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Characteristics of the Rollover Critical Speed of a Trailer Equipped
with a Tilting System
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Abstract Rollover is a major concern for vehicles with a higher center of gravity and for improving driving
performance. This study investigates a tilting system to prevent rollover, which was successfully implemented for
high-speed trains. It may be useful to apply the concept of the tilting system to a large truck such as a trailer. Even
a small adjustment in the tilting angle can improve the driving stability during a steep turn. The equation of motion
was derived from a dynamic model of the trailer with the tilting system. The balance of the centrifugal force and
normal force determines the rollover critical speed for a given radius of the turn and load. To obtain a more
conservative criterion, the rollover critical state was defined as the instant when any side wheel loses contact with
the road. To actuate the tilting system, the optimal tilting angle must be calculated from the steering angle and the
vehicle speed. Using a simplified model of a large truck, the effects of the tilting angle and load on the rollover
critical speed were investigated.
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Fig. 1. Sketch of tilting system
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Fig. 2. Free body diagram of a large truck
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Table 1. Specifications of a 22t truck

Property Value
Overall length 12,650 mm

Overall width 2,495 mm

Overall height 3,145 mm
Length 10,100 mm

Cargo box Width 2,340 mm
Height 450 mm

Deck floor height 1,415 mm
Vehicle's weight 12,955 kg
Minimum radius of curvature 12,000 mm
Wheel base 7,950 mm

Table 2. Conditions of a large truck

Property Value

Wheel track 2000 mm

Height of vehicle's center of gravity 950 mm
Height of load's center of gravity 2700 mm
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