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Abstract

It was argued that the collectivism found among Koreans are quite differenct from the collectivism
defined by Western theories. The study aims to define the dimensions of the Korean collectivism (Uri,
we-ness) and to examine the influence of Uri dimensions on various interpersonal communication
behaviors. Result found that Uri was composed of six dimensions: Mental support, group—selfishness,
group-skepticism, individual sacrifice, group—oriented attitude, and emotional intimacy. The six
dimensions were able to be integrated into positive collectivism (mental support, group-oriented
attitude, emotional intimacy) and negative collectivism (group-selfishness, group-skepticism, individual
sacrifice). It was found that positive collectivism generally influenced on constructive communication
behaviors while negative collectivism generally influenced on deconstructive communication behaviors.
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