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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of stuttering severity on articulation rate measured from different
types of utterances in preschool children who stutter. Participants were 40 boys who stutter (CWS) and age-matched 10
boys who do not stutter (CWNS). CWS were sub-grouped based on the severity of their stuttering: 15 mild, 13 moderate,
and 12 severe. Utterances were categorized as “overall utterance” including all utterances that children spoke and “fluent
utterance” which did not contain any disfluencies. Utterances containing abnormal disfluencies were categorized as “SLD
utterance” for CWS. The results revealed no significant difference among groups in any type of utterance. There were
significant positive correlations in articulation rates between utterance types. Stuttering severity was not a factor for
characterizing the articulation rate of each type of utterance. Also, current findings suggest that articulation rate may not

predict speech motor control ability in preschool CWS.

Keywords: articulation rate, preschool children who stutter(CWS), stuttering severity, fluent utterance, SLD utterance
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Table 3. Correlation coefficients between articulation rates and
length of utterances(syllable) in each type of utterance
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