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Objective: The present study examined the perspectives of grandparents raising their
grandchildren in an attempt to better understand grandparents’ child-rearing experience while
providing kinship foster care to their primary-grade grandchildren.

Methods: Data were collected through individual in-depth interviews with eight grandparents who
have raised one or two primary-grade (ages 8—10) grandchildren using a qualitative approach.
Results: First, the participants viewed the reason for their kinship foster care as a failure for
caring for their own children and accepted the present grandparent-care provision as their
responsibility. Second, the participants communicated constant struggles with their own health
and grandchild-care as well as positive/negative emotions associated with the care provision.
Third, most of the participants did not fully understand the developmental needs of their primary-
grade grandchildren. Fourth, the participants articulated concerns for their primary-grade
grandchildren's learning, peer interactions, school adjustment, and extra-curricular activities.
Lastly, the participants all agreed on hoping to raise grandchildren with good personality traits as
members of a society and to have them fill the gap from the loss of their parents.

Conclusion: Although most participants accepted the current circumstances as their obligation,
they still noted difficulties in child-care provision. Given the developmental needs of
grandchildren and the resource needs of grandparents, proper and continuous intervention
approaches should be developed/provided.
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Table 1
General Characteristics of Participants
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12k} 22} 7 WAL B UL Z S (semi-structured) 2] TH
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Fo WA f0 P B DTEE SHl
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Age and gender of grandchildren

Working Years of First
ID  Age status care child Second child Reasons for care
1 65 N 6 8 (Boy) Mother’s disappearance from home
2 69 Y 6 10 (Boy) 8 (Boy) Mother’s death
3 68 Y 7 10 (Boy) Parents’ disappearance from home
4 65 N 2 12 (Boy) 8 (Boy) Parents’ divorce
5 60 N 7 10 (Boy) Parents’ divorce
6 60 N 9 10 (Girl) 9 (Boy) Parents’ divorce
7 80 N 7 9 (Girl) 7 (Girl) Father’s imprisonment
8 72 N 9 10 (Girl) Parents’ deaths

Note. N = 8. Y/N = working/not working.
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