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A Study on the Problem and the Direction of the Korean Modern Woodcraft

Sook-Kyung Cho

Department of Living Furniture Design, Seoil University, Seoul 02192, Korea

Abstract: This study aims to report on the problems of the Korean woodcraft in the past and to
suggest a new direction for the development strategy, in line with the government policy to pro-
mote domestic craft culture industry. This includes the problems of the woodcraft in Korea
which have been raising in contest-exhibits organized not only by industry and academia, but
also by government. The survey asked 48 people (24 in industry and 24 in academia) shows as
follows. The most serious problem shown in industry is the government-sponsored issue and it
should be premised on offering the market in this case. The question in academia reports that
the academic world little contributes to the development in industrial circles of the woodcraft,
and the problematic issues of the contests are the appraisal standard and the method of
evaluation. In brief, the government’s aggressive support should be always first and foremost for
the woodcraft industry which is often confronted with difficulties in research & development
and in securing distribution channels due to it’ small scale of business. Furthermore, the govern-
ment-led contest and certificate of qualifications should be redesign for filling the original pur-
pose and throughly carried out for the development of industries. Also university curriculum be-
ing far too disconnected from industries now should be focused on the collaboration between
industry and university, the training mission and the related seminars to overhaul the contents
of the department of the woodcraft and to create a progressive direction for the future
accordingly.
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Table 1. The Results of the Survey in Industry
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Table 2. The Results of the Survey on Contests
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Table 3. The Results of the Survey in Academia
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Table 4. The Current Status of Licence Application and Acquire in a Field of Wood * Furniture - Craft
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Table 5. The Current Status of Domestic Contests Related to the Woodcraft
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