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Objectives: S-HTP is a projective test of cognitive activity. The purpose of this study was to examine the
response characteristics in the S-HTP test as they related to seven emotions and cognitive processes.
Methods: 153 students underwent S-HTP testing. 10 students were excluded and a total of 143 stu-
dents’ data was used for the study. 143 students were classified into four groups by SCAT. A survey was
conducted on seven emotions and cognitive processes painting the Whole picture, house, tree, and
person, and after receiving IRB review exemption, the chi-square test was conducted to check homo-
geneity of the groups by gender and age. Finally, frequency analysis by constitution for each item was
conducted.

Results: The reaction characteristics of S-HTP, focusing on the seven emotions and cognitive processes
detailed by Korean Medicine, are as follows: 1. The primary sentiment while drawing during S-HTP was
“Joy (hui)’ followed by ‘Thought (sah)’. 2. The sentiments while painting during the S-HTP test, and the
emotions of looking at the picture after the S-HTP test, increased in “Joy (hui)’ and decreased in
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‘Thought (sah)’. 3. Thought (Sah)’ was the highest scored process while drawing S-HTP, followed by
‘jee (&)’. However, ‘ryeo (&)’ was similar to ‘jee (&)’ in an unclassifiable constitution.
Conclusions: The primary characteristics of the S-HTP test response are “Joy (hui)> and ‘Thought (sah)’
in emotion, and ‘sah ()’ and ‘jee (&])” in cognitive processes. Therefore, it is necessary to verify this
during the S-HTP test.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Subject

Variable ltem Constitution Frequency Percent (%) p-value
Sex Male Taeyangin 0 .00 .086
Taeeumin 32 22.38
Soyangin 22 15.38
Soeumin 25 17.48
Not classified 14 9.79
Total 93 65.03
Female Taeyangin 0 .00
Taeeumin 9 6.29
Soyangin 10 6.99
Soeumin 17 11.89
Not classified 14 9.79
Total 50 34.97
Total 143 100
Age <25 Taeyangin 0 .00 074
Taeeumin 8 5.59
Soyangin 2 1.40
Soeumin 8 5.59
Not classified 0 .00
Total 18 12.59
26~30 Taeyangin 0 .00
Taeeumin 23 16.08
Soyangin 18 12.59
Soeumin 27 18.88
Not classified 20 13.99
Total 88 61.54
< Taeyangin 0 .00
Taeeumin 10 6.99
Soyangin 12 8.39
Soeumin 7 4.90
Not classified 8 5.59
Total 37 25.87
Total 143 100
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Fig. 1. Seven emotions in the whole picture.
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