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Abstract The purpose of this study was to identify trends in nursing research on multicultural family in Korea and
suggest the direction for future research. A COSI model was used to guide the search process between the years
2008 and 2016, using the keywords ‘cultural diversity’, ‘women’, ‘spouses’, ‘family’, ‘children’ and ‘nursing’. Of
papers 137, 19 were doctoral dissertations, 10 were master’s theses and 108 were from academic journals. Nursing
research on internal married immigrant women has been steadily increasing since 2011. True experimental studies
began in 2014 and most of the experimental studies were quasi-experimental studies. The research subjects were
married immigrant women, and research on children, husband, mother-in-law and couple was very poor. The lack
of information on the validity/reliability of the translated instruments were noted. The overall findings of this study
suggest that future research should include more well-designed experimental studies. It is necessary to extend the
study to husband and mother-in-law living with married immigrant women. Considering the ethnic background of
the subject, it is necessary to develop a research tool with well-translated validity and reliability.
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Table 1. Characteristics of Reviewed Studies (N=137)
Characteristics 2008 2011 2014 Total
~2010 ~2013 ~2016 n (%)
Manuscript type
Doctoral dissertation 31000 6(10.3) 10(204) 19(13.9)
Master’s thesis 26.7) 8(138) 10(7.3)
Academic journal 25(83.3) 44(75.9) 39(79.6) 108(78.8)
30 58 49 137
Research Design
Quantitative Research
Experimental design 20
True experimental design 4(8.3) 4(3.0)
Quasi-experimental
design 5(17.2) 586 6(125) 16(11.9)
Non-experimental design 91
Survey 15(51.7) 32(55.2) 22(45.8)  69(51.1)
Methodological research 269 469 2(4.2) 8(5.9)
Structure 269 234 242 6(4.4)
Literature review 1(3.4) 1(1.7) 2(4.2) 430)
Second analysis 1(1.7) 36.3) 4(3.0)
Total 111
Qualitative Research
Grounded theory 101.7) 1(2.1) 2(15)
Phenomenological
research 134)  6(10.3) 36.3) 10(7.4)
Content analysis 2(6.9) 1(1.7) 1(2.1) 4(30)
Ethnography research 2(3.4) 1(2.1) 3(22)
Other 2(34) 1(2.1) 322
Total 22
Triangulation 1(3.5) 1(1.7) 2(15)
Data collection Method
Questionnaire 23(852) 38(71.7) 31(70.5) 92(74.2)
Interview 4(148) 12(226) 7(159) 23(186)
Online survey 1190 5(11.4) 6(4.8)
Medical records 1(1.9) 1(0.8)
Multicultural family survey 1(1.9) 1(2.3) 2(1.6)
Data collection place
Social welfare institution 15(55.6) 29(55.8) 22(47.8)  66(52.8)
Public health agency 5(185) 11(21.2)  7(152) 23(184)
Hospital 4(14.8) 5(9.6) 4(87) 13(104)
School 1(37) 47.7) 2(4.4) 7(5.6)
Participants’ house 2(7.4) 1(1.9) 4(87) 7(5.6)
Secondary review 238  7(15.2) 9(7.2)
Ethical consideration
Institutional Review
Board(RB) 516.7) 22(379) 36(735  63(46.0)
Not reported 25(83.3) 36(62.1) 13(26.5)  74(54.0)
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Table 2. Characteristics of Studies Published in the

Academic Journal (N=108)

Characterisii 2008 2011 2014 Total

araclersiics ~2010  ~2013 ~2016  n (%)
Number of researchers

1 10(40.00  7(15.9)  4(10.3) 21(19.4)

2 5@20.0) 19(43.2) 22(56.4) 46(42.6)

3~5 8(32.00 17(386) 12(30.8) 37(34.3

>6 2.0 12.3) 125 437
Occupation of first author

Professor 22(88.0) 42(95.4) 33(84.6) 97(89.8)

Nurse 3(12.0 246) 6(154) 11(10.2)
Occupation of
corresponding author

Professor 24(9%.0) 41932) 38(974) 103(95.4)

Nurse 14.0) 3(6.8) 1(2.6) 5(4.6)
Research fund supporting

Inside grant 6(24.00 9(20.4) 9(23.1) 24(22.2

Qutside grant 520.00 11250  4(10.3) 20(18.5)

No 14(56.0) 24(54.6) 26(66.6) 64(59.3)
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Table 3. Participants Characteristics of Reviewed

Studies

Characteristics

2014
~2016

Participants
Women
Children
Husband
Mother-in-law
Couple

Country of origin®
Vietnam
Philippines
China
Japan
Cambodia
Thailand
Mongolia
Uzbekistan
Russia

Translation language”
Vietnamese
Chinese
English
Cambodian
Filipino
Japanese
Mongolian

Interpreting help

Yes
Translator
Other immigrant women
Husband

No
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