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Female Peer Nurse’s Experiences Working with the Male Nurses

Suh, Yeonok' - Lee, Kyungwoo’

"Professor, School of Nursing, Soonchunhyang University, Asan; Professor, Department of Nursing, Hyejeon College, Hongseong, Korea

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to explore the experiences of female nurses who are working with the male nurse as a colleague
in the dlinical settings. Methods: Eleven female nurses who were working with a male nurse over six months were interviewed, and
the data were analyzed by using the Giorgi’s phenomenological method. Results: Six main meanings and nineteen themes emerged through
this study. The six main meanings were as follows; prejudice against male nurses’ roles, difficulties in establishing collaboration and
trust as a peer, deficit of intimacy due to inappropriate attitude, weakening stereotypes ideas about male nurses, permissive mind of
gender difference and individuality, expectations to the male nurses’ contributions to nursing profession. Conclusion: These results could
be utilized in the development of effective strategies to improve the male nurses’ adaptation to the nursing clinical settings.
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Table 1. Main Meanings and Themes

Theme

Main Meaning

Concerns that could not be well adapted to nursing

Worry that nurses role will be limitedly performed

Thinking of being more strong and powerful than women
Workload due to his inexperienced clinical performance
Disappointment not to meet the expectations

Do not have confidence to work with for a long time basis
Difficulty in believing and giving nursing work

Uncomfortableness due to insisting on his own way strong complaints
Being displeased with a impolite attitude

Unpleasant feeling because of his poor personal hygiene
Confirming of his active efforts for adaptation

Finding out unexpected good nursing skill

Becoming empathize to the position and difficulties of male nurses
Confirming of difference and strengths in gender

Accepting male nurse as a colleague

Expectation of better treatment for nurses

Confirming of his deep interesting in terms of nursing status improvement

Belief in cohesion and unity of nurses by his leadership

Having the preconceptions against male
nurses’ role

Difficulties in establishing collaboration and
trust as a peer

Deficit of intimacy because of inappropriate
attitude

Weakening stereotypes ideas about male
nurses

Permissive mind of gender difference and
individuality

Expectations to the male nurses’ contributions
in nursing profession

Being impressed by his sincerity for the pursuit of the missions and visions
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