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A study on Establishment and Management
of the CCTV in Operating Room

Minji Kim
Department of Medical Law and Ethics, Graduate School, Yonsei University

=ABSTRACT=

Recently, medical accidents related to surgical procedures have increased. In
addition, the media reported that some of these accidents were involved in health
crimes. Patient-advocate groups have called for mandatory establishment and
management of CCTV in operating rooms. There is a lot of discussion among the
interested parties, so it is necessary to review the relevant laws and regulations.
The purpose of this study is to identify the characteristics of CCTV in operating
rooms and to review legislations related to establishment and management of the
CCTV 1in operating rooms.

Medical institutions use CCTV for management of facilities and patient safety
and install it in operating rooms optionally.

The Constitution guarantees the privacy and the privacy of correspondence of
every citizen, but it can be limited by the law for public welfare. Currently, however,
there is no existing law about establishment and management of the CCTV in
operating rooms and it can be defect of legal system.

Under the current legislations, it is likely that the Self-determination can be
violated due to the characteristic of healthcare provider when CCTV is mandatorily
installed in operating room. In addition, the regulations on access and leakage of
confidential information known by operator are insufficient. So that, the safety of
the visual data might be threatened. Furthermore, unless the period and the place
of storage of the visual data are clearly defined, it is highly unlikely to meet the
original purpose of patient safety and prevention of medical accidents.

This study is meaningful as there is few previous study on this topic although

the need for legal review about this is growing and several bills are being proposed.
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It is expected that the results of this study can be utilized as basic data for enactment
or amendment of the laws and regulations about establishment and management of

CCTV in operating rooms.

Keyword : CCTV, Operating Room, Constitution, Personal Information Protection
Act, Patient Safety




