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A Preliminary Study for the Development of English—Software
Convergence Education Program for Elementary Students

Gina Kim - Songhwa Jin
Hoseo University

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to find out the perception of parents in order to develop a software education
program for elementary students convergence with English. A survey was administered to 120 parents asking
perceptions about SW education in schools and preferences about English-SW convergence programs for their el-
ementary school children. The results shows that the parents think the current 17 hours of SW education pro-
vided at elementary schools is not enough and also they hoped the education started at an earlier grade than the
current bth- 6th graders. Most parents perceived English is helpful in SW education and answered strongly for
the need of English-SW convergence programs. A two-week program with the ratio of 6(SW):4(English) was the
most preferred according to the study. As for regional differences, the parents in Seoul and Gyeonggi Province
wanted SW education as after-school programs in elementary schools whereas, parents in Chungcheong Province
expected SW education programs be provided from near-by universities. It is hoped that with the results of this
study various English-SW education programs are developed and operated.
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<Table 1> Residential area and grade of children
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<Table 2> Perception of SW education
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Question Classification N %
compulsory in No 46 383
schools?
Is 17 hours of SW Yes 45 375
training at schools
enough? No 75 62.5
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Question Classification N %
What is the choice of — g(SWw):2(English) 37 308

the ratio of classes -
when constructing the 6(SW):4(English) 51 425
5(SW):5(English) 27 225

SW-English
convergence camp

Program? 4(SW):6(English) 5 4.2
(When participating in a week 37 308
SW-English
convergence camp two weeks 53 442
during vacation) three weeks 11 9.2
‘What is the preferred
four weeks 19 158

duration?
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<Table 6> Preferred grade for starting SW education

(by region)
T T
Grade ~ (N-54) (N=57) (N9

N % N % N %
Ist~3rd 35 648 41 719 7 778
4th~6th 19 3H2 16 281 2 22.2
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<Table 7> Preference for SW education institutions(by region)

Seoul and Chung- Other
Preferred .
Educational Gyeonggi cheong Areas
Institution (N=54) (N=57) (N=9)
SHHHO N % N % N %
SW

Specialized 17 315 12 211 3 33.3

Offline Class
SW

Specialized 4 74 2 35 3 333
Online Class
SW Training

at Nearby 1 19 37 649 0 0

University

After—school
SW Training

32 52 6 105 3 333

<Table 8> Preferred training duration for SW-English camp
during vacation(by region)

Preferred Seoul anq Chung- Other Areas
Training Gyeonggi cheong (N=9)

Period (N=54) (N=57)

N % N % N %

1 week 14 26 19 333 4 444

2 weeks 26 481 23 40.4 4 44.4

3 weeks 2 3.7 9 15.8 0 0

4 weeks 12 222 6 10.5 1 11.1
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<Table 9> Preferred daily training time for SW-English
camps(by region)

Daily Seoul and Chung-

. . Other Area
Training Gyeonggi cheong (N=9)
Preferred (N=54) (N=57)

Time N % N % N %

2 hours 28 519 29 509 6 66.7

3 hours 14 259 10 175 0 0

4 hours 5 9.3 11 19.3 2 22.2

5 hours 7 12.9 7 12.3 1 11.1
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<Table 10> Preference for the ratio of classes for SW-English
convergence camp programs

Seoul and  Chung- Other
Education Gyeonggi cheong Area
Ratio (N=54) (N=57) (N=9)
N % N % N %
8(SW):2(English) 11 204 19 333 7 778
6(SW):4(English) 27 50 23 404 1 111
5(SW):5(English) 12 222 14 246 1 111
4(SW):6(English) 4 74 1 17 0 0
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