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Abstract This study aimed at finding out special education teachers’ failure and success factors in teacher
recruitment examinations. Total of 24 special education teachers participated in the semi-structured
interview and 12 separate semantic themes were extracted via continuous comparative analysis on the
interview contents. The findings were the following. First, the identified factors for the failures on the
examinations were merely following what others do, failure-causing learning strategies, unconditional
memorization, ineffective study groups, anxiety and lack of confidence, and lack self-management issue.
Second, the identified factors for the success on the examinations were my style of study habits,
success-causing learning strategies, balance of understanding and memorization, effective study groups,
positivity, and strong self routine. The research proposes several practical applications to prepare the exam
regarding this results.
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Table 1. Research Participants

type of number of year of | educational
No. | Gender | Age qualification €XaMS | iccess background
taken
T01 | female | 32 | elementary 4 2013 6
T02 | male 34 | elementary 4 2014 6
T03 | female | 34 | elementary 5 2013 7
T04 | female | 26 | elementary 2 2018 1
TO05 | female | 26 | elementary 2 2018 1
T06 | female | 30 | elementary 6 2017 3
T07 | male | 31 | elementary 4 2018 1
T08 | female | 28 | elementary 4 2018 1
T09 | female | 35 | elementary 2 2015 4
T10 | female | 31 | elementary 2 2013 6
T11| male | 32 | elementary 5 2016 3
T12 | female | 38 | elementary 3 2015 4
T13 | male | 32 | elementary 3 2013 6
T14 | female | 31 | elementary 5 2018 1
T15 | female | 28 | elementary 4 2018 1
T16 | male | 31 secondary 3 2016 3
T17 | female | 33 secondary 7 2015 7
T18 | male 31 secondary 3 2017 2
T19 | male 33 secondary 3 2013 6
T20 | female | 33 secondary 4 2013 6
T21| male 31 secondary 2 2015 4
T22 | male 36 secondary 2 2015 4
T23 | male | 30 | secondary 4 2017 3
T24 | male | 35 secondary 4 2013 6
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Table 2. Main contents of interview

category main contents

~factors of failure in cognitive perspective (study
contents, previous exams, online lectures, etc.)
—factors of failure in functional perspective
(ways of studying, study groups, understanding
& memorization, etc.)

~factors of failure in affective perspective(habits,
mentality, stress management etc.)

—factors of success in cognitive perspective
(study contents, previous exams, online lectures,
etc.)

stories about factors of |—factors of success in functional perspective
success on the exam |(ways of studying, study groups, understanding
& memorization, etc.)

—factors of success in affective perspective
(habits, mentality, stress management etc.)

stories about factors of
failure on the exam
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Table 3. Data analysis result

category semantic themes

-merely following what others do
—failure—causing learning strategies
—unconditional memorization
-ineffective study groups

—anxiety and lack of confidence
—lack self-management issue

factors of
failure on the
exam

-my style of study habits

—success—causing learning strategies
—balance of understanding and memorization
—effective study groups

—positivity

-strong self routine

factors of
success on
the exam
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