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A Study on the Effects of Early Adolescents' Developmental
Environment on their Delinquent behavior : Focused on the Mediating
Effects of Media Environment

Ta Kyung Hyun
The Graudate School of Social Welfare, Kyonggi University
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Abstract This study aimed to investigate the effect of adolescent development environment including parenting
attitude, peer relationship, and school environment on delinquent behavior, and between these relationships, the
mediate effect of media environment such as computer and mobile devices. The 6™ year data from Korean Children
& Youth Panel Survey (KCYPS) was used and the subjects were limited to 518 students of 7" grade who are in
their early adolescence. The result shows that adolescents under more affectionate, over involvement, and abusive
parenting attitude will commit delinquent behaviors more frequently, and so does alienated youth from their friends.
Parenting inconsistency and communication with friends make them use computer and cell phone more often, and
excessive media usage increases adolescent’s delinquent behavior. In conclusion, family environment and peer
relation have influence on adolescents’ delinquent behavior. Therefore, there is necessity to build development
environment that prevent adolescents’ delinquencies like parent education program or peer communication program
for example. Also, proper education program for using computer or cell phone usage can reduce adolescents’
delinquent behaviors, especially when its addictive aspect was recently issued.

Key Words : parenting attitude, peer relationship, school environment, media, delinquent behavior, multiple

regression analysis
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Table 1. Measurement tool and constitution
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Table 2. General characteristic of respondents

) Frequency ) Frequency
Variable %) Variable %)
Man 254(49.0) Six
metropolitan | 225(43.4)
Gender - "
Resideni City
Women | 264(51.0) al Area
Other 293(56.6)
Housing Apartment | 341(65.8)

Type
Otners | 177(342) Office Worker 327(63.1)

Occupati
High school on
234(45.2) Other
Fathers | draduate (Laborer) 191(36.9)
Academic
Level University
graduate | 284(54.8) ther 771153
above 30million won
Annual
High school
H
graduate 313604) '_o|use 30.01 ~50milli
Mother's old on won 244(47.1)
Academic Income
Level | University
graduate | 205(39.6) Oygr 50.01 1971380)
above million won
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Table 3. Correlation between variables

Tt 2| 3| 4|5 6] 7] 8| 9|10 11 12| 13| 14| 15| 16
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SR LE

4o [y

5 po [0 30 1T ]

g | 33|53/ [35 146 |146]

2 1 275 |50 429 (38 (o5

) 238|285 1249 [-214 133 3571191 1

9 178 1284 |-228 ;.128 .068*;32:;1815(1) 1

10[ 160 [-225 381 [284 |197 1337 |400 -355-465

1198278 09 g | g 2 o728 [194 T8

12269 129 =177 130 [140-235-1711175 |152 175377 1

13 271 120 206 102 111-.306-.1751490 |532 373369 [267 1
204

EANEE

14157 122 129 } 11313 1721427 [204 1390 |

15097 =151 1095 s ooz [098 |o7g |- oatl-oselods [ 2% os5-00| 1
o[ 11T [ogs 279 255 {258 [ 5% |35 T80 10125 | oo 20128 e |

1=permissive, 2=affectionate, 3=inconsistent, 4=excessive  expectation,
5=over-involevement, 6=neglect, 7=abusive, 8=communication, 9=trust,
10=alienation, 11=academic activity, 12=school rules, 13=peer relationship,
14=teacher-student relationship, 15=deliquent  behavior, 16=media
environment (xp < .05, *p < .01, »»p < .001)
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Table 4. Influencing relationship between developmental environment and delinquent behavior

Model Nonstandard Standardized t Significance probability
B Beta
(Constant) 20.942 - 8.893 0.000
Permissive —-0.556 -0.066 -1.497 0.135
Affectionate 0.940 0.116 2105 0.036+
Home Evironment Excesgive 0.187 0.023 0455 0.650
(Parenting atitude) Over-involvement 0.920 0.133 2805 0.005++
Inconsistent 0.209 0.027 0492 0.623
Neglect -0.449 -0.047 -0.856 0.392
Abusive 1.812 0205 3959 0.000##
Peer Communication 0427 0.041 0.765 0.445
) , Trust -0.860 -0.093 -1.708 0.083
relationship —
Alienation 1.445 0.184 3.700 0.000x#+
Academic activity 0.580 0.152 1510 0.132
School rule -0.539 -0.135 -1427 0.154
School environment | Peer relationship -0.082 -0.02 -0.178 0.858
Teacher-student 0.178 0046 0486 0627
relationship
RP=215, AR=.192, F=881.170(.000)+*

Dependent Variable: Delinquent behavior, *p<.05, *p<.01, *+p<.001
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Table 5. Influencing relationship between developmental environment and media environment
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.000
.000%**
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Significance probability

=

8

A7 o] vl 7
18,547
20,685

F o

=

Standardized
Beta
794

Non-standard
13.590
1512

881.170(.000) #+*

1630, F

Model
(Constant)
Computer, Mobile phone

R%=79%4, AR?
Dependent Variable: Delinquent behavior,sp<.05, »p<.01, *+p<.001

Table 6. Influencing relationship between media environment an delinquent behavior
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