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A Structural Equation Model on Korean Adolescents’ Multi-cultural
Acceptance
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Abstract This study was conducted to develop a unified structural model that defines relationships among factors
that affect Multi Cultural Acceptance (MCA) for adolescents. This study was performed using the dataset from the
2016 Korean Children and Youth Panel Survey (KCPS). We analyzed the survey result from the dataset at the 0.05
significance level using the SPSS and AMOS version 22 programs. Specifically, we investigated several demographic
characteristics of the survey participants by a descriptive analysis method that adopted the maximum likelihood
estimate method to verify the fitness of the hypothetical model and the hypotheses therein. In addition, we applied
the x2-test, GFI, AGFI, CFI, IFI, and RMSEA to show the fitness level of our structural model. The results showed
that our proposed structural model demonstrated a fine fitness level. We found that key factors that affect MCA for
adolescents were ego-resilience, peer relationships, and sense of community. Overall, the results of our study indicate
that combinational intervention is needed to help adolescents lift their ego-resilience, as well as to develop peer

relationships and a sense of community.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Subjects

(N=1780)
Characteristics Items n %
Male 875 49.2
Gender Female 905 508
Religion Religion 479 26.9
No Religion 1301 73.1
. Poor 325 18.4
Economice Moderate 1127 633
status
Good 328 18.3
Seoul 161 9.0
Busan 109 6.1
Daegu 126 7.1
Inchon 108 6.1
Gwangju 69 39
Dacgjeon 82 4.6
Location Ulsan 81 4.6
Gyeonggi-do 274 154
Gangwon-do 54 3.0
Chungcheong-do 187 10.6
Jeolla-do 194 10.9
Gyeongsang-do 252 14.1
Jeju-do 83 4.7
All 1780
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Table 2. Descriptive Statistics of Variable (N=1780)
Variables Mean+SD Skewness Kurtosis
Multi-cultural Acceptance 12.4+£2.31 -.106 -.196
Sense of community 11.7£1.99 .017 457
Peer relationship 28.243.79 156 -.013
Ego-Resilience 39.8+5.43 .058 707
Table 3. Correlation among Variable (N=1780)

Ego-Resilience

Peer relationship

Sense of community Multi-cultural Acceptance

Ego-Resilience 1

Peer relationship 348%*
Sense of community 351%* 266%* 1
Multi-cultural Acceptance 277%* 221%* 351%* 1

#ip< 01

Table 4. Standardized Regression weights, C.R, SMC, Direct, Indirect and Total Effects of the Hypothetical Model.

Endosenous Exogenous Standardized Direct Indirect Total
Vanibles Vafiables Regression P SMC effect effect effect
weights(3) ®) ®) ®)
Peer - 337 337
- < -
relationship Ego-Resilience 337 10.640 .001 113 (002) (002)
Sense of - 417 417
- < -
community Ego-Resilience 417 11.376 .001 174 (002) (002)
. .064 216 279
Ego-Resilience .064 1.975 .048 (045) (003) (002)
Multi-cultural Peer 237 237
< -
Acceptance relationship 237 8.536 001 216 (.002) (.002)
Sense of 327 327
< -
community 327 9742 001 (.002) (.002)

Fit  Indices for
Hypothetical Model

X’=1214.06, df=147, p=000, GFI=930, AGFI=.909, CFI=907,
IFI=.907, RMSEA=.064

Abbreviations: C.R.; Critical Ratio, SMC : Squared Multiple Correlations

GFI:Goodness of Fit Index, AGFI:Adjusted Good of Fit Index
CFI:Comparative Fit Index, IFl:Incremental Fit Index
RMSEA:Root Mean Square Error of Approximation

LERITH(Table 3).
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