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Abstract The purpose of this qualitative study was to describe the experience of mothers who have had children
with cancer. Participants were sevenmothers who hadchildren diagnosed with cancer between 3 to 36 months. Data
were gathered through in-depth interviews and analyzed by Colaizzi's phenomenological methodology. Overall, 216
significant statements, 62 formulated statements, 16 themes and fivetheme clusters were identified. The fivetheme
clusters were ‘'heartbreaking sadness', 'arduous journey of battling', 'protect my child', 'feeling varying between
gratitude and disappointment', and 'suffering and wishing to be with family'. Mothers who have had children with
pediatric cancer receiving chemotherapy have experienced strong emotional fluctuations as well as hope asthey cope
with their ill child. However, they try to become strong women and embrace their family to cope with their situation.
The results of this study will support for health professionals to understand mothers who have had children with
cancer and to consider the supportive nursing care in considering mothers' emotional fluctuation.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Participants N=7
Particivant A Children with Cancer
articipan e Education Religion Age . . Duration of | brothers and
No. (years) Diagnosis Type of treatment .
(years) treatment sisters
1 47 University protestant 13 Oteosarcoma Chemothe-zrapy, 10 months older sister
Operation 2
. . Chemotherapy, younger
2 39 University None 13 Oteosarcoma . 9 months .
Operation sister 1
Acute
. . . . 2 years and
3 45 University Buddhist 6 Lymphocytic Chemotherapy 0
. 6 months
Leukemia
Acute
4 41 University Buddhist 15 Lymphocytic Chemotherapy 4 months }s/:)sltlgfclr
Leukemia
Chemotherapy,
5 26 University None 6 Wilms Oper'an'on, 7 months 0
tumor Radiation
Therapy
i h h
6 50 Middle Buddhist 13 Oteosarcoma Chemot f:rapy 11 months Older
school Operation brother 1
Hieh Acute
7 28 hg | Buddhist 3 Lymphocytic Chemotherapy 13 months 0
sehoo Leukemia
Table 2. Themes and Theme Clusters N=7

Themes

Theme Clusters

ominousness caused by mild symptoms
Irresistible fate

Feel my heart melted

Searching for a better treatment
Unfamiliar environment
Gradually being tired and exhausted
Mind walking on a thin ice
Acjeolham to so tolerant kids
Relying on God

Arduous journey of battling

A mother who is devoted to take care of her children
Being a strong-minded mother

Protect my dearest kid

Feeling hurt for not being considerate
kind people who share with heart
Being thankful for financial supports

Crossing sense between gratitude and disappointment

Worrying children’s disability
Relying on the family
Expectation After treatment

Sufferings and wishes with family
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