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Abstract The purpose of this study is to provide basic data on the improvement and development of Korean
marathon through an analysis of the records of Korean Marathon and the World Marathon.

Based on the records of the Donga Marathon, the Chuncheon Marathon, and the JoongAng Marathon, which are
the three major marathons of Korea, the results of comparison and analysis of the records of Korean Marathon and
World Marathon are as follows. First, it is rare for the host country to win. The problem is that, recently, for more
than 10 years, the record gap with foreign players is increasing. Second, Comparisons between Olympic men and
women and world championships men and women had equally competed for a winning record until the 1990s, but
have not been able to reach the past winning record they recorded 20 years ago, and have been keeping a big
difference in the record with the world record.
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Fig. 1. Dong—A Marathon Men's Record
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Fig. 2. Dong—A Marathon Women's Record
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Fig. 4. Chuncheon marathon women's record
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Fig. 9. Korea and World Athletics Championships men's record
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Fig. 10. Korea and World Athletics Championships women's record
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Table 1. Korea Marathon and World Marathon Highest Record Transition Process (Men)

No Year Name Korean Record World Record
1 1931 Kim Eunbae 2:26:12 -

2 1935 Son, Gijeong / Fusashige Suzuki 2:25:14 2:27:49
3 1935 Yasuo Ikenaka - 2:26:44
4 1935 Son, Gijeong 2:26:42 2:26:42
5 1947 Suh, Yun-Bok 2:25:39 2:25:39
6 1952 James Peters - 2:20:04
7 1953 James Peters - 2:18:41
8 1953 James Peters - 2:18:35
9 1954 James Peters - 2:17:40
10 1957 Lim Jongu 2:24:55 -

1 1958 Sergey Popov - 2:15117
12 1960 Lee Changhun / Abebe Bikila 2:24:07 2:15:117
13 1962 Kim Yeonbeom 2:23:56 -
14 1963 Lee Sanghun / Toru Terasawa 2:21:54 2:15:116
15 1963 Leonard Edelen - 2:14:28
16 1964 Lee Sanghun / Basil Heatley 2:21:25 2:13:55
17 1964 Abebe Bikila - 2:12:12
18 1965 Lee Myeongjeong / Morio Shigematsu 2:21:21 2:12:00
19 1965 Kim Bokrae 2:20:19 -
20 1966 Kim Bokrae 2:19:07 -
21 1967 Derek Clayton - 2:09:37
22 1969 Park Bonggeun / Derek Clayton 2:18:18 2:08:34
23 1970 Kim Chahwan 2:17:34 -
24 1973 Kim Chahwan 2:17:01 -
25 1974 Cho Jaehyeong 2:16:26 -
26 1974 Moon Heungju 2:16:15 -
27 1981 Robert de Castella - 2:08:18
28 1984 Lee Hongryeol / Steven Jones 2:14:59 2:08:05
29 1985 Carlos Lopes - 2:07:12
30 1986 Yoo Jaeseong 2:14:06 -
31 1983 Belayneh Dinsamo - 2:06:50
32 1990 Kim Wangi 2:11:34 -
33 1991 Kim Wangi 2:11:02 -
34 1992 Hwang Yeongjo 2:08:47 -
35 1994 Kim Wangi 2:08:34 -
36 1994 Hwang Yeongjo 2:08:09 -
37 1998 Lee Bongju / Ronaldo Da Costa 2:07:44 2:06:05
38 1999 Khalid Khannouchi - 2:05:42
39 2000 Lee Bongju 2:07:20 -
40 2002 Khalid Khannouchi - 2:05:38
M 2003 Paul Tergat - 2:04:55
42 2007 Haile Gebrselassie - 2:04:26
43 2008 Haile Gebrselassie - 2:03:59
44 2011 Patrick Makau - 2:03:38
45 2013 Wilson Kipsang - 2:03:23
46 2014 Dennis Kimetto - 2:02:57
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Table 2. Korea Marathon and World Marathon Highest Record Transition Process (Women)

No. Year Name Korean Record Foreign Record
1 1980 Grete Watiz - 2:25:41
2 1981 Lim Eunju 3:00:16 -

3 1982 Lim Eunju 2:47:03 -

4 1983 Choi Gyeongja / Grete Watiz 2:44:48 2:25:29
5 1983 Lim Eunju / Joan Benoit 2:39:51 2:22:43
6 1984 Choi Gyeongja 2:38:47 -

7 1987 Kim Migyeong 2:32:40 -

8 1990 Ingrid Kristiansen - 2:21:06
9 1996 Oh Mija 2:30:09 -

10 1997 Kwon Eunju 2:26:12 -

1 1998 Loroupe - 2:20:47
12 1999 Loroupe - 2:20:43
13 2001 Naoko Takahashi - 2:19:46
14 2001 Catherine Ndereba - 2:18:47
15 2002 Paula Radcliff - 217118
16 2003 Paula Radcliff - 2:15:25

Table 3. 10th place in Korean marathon history
NO Record Date Name Team Place
1 2:07:20 2000-02-13 Lee Bongju Independen 2000 Tokyo International
2 2:07:49 1999-04-18 Kim lyong Kolon 1999 Rotterdam International
3 2:0809 1994-04-19 Hwang Yeongjo Kolon 1994 Boston International
4 2:08:30 2009-04-12 Ji Yeongjun Police College 2009 Daegu International
5 2:0834 1994-03-20 Kim Wangi Kolon 1994 Dona-A International
6 2:08:49 2000-02-13 Baek Seungdo Kepco 2000 Tokyo International
7 2:09:28 2011-03-20 Jeong Jinhyeok Konkuk Univ 2011 Seoul International
8 2:09:30 1992-03-22 Kim Jaeryong Kepco 1992 Dona-A International
9 2:10:12 1994-03-20 Yu Yeonghun Kepco 1994 Dona-A International
10 2:10:19 1992-03-22 Heo Uigu CheilJedang 1992 Dona-A International

Table 4. Top 10 World Marathon Men

NO Record Name Team Place Date
1 2:02:57 Dennis Kipruto Kimetto KEN Berlin 28-Sep-14
2 2:0303 Kenenisa Bekele ETH Berlin 25-Sep-16
3 2:03:05 Eliud Kipchoge KEN London 24-Apr-16
4 2:03:13 Emmanuel Kipchirchir Mutai KEN Berlin 28-Sep-14
5 2:03:13 Wilson Kipsang Kiprotich KEN Berlin 25-Sep-16
6 2:03:38 Patrick Makau Musyoki KEN Berlin 25-Sep-11
7 2:03:51 Stanley Kipleting Biwott KEN London 24-Apr-16
8 2:0359 Haile Gebrselassie ETH Berlin 28-Sep-08
9 2:04:11 Tamirat Tola ETH Dubai 20-Jan-17
10 2:04:15 Geoffrey Kiprono Mutai KEN Berlin 30-Sep-12
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Table 5. 10th place in Korean marathon
NO Record Date Name Team Place
1 2:26:112 1997-10-26 Gwon Eunju Independen 1997 Chuncheon International
2 2:26:17 2004-03-14 Lee Eunjeong chungnam 2004 Seoul International
3 2:27:20 2013-03-17 Kim Seongeun samsung 2013 Seoul International
4 2:27:48 2009-03-15 Lee Seonyeong andong 2009 Seoul International
5 2:29:44 2000-04-09 Oh Mija iksan 2000 jeonju-gunsan Interational
6 2:30:19 2004-03-14 Choi Gyeonghui Gyeonggi 2004 Seoul International
7 2:30:34 2012-03-18 Jeong Yunhui K-water 2012 Seoul International
8 2:31:21 2008-10-19 Yoon Seonsuk gangwon 2008 Dona-A International
9 2:31:32 2013-11-03 Park Hoseon samsung 2013 Seoul International
10 2:31:38 2003-11-02 Chae Eunhui Kolon 2013 Seoul International
Table 6. Top 10 World Marathon Women
NO Record Name Team Place Date
1 2:15:25 Paula Radcliffe GBR London 13-Apr-03
2 2:17:01 Mary Jepkosgei Keitany KEN London 23-Apr-17
3 2:17:56 Tirunesh Dibaba ETH London 23-Apr-17
4 2:1847 Catherine Ndereba KEN Chicago, IL 07-Oct-01
5 2:18:58 Tiki Gelana ETH Rotterdam 15-Apr-12
6 2:119:12 Mizuki Noguchi JPN Berlin 25-Sep-05
7 2:119:19 Irina Mikitenko GER Berlin 28-Sep-08
8 2:119:25 Gladys Cherono Kiprono KEN Berlin 27-Sep-15
9 2:19:31 Aselefech Mergia ETH Dubai 27-Jan-12
10 211934 Lucy Wangui Kabuu KEN Dubai 27-Jan-12
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