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The purposes of the study are to investigate the experiences of major stakeholders (i.e. science teachers,
program instructors, local experts, etc.) who participated in implementing Community-Based
Socioscientific Issues Programs (SSI-COMM) and to provide educational implications for further
implementation. SSI-COMM dealt with three issues (i.e. abandoned pets, fine dust, and recycling) that
students often encountered in their local community. Each program, lasting over 16 class periods in
a free semester, included in-school and out-of-school activities in order to promote their interest and
participation in community. Four teachers, four program instructors, and six local experts joined the
interviews to explain their experience of participating in the programs. As a result, school teachers, program
instructors, and local experts positively appreciated their experiences of the program implementation and
perceived educational potentials of SSI-COMM. All the stakeholders mentioned that they became more
interested in local socioscientific issues and strongly perceived the need for the implementation of such
programs linked to their own community. The science teachers appreciated the opportunities to identify
students’ potentials through SSI-COMM and believed that SSI-COMM would contribute to reducing the
gap between learning and practice. The program instructors, observed that out-of-school activities
contributed to enhancing students’ self-confidence and fulfillment in learning. Finally, the local experts
obtained a sense of belonging to their community and were very satisfied with their contribution. The
SSI-COMM programs are expected to be one of the educational models that will help to encourage
the participation of students and stakeholders in facilitating educational activities in relation to the
community.
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Perceptions of Teachers, Program Instructors, and Local Experts on Implementing Community-Based Socioscientific Issues Programs

Table 1. Description of the participants in SSI-COMM
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Table 2. Interview protocols
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Figure 2. Major components of SSI-COMM
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