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William Faulkner’s Sanctuary: The Original Text as a Matrix
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Abstract The purpose of this study is to compare a supposedly “pot boiler”, Sanctuary and Sanctuary: The
Original Text and examine the fact that Horace Benbow in 7he Original Text is a more complicated and
many-sided character who has suppressed desire, Oedipus complex, sense of guilt for a long time, until
he came to confront Temple-Popeye case. Since literary narration means unconscious procedure, Horace’s
incestuous love for his step daughter and Oedipal relation reveals Faulkner’s own psychology. In this sense,
The Original Text serves as a matrix of many of Faulkner's major novels in terms of themes, characters,
and the relationship between past and present. Among these novels are The Sound and the Fury, As I Lay
Dying, and Flags in the Dust. Faulkner, while writing about his own world creating Yoknapatawpha County,
tries to portray characters with artistic value through whom he wanted to express the deep anxiety and
turmoil of the 1920s. Starting with Horace Benbow, Quentin Compson, Darl Bundren and young Bayard
Sartoris can be doubling through his major works, conveying author’s profound despair in the context of
modern world.
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From beyond the screen of bushes which surrounded the
spring, popeye watched the man drinking. A faint path led
from the road to the spring. Popeye watched the man-a tall,
hatless, in worn gray flannel trousers and carrying a tweed coat
over his arm—emerge from the path and kneel to drink from
the spring.(S1)I8]
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Each time he passed the jail he would look up at the barred
window, usually to see a small, pale, patient, tragic blob lying
in one of the grimy interstices, or perhaps a blue wisp of
tobacco smoke combing raggedly away along the spring
sunshine. At first there had been a negro murder there, who
had killed his wife; slashed her throat with a razor so that, her
whole head tossing further and further backward from the
bloody regurgitation of her bubbling throat, she ran out the
cabin door and for six or seven steps up the quiet moonlit
lane. he would lean in the window in the evening and
sing.(SO 3)
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One day mo! Den Ise a gawn po sonnen bitch. Say, Aint no
place fer you in heavum! Aint no place fer you in helll Aint
no place fer you in jaill (S 4)
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It seemed to him that he came upon himself and his sister,
upon their father and mother, who had been an invalid so long
that the one picture of her he retained was two frail arms
rising from a soft falling of lace, moving delicately to an
interminable manipulation of colored silk, in fading familiar
gestures in the instant between darkness and sunlight.(SO 62)
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Two days before her wedding he said to her: “Is there any
reason why you are marrying this  particular
blackguard?”..."Narcy,” he said, “dont do it, Narcy. We both
wont. I'l-Listen: we both wont...” (S0 17-8)
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She closed the compact and from beneath her smart
new hat she seemed to follow with her eyes the
waves of music, to dissolve into the dying brasses,
across the pool and the opposite semicircle of trees

where at sombre intervals the dead tranquil queens in
stained marble mused, and on into the sky lying prone
and vanquished in the embrace of the season of rain
and death.(S 250)
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Sure, the sheriff said Il fix it for you, springing the
trap.(SO 291)
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-until the clock strikes again which even after a hundred
years, they still seem unable to get used to, bursting in
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one swirling explosion out of the belfry as though the
hour, instead of merely adding one puny infinitesimal
more to the long weary increment since Genesis, had
shattered the virgin pristine air with the first loud
ding-dong of time and doom[9)].
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