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ABSTRACT

Analyzing animation techniques used in webtoons and their potential

issues

Kim, Yu-mi

With the media’ s shift into the digital era in the 2000s, comic
book publishers attempted a transition into the new medium by
establishing a distribution structure using internet networks. But
that effort shied from escaping the parallel-page reading structure
of traditional comics. On the other hand, webtoons are showing
divers changes by redesigning the structure of traditional
sequential art media; they tend to separate and allot spaces
according to the vertical scroll reading method of the internet
browser and include animations, sound effects and background music.
This trend is also in accordance with the preferences of modern
readers. Modern society has complicated social structures with the
development of various media; the public is therefore exposed to
different stimuli and shows characteristics of differentiated
perceptions. In other words, webtoons display more relevant and
entertaining characteristics by inserting sounds and using moving
texts and characters in specific frames, while traditional comics
require an appreciation of withdrawal and immersion like other
published media. Motions in webtoons are partially applied for
dramatic tension or to create an effective expression of action. For
example, hand-drawn animation is adopted to express motions by
dividing motion images into many layers. Sounds are also utilized,
such as background music with episode-related lyrics, melodies,
ambient sounds and motion-related sound effects. In addition,
webtoons provide readers with new amusement by giving tactile
stimuli via the vibration of a smart phone. As stated above, the
vertical direction, time-based nature of animation motions and
tactile stimuli used in webtoons are differentiated from published
comics. However, webtoons’ utilization of innovative techniques
hasn't yet reached its full potential. In addition to the fact that
the software used for webtoon effects is operationally complex, this
is a transitional phenomenon since there is still a lack of
technical understanding of animation and sound application amongst
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the general public. For example, a sound might be programmed to play
when a specific frame scrolls into view on the monitor, but the
frame may be scrolled faster or slower than the author intended; in
this case, sound can end before or after a reader sees the whole
image. The motion of each frame is also programmed to start in a
similar fashion. Therefore, a reader's scroll speed is related to
the motion's speed. For this reason, motions might miss the intended
timing and be unnatural because they are played out of context.
Also, finished sound effects can disturb the concentration of
readers. These problems come from a shortage of continuity; to solve
these, naturally activated consecutive sounds or animations, like
the simple rotation of joints when a character moves, is required.

Key Word : Webtoon Direction, Animated Effect, Motion, Sound
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