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Objective: The purpose of this study was to examine the main and interaction effects of mothers’
parental internal attributions and neuroticism on self-perception of the parental role.

Methods: A total of 138 mothers with toddlers in Seoul and other big cities in Korea completed
questionnaires, and data were analyzed by Pearson's correlation and multiple regression analyses.
Results: The results were as follows: First, mothers who attributed their successful parenting to
ability showed lower satisfaction, and mothers who attributed their successful parenting to ability
and effort showed higher feelings of equilibrium. Mothers with higher levels of neuroticism
showed higher competence, parental investment, and satisfaction in their self-perception of the
parental role. Second, there were significant interaction effects between ability attribution and
neuroticism on feelings of equilibrium, between effort attribution and neuroticism on feelings of
equilibrium, between ability attribution and neuroticism on competence, and between effort
attribution and neuroticism on parenting investment.

Conclusion: The findings of this research indicate that neuroticism showed a positive effect on
self-perception of the parental role because neuroticism indicates sensitivity in parenting. Further,
the effects of neuroticism on self-perception of the parental role differed by mothers internal
attribution.
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Table 1
Correlations Among Mothers’ Parent Attributions, Neuroticism, and Self-Perception of the Parental Role
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Mothers’ attribution

1. Maternal ability —

2. Maternal effort 3x** —
Mothers’ neuroticism

3. Neuroticism -.19* -.08 —
Mother’s self-perception

4. Equilibrium 23%* .30%* -.13 -

5. Competence -.20* -.06 31 -.40 —

6. Investment -.15 .10 38%x* -26%* A6 —

7. Satisfaction =27 -.03 37 - 450 S54Hx L62%F —
Mean 3.28 3.39 2.88 3.74 2.56 2.57 1.96
SD 0.66 0.65 0.66 0.59 0.59 0.77 0.68
Skewness -0.25 -0.31 0.18 -0.40 0.35 0.20 0.48
Kurtosis 0.36 0.53 -0.01 0.04 -0.25 -0.21 -0.51
Note. N = 138.

*p<.05.%p<.0l.**p<.001.
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AABIGATE. o] o VIF (Variance Inflation Factor) 4] 1.59 ~ &2 FFa&) sl A1le] 52 AT ve AT

4122 e} i34 0] AL gle Ao Aty 3 R Aolo] S © A 2 AOR 2757}
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ohE ATET} HLu o Ao|o] FHUL H-oju]sA A 2

ofmiu o] th2 et Rmoate] gl it FSHE W £ AR 272 BASIATHS = -20, = 216, p < .05). A
2 A1} YA A Bl o] G AT EE ofry o] 58 H HebgAy 1 & U & g Eo faf Ap4le] g
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Table 2
Mothers Parent Attributions and Neuroticism in Predicting Self-Perception of the Parental Role
Equilibrium Competence
B SE B R F B SE p LS i
Ability (A) 21 .08 21* .10 5.56™* -.14 .08 .14 13 7765
Neuroticism (B) -.06 .08 -.06 26 .08 26
AxB -.20 07 -23% 16 07 18
Effort (A) 30 08 30712 696"  _o4 08  -04 08  5.05%*
Neuroticism (B) -.06 .08 -.06 .30 .08 30%*
AxB -.20 .08 -21% .05 .08 .06
Parenting investment Satisfaction
B SE B R F B SE B R F
Ability (A) -.08 .08 -.08 13 8.00"** -21 .08 -21% .16 9.79***
Neuroticism (B) 35 .08 35%* 34 .08 B4
AxB .06 .07 .06 -.06 .07 -.07
Effort (A) 11 .08 11 18 10.87** .00 .08 .00 12 7.07%%*
Neuroticism (B) .34 .08 34 .36 .08 36
AxB 19 .08 20 04 08 .04

Note. N = 138. df = 3, 134.
*p<.05. *p<.01. "™ p<.001.
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Figure 1. Interactions between mother’s ability attribution and
neuroticism in equilibrium.
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Figure 2. Interactions between mother’s effort attribution and
neuroticism in equilibrium.
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neuroticism in competence.
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