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Abstract

The history of modern Korean ‘kimchi’ can be traced through the history of the wordforms ‘dihi’ (T13]), ‘dimchai’ (2 %)),
and ‘thimchai’ (8 %)) in ancient Korean texts. As native Korean words, the ‘dihi’ word line (‘dihi’, ‘dii’, %jihi’, and ‘ji’)
constitutes an old substratum. This word line coexisted with the ‘dimchai’ word line (dimchai, jimchai, and kim/chi) from
the Hanja 9k2%°. Ji°, which is the last word variation of ‘dihi’, and is still used today as the unique form in several Korean
dialects. In standard Korean, however, it only serves as a suffix to form the derivative names of various kimchi types.
‘Dimchai’ is believed to have appeared around the 6-7" centuries, when Silla began to master Chinese characters.
Hence, ‘dimchai’ reflects either the Archaic Chinese (5 ) or the Old Chinese (475 pronunciation of the Hanja, It
2. With the palatalization of the plosive alveolar [t], ‘dimchai’ changed to imchai’. The Yangban intellectuals’ rejection
of the palatalization of the plosive velar [k] led to the hypercorrection of ‘jimchai’ into ‘kimchai’. It is precisely the
hypercorrect ‘kimchae’ that gave the wordform “kim/chi’, which has eventually become the standard and predominant form
in today’s Korean language. Regarding ‘thimchae’, it reflects the Middle Chinese (Yuan Dynasty) pronunciation of the
Hanja ¥£2&” and was used mainly in writing by Yangban intellectuals.
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<Figure 2> ‘kimchai’ (%l %)) appeared in Bodeokgongbimangrok
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<Table 1> historical change of ‘chimchae’, ‘kimchi’, ¢ji’
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