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Factors Affecting Intentions of Reporting Child Abuse: The Interaction between
Type of Abuse, Sex, and Construal-level
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Abstract

This study explored measures to promote the reporting of child abuse, instances of which are increasing year
after year. To this end, 16 cases of child abuse, encompassing four instances of each of the four types of child
abuse (physical, neglect, sexual, and emotional), were presented to participants to examine whether the perception
of each type of abuse affected the degree of its perception as a case of child abuse. Next, the effects of the four
types of child abuse on the intention to report child abuse (low vs. high) were investigated in terms of gender (male
vs. female) and the construal level. The results revealed that the participants' differed in the intent to report child
abuse, depending on varied factors despite the fact that they perceived all cases as child abuse. In particular, no
difference was found between men and women in their intent to report child abuse for cases of physical abuse and
neglect. However, women exhibited a stronger intent than men to report sexual and emotional abuse. Further, the
intention of reporting child abuse was stronger at the high construal level (related to why child abuse must be
reported) than it was at the low construal level (concerned with what to do about child abuse). The practical
implications of this study include the provision of educational content, the creation of publicity materials that place
differing emphases on sex, and the application of low construal level education for reporting child abuse.
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Table 1. Perceived child abuse(a = .798) in 16 cases (M = 6.11, SD = .59)

Physical abuse(PA) Negligence(NG) Sexual abuse(SA) Emotional abuse(EA)
a=.712 a = .513 a = .667 a = .533
Case No. Mean SD Case No. Mean SD Case No. Mean SD Case No. Mean SD
PAl 5.80 1.41 NG1 5.32 1.92 SA1 6.28 0.99 EAl 6.44 1.01
PA2 5.44 1.62 NG2 6.32 1.08 SA2 6.44 0.81 EA2 6.56 0.73
PA3 6.38 1.09 NG3 6.40 0.93 SA3 6.14 1.11 EA3 5.76 1.57
PA4 6.34 0.87 NG4 6.26 0.85 SA4 5.98 1.38 EA4 5.82 1.10
PA 5.99 1.25 NG 6.08 1.19 SA 6.21 1.07 EA 6.15 1.10
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7F YEFTHE(, 296) = 6.423, p < .001, > = .03). =
ARtA o7 JA o] obg et A =(M = 5.40, SD
= 1.00) 2t} o e] obgstth Ao (M = 5.64, SD
= .76)7} B 73 3(1(298) = 2.249, p = .025), FHE
2= AAA g FFl ek AWM = 535, SD =
1.58)2F o A(M = 5.47, SD = .92)2] 2132 % (£(298)
= 1058, p = 291) B A K i FAWM =
5.40, SD = 1.22)3} SJA(M = 5.48, SD = 1.03)°] 2L
O] %=(1(298) = .635, p = .526)= Are|7F §IAE WHA,
A7 g F3olHe= FAWM = 549, SD = 1.03)E.t}
od(M = 5.84, SD = .85)°] Ao E=7F = kI(1(298)
= 3.196, p = .002), A4 g FHNMZ FAHAM
=537, SD = 1.07)Et} (M = 5.74, SD = .84)9]

2~
T

N

Ao 7) = kth#(298) = 3.211, p = .001). Fig. 1=
A3} obF ot 3¢ o AHgo] ofsdt 42129
Lo uAE g3E HoFEoh

ESt op st Alazel tigh s gFo] Aol re
A= FEAE FEET 7 AJTHA(, 298) = 97.841,
p <.001, i = .29). 5 HNHH O R ofFeit) 4lald]

sl AeE slAS & WM = 6.14, SD = .55)7F I
F M-S & wj(M = 4.97, SD = .70)H.t} A7 =7}
733 TH#(298) = 16.028, p < .001).

obg gt 2larel] tigh A4 A Z=(M = 6.05,
SD = .73)0] 2 a4 27 (M = 4.81, SD = .86)1H.
ok 2A A gl tigt A= rt 73 A(1(298)
13.353, p < .001), A5 s1AS & wj(M = 6.03, SD
= 92)7F AFF A4S T wj(M = 4.88, SD = 951
o} wkelo) ik AT b ZF 0 W (1(298) = 10.733,
p < .001), A5 AL oM = 6.28, SD = .65)7t
A wj(M = 5.16, SD = .83)H.t} A2 )

N
EIAG

~

Q
g 6 584 574 564
g 535 547 5.40 5.49 ifi? iif ifﬂ
o
=5
ey
o
T
24
@ Omale
L 3 mfemale
S
5
€ 2

1

PA NG SA EA ALL

Types of child abuse

Fig. 1. The effect of interaction between types of child abuse
and sex on intention to report child abuse. Error bars mean
standard error of the means. * : p < .05. ** : p < .01.

~
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Ohigh-level
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B low-level
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w

Intention to report child abuse
£

N
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Types of child abuse
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Fig. 2. The effect of construal level on reporting child abuse
on intention to report child abuse. Error bars mean standard
error of the means. *™* : p < .001.
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Table 2. Descriptive statistics about intention to report child abuse according to age range, report obligation, case order

Claiall PA NG SA EA CA(ALL)
N sub-factors
factors Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD
41 20~29 5.96 0.78 5.66 1.12 6.01 0.80 5.89 0.92 5.88 0.75
A 137 30~39 5.33 0.96 5.40 1.03 5.59 0.90 5.56 0.89 5.47 0.81
g 101 40~49 5.36 1.10 5.43 1.25 5.74 1.03 5.57 1.01 5.53 0.97
21 50~ 5.33 1.01 5.54 0.76 5.88 0.75 5.60 0.92 5.59 0.72
Report 160 obligator 5.54 1.06 5.47 1.09 5.78 1.00 5.70 1.00 5.62 0.91
obligation | 140 non-obligator | 5.31 0.93 5.45 1.12 5.65 0.85 5.51 0.85 5.48 0.79
150 A 5.49 1.03 5.39 1.12 5.79 0.97 5.67 0.97 5.58 0.90
Case order
150 B 5.37 0.99 5.53 1.08 5.65 0.89 5.56 0.90 5.53 0.82
o thal Ao =7k 748 7(#(298) = 13.079, p < .001), gk Aol obF st Aol wAE= &3t
A<t el WM =619, SD = .67)7F A s A AKAM(ATEA 2-1), AEH oks e fEe] e
o Wj(M = 5.04, SD = .81)E T} HA ol Tt 4l g e FHEHATHA A 2-2). AREH o=
T 73 TH#(298) = 13.407, p < .001). Fig. 2+ ool Aoyt dAe ARt P, 4l
obEstlol g Aol opsait) Azl vl AH sjel PAlHE Fuie] AueEel] po)r}
A= BHE BT o]99 tE 8JE(H, Ao, g2 st e YA st A= OEWO] =@
OFE ST AL WA A, obF ST ALAIA A BT AE A wE el thFig. 1) A3 FAbek
o] ot AT oo N FE e} AT AL E B A 7 0] 217 o} =S Al 9] E o U]x]% 2=
= A THps > .05)(Table 2). VERA] ekobth( 2 A] 3).
tlstel obEstt) 230 te s AlGEo] oFE st

5. =2

& A7 ok s YRR ok sl Etal A1 7ts)
(A=A 1) B ooke s A= vE
TEAl 1-2), g8l wep obgeit] Ao et
(Q72Al 2-1), A obssl F3o] Fu
obe st Alale] mIA= Ea7h A=H(AT
-2), ok St AlaL e} Abe} WA A O b= of
AL =7E BEA(RI T A-3) ol 2k EA A
A=A B O}Efﬂtﬁ Alatel] o XV% El

g

>
2 o it To
oo, o o x 2

lo o D ooft Hn o gL
1o

HUodlo o o

AR O = o]-EEH:H,/] Y 712 3 (A vs.
vs. Aol obF st Azt mX = &=
RO ATFEA] 1-1), oFs3t o] F3 o] o5 Stth
Jo ko] mAlE e YERRTHAFEA 1-2).

ANAEL QA ) > AA] By > Wl = Al

St} ¢0.2 okFo) AEE s SHAL

s

J[N r> §2 i)

L
-

vs. A

s
&

AzeEe] VWAL EAHE B2

Al 4). FAH2R obg St el AFEo®

S|

(01“471] obFeth AE & AJNANG "t AFFEL
2 Al obsdd AE sfof AN Wrh

obFotth Ao =7t 73l vhFig. 2).

5.1, MalATree| ok

AT Fa% ¥ F sk ok st f3el
mret A Erh depivke A o|FA GepAA
st Aol J3E vzl 8. 47F dlolgts Aotk &
42 Sttt A stofol] thek Al o= Wl A
A A S ET 75T, ol 34 el A Sl
of ek ool A eert FAo Ay rtt 7
stk Blell 71913 e(Fig. 1)

42 ste] tigk A3 e] Al ert wAd el 4la
o|EH Ty Zhe AL A ARIA Fide] B
o] AJRIA AT =2 A #Ho] A& 7HeA
o] At} AR Zd(Gender sensitivity)©] 2, 3 7l
o] A Heol drht A whE-skeAol o



2 HE @) AR ARt o9
4AA 7Hdel A YeERdtHAhn, Kim, & Ahn,
2005). =, G A HT A 2pHA A gFo] 7}l

o FAET F Hel at 2ol #rHGlick,

o2
FAdol relAtel il o Aol FajAR=T, ol WA
B #HE 449 HAA S A== 7
S730] Utk I AL olFA A=E Ao AU 2
T4 A I AHE AR Sy Wl R O
Aztst St E A ZtEA TEQla, AR E oE
FIEET AXert Az o2 Helrh whA
AR Adol e FAEdAE A s Ak
o] AA A it el 22 At =3 Zfol 7t A
ZhE|A] kAL, 1o whEk Ao E M E xfolE B
o|x] & Ao 7 AT 4 AUtk

A stfell ek o] Alae| vt JAd o] Alae]
SR e @42 A9 T3 sEel de] 34
SEHEGD =2 A3 Aol do] HItKChristov-

Moore et al., 2014; Eisenberg & Lennon, 1983). A
Ao g G AR Bl #A ] onlstE vt
o] i, gl g olsfista A
= 53] Yti(Eisenberg, Fabes, &
e

Shea, 1989). ©]2]3k HU ztol= A Stthol A
S

Aol e B o] FASES e FasrEud
A WES sb5Ae] 9o, ole] whet 34 Sy
of e dAlel ATelmst o e] AneErT) of
AHL + 3

+
Spolch. ojzle @del vekhd wiZele o}E iy
Aarel B gk s Aol obF STl Alarel] thEk el A
Aol G w3 7] WEC 2 HeltKLiberman &

Trope, 2008; Trope & Liberman, 2003; 2010). 3%
O & obF ot AN E o soF st=A|ol| thall AbaLE)
Al = obF st Aael 4AlE A Arlgte] "ol A,
obFeit) AN E B ok & U= A ekA] A =
3, AHRHO R obF st Ay e|wrt vrobd ThsAd
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AbALsHAl = obg e larel AlElAd A zte] 7t

A E3L, A3F o obF st AlaLe)

7H540l 9tk
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AA| StH(Physical Abuse, PA)
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PA2. 144 oJ#} o2 H|3) EAlz 2159} 7+
AR FH, Sl £ Tk AR A sk A
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AFoA ASHH ZeEs stal 7hed S
ol g3kl &5 g ofol A= srhd FH s} Enpe
o2 opFel WMot WS 458 w2, obFe] H&
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