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Statistical Analysis of Draupner Wave Data
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ABSTRACT: In this paper, the time history of the surface elevation measured at the Draupner platform in the North Sea in 1995 is used to examine
the statistical characteristics of the wave data. The wave statistics for 48 surface measurements, which contain three freak wave occurrences, are
summarized. The quartiles, boxplots, correlations, and pair plots of 15 variables, along with the abnormality index, are presented. The kurtosis and
skewness of the surface elevation are two variables that are highly correlated with the abnormality index, which defines freak waves. Principal coordinate
analysis showed that the direction of the changes in the abnormality index agreed with the changes in the kurtosis and skewness. In addition, various
wave heights, except the maximum wave height, showed a similar direction for the height changes, and various wave periods showed a similar direction
for the period changes. Based on the correlations and PCA analysis, the kurtosis and skewness of the surface profiles are the two most important variables
to predict the abnormality index.
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Table 1 Draupner wave data statistics

ID Data o v K H 1, Hy  Heo Ho Tp o H T, 7, v S, V7

01 D01 0620 1.922 0.102 2884 480 9.59 739 533 1237 1084 7.69 9.10 11.76 0.404 0.060 2.40
02 DO01_0920 1943 0.196 3.553 465 920 7.64 534 1363 11.75 776 881 1333 0434 0.064 1.28
03 D01 1420 2.790 0.253 3.132 7.10 11.88 1085 7.85 1649 1505 11.14 1081 1538 0450 0.061 1.57
04 DO1 1520 2983 0413 4062 7.12 1128 1158 820 2558 1250 11.92 10.81 1538 0475 0.065 1.88
05 DO01_1620 3.020 0217 3293 7.57 1258 1220 855 2046 1429 12.04 11.53 18.18 0461 0.058 0.76
06 D01 1720 2.849 0.134 2929 679 1120 11.10 7.70 1574 17.80 11.37 1090 1538 0.488 0.061 1.66
07 D01 1820 2991 0233 2976 7.83 12.70 1186 870 20.18 1552 1196 11.18 1538 0.481 0.061 1.89
08 D02 0620 1.730 0.162 2912 433 943 664 481 1052 9.03 688 883 1176 0414 0.057 1.81
09 D04 2340 1.546 0226 2999 370 791 595 420 982 1017 615 782 1053 0393 0.064 239
10 D05 0020 1.666 0.136 2568 434 888 633 471 880 874 662 827 11.76 0384 0.062 1.64
11 D05 0140 1.554 0.087 2820 383 831 589 427 885 1127 619 7.83 1053 0428 0.065 243
12 D05 0320 1.522 0.177 3.067 3.69 824 608 421 817 945 6.06 797 10.53 0383 0.061 231
13 D05 0620 1.783 0.197 2829 447 875 691 494 1030 1036 7.12 840 11.76 0403 0.065 1.98
14 D05 0920 1.788 0.138 3.056 4.51 894 679 498 1241 1015 7.14 806 11.76 0480 0.070 1.99
15 DO05_1220 1.965 0.147 2863 492 951 760 548 1216 9.08 782 846 11.76 0.490 0.070 2.50
16 D05 1820 1.832 0.119 2892 443 9.00 715 501 999 1005 731 862 11.76 0428 0.063 2.11
17 D052120 1.512 0.144 3.122 368 855 573 413 1159 1144 601 815 11.76 0435 0.058 1.27
18 D052220 1.586 0.085 2797 3.89 875 621 436 917 1001 632 849 11.76 0424 0.056 145
19 D09 1920 1.576 0.050 3.160 396 857 617 441 1066 9.79 628 7.87 952 0399 0.065 3.98
20 D09 2120 1.571 0.079 2945 376 822 609 427 994 862 624 809 1053 0421 0061 248
21 D09 2240 1.738 0226 3.702 4.08 837 691 474 11.02 1040 695 834 10.53 0420 0.064 3.20
22 DI0_ 0020 1982 0.180 2706 5.04 9.13 757 554 1026 1009 791 841 1176 0451 0.072 2.56
23 D10 0320 2.000 0.073 2645 493 941 774 550 1028 1192 799 884 1053 0417 0066 4.35
24  DI0 0620 1.865 0.163 2981 479 947 7.09 526 1221 949 743 847 1176 0452 0.066 2.20
25 D10 0920 1.696 0.120 2872 4.15 9.04 653 462 1002 1132 676 875 11.76 0414 0057 1.73
26 DI1_1540 1.539 0.136 2753 375 870 579 417 824 922 613 820 11.76 0441 0058 1.33
27 DI1_1620 1.552 0.047 2984 359 817 594 411 897 1086 618 829 11.76 0438 0.058 1.36
28 DI1 1820 1.694 0.137 3.049 422 893 671 472 1074 1153 675 837 1053 0435 0062 299
29 DI1.2120 1.854 0.145 2801 4.64 920 7.04 514 979 1107 738 866 11.76 0438 0063 2.17
30 DI2 0020 1.884 0.111 2902 481 1020 736 532 1087 11.65 752 890 1333 0504 0.061 1.18
31 DI2 0320 1.566 0.112 2772 394 897 590 430 9.04 1053 623 812 11.76 0480 0.060 1.40
32 D16 1340 1.554 0.017 2841 377 835 588 424 941 1005 6.17 812 1053 0403 0.0600 241
33  DI6 1500 1.539 0.185 3.193 368 833 597 418 878 888 6.15 803 1053 0413 0.061 239
34 D16 1520 1552 0214 3365 376 806 591 423 11.10 1026 6.17 7.87 1053 0413 0.064 241
35 D16 1620 1.641 0.123 3.015 402 813 638 452 963 9.66 656 784 1053 0406 0.068 2.79
36 D16 1820 1.565 0237 2846 385 816 597 428 892 830 624 7.83 1053 0422 0.065 247
37 D16 2140 1514 0.143 2989 366 826 59 413 921 912 604 809 11.76 0427 0.059 1.28
38 D16 2220 1557 -0.103 2.613 386 842 596 427 814 1024 6.18 808 11.76 0436 0.061 137
39 DI17.2240 1.791 0221 3.085 433 859 685 490 1201 978 7.3 811 10.53 0.403 0.069 3.39
40 DI8 0320 1947 0.117 2761 492 950 7.61 546 1131 971 778 888 11.76 0416 0.063 2.46
41 DI8 0620 1.692 0.134 2884 4.01 807 641 452 875 1019 674 804 11.76 0433 0.067 1.72
42  DI8 0700 1.777 0.142 2928 430 853 687 4.86 10.09 1003 7.09 825 10.53 0428 0.067 3.34
43 DI8 0840 1.587 0316 3210 3.88 836 614 436 960 1033 633 792 11.76 0439 0.065 1.46
44  DI8 1000 1.593 0.122 2685 4.10 872 624 450 851 810 635 800 11.76 0412 0.064 147
45 DI8 1300 1.523 0.110 2.826 3.82 868 593 427 923 939 606 819 1053 0376 0.058 2.31
46 D19 2300 1.527 0617 5286 3.69 7.19 610 427 1387 798 608 643 952 0.546 0.094 3.71
47 D20 0020 1.811 0.154 2778 459 868 696 506 960 9.18 719 818 952 0351 0.069 531
43 D20 0320 1907 0241 2995 464 865 737 522 1106 1187 759 823 1053 0456 0.072 3.89
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Table 2 Summary of wave statistics from data containing freak wave
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Description DO1_1520 D05 2120 D19 2300
o, RMS of wave elevation 2.98 1.51 1.53
5 Skewness of wave elevation 041 0.14 0.62
K Kurtosis of wave elevation 4.06 3.12 5.29
H, Average wave height 7.12 3.68 3.69
7, Average zero up-crossing period (time domain) 11.28 8.55 7.19
H )y Significant wave height (time domain) 11.58 5.73 6.10
H RMS of wave height 8.20 4.13 427
H .. Maximum wave height 25.58 11.59 13.87
Ty Wave period of maximum wave height 12.50 11.44 7.98
H, Significant wave height (frequency domain) 11.92 6.01 6.08
T, Average zero up-crossing period (frequency domain) 10.81 8.15 6.43
7, Peak period of wave spectrum 15.38 11.76 9.52
Iy Peak frequency of wave spectrum 0.065 0.085 0.105
v Bandwidth of wave spectrum 0.48 0.44 0.55
S, Significant steepness 0.07 0.06 0.09
Vs Peak enhancement factor (JONSWAP spectrum) 1.88 1.27 371
AT Abnormality Index = A, /H, 4 221 2.02 2.27
Table 3 Quartiles of variables
Min 25 % 50 % 75 % Max
o, 1.512 1.556 1.695 1.890 3.020
o -0.103 0.116 0.143 0.201 0.617
K 2.568 2.825 2.929 3.072 5.286
H 3.590 3.828 4.185 4.685 7.830
T 7.190 8.345 8.710 9.253 12.700
H, 3 5.730 5.970 6.585 7.363 12.200
H 4.110 4.270 4715 5.275 8.700
. 8.140 9.200 10.175 11.695 25.580
Ty 7.980 9.435 10.160 11.283 17.800
H, 6.010 6.188 6.755 7.538 12.040
T, 6.430 8.055 8.240 8.683 11.530
T, 9.520 10.530 11.760 11.760 18.180
v 0.351 0.413 0.428 0.450 0.546
S, 0.056 0.061 0.063 0.065 0.094
o7 0.760 1.545 2.185 2.485 5.310
Al 1.330 1.458 1.525 1.655 2.270
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Fig. 4 Boxplots of wave data
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Q-Q Plot for D01_1520

Q-Q Plot for D19_2300

Q-Q Plot for D05_2120
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