a teacher were observed
by a co-author and video-recorded. However, only one lesson which the teacher experienced the anomalous
situation was analyzed. After the lesson, self-interviews were conducted with the co-author. Also the researcher
wrote four reflective journals about anomalous situations that she experienced. What has emerged in this study
is that anomalous situations were experienced by the teacher while students were doing practical work and while
students were presenting their results of practical work. As each anomalous situation was experienced in different
contexts, the strategies that the teacher used were different and were affected not only by the personal
epistemological belief but also by the socio-cultural context that the teacher was surrounded by. This study has
implications to help teachers who have difficulties in coping with anomalous situations.

Key words : anomalous situation, socio-cultural context, primary practical work, teacher’s strategy
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2 Al disid e 249 AN 2HE & pagexs) g2 gaugy 27 2esed
U2 It o] fFrAsHAl A skA Zsksith ER), 2z A3 g mAle tiA WL
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Aek. st AR FHE FAR dojd BYA T p2as wdzEg.
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