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Influence of Subsystem between Parent-in-law and Children-in-law on Marital Adjustment
in Marital Subsystem

Sesong Jeon
Lecturer, School of Child Studies, Kyungpook National University

Abstract

This study investigates the effect of in-law relationship on the marital adjustment of married couples by considering
family-oriented Korean culture. Previous in-law studies did not consider the influence of another party who did
not attend the survey due to sampling limitations. However, the marital adjustment of married couple and the
satisfaction of the relationship with parents-in-law are two-way relationships that affect each other and are not
one-sided relationships. By considering the non-independence of the couple’s data, Actor-Partner Interdependence
Model (APIM) was utilized to examine the structural relationship between marital adjustment (marital satisfaction
and marital stability) and in-law relationship quality (relationship satisfaction between mother-in-law and
daughter-in-law for wives, relationship satisfaction between mother-in-law and son-in-law for husbands) of 203
married couples. Results indicated that a high satisfaction of wives' in-law relationship increased personal marital
adjustment as well as husbands' marital adjustment. The husbands' positive relationship with in-laws also increased
personal marital adjustment and their wives' marital adjustment. The results of this study can be used as basic data
for program development and counseling for healthy in-law relationship as well as educational data for couples
intending to marry.

Keywords
relationship satisfaction between parent-in-law and children-in-law, marital adjustment, subsystem, Actor-
Partner Interdependence Model (APIM)
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A7 B AE T 9] ofele 3 SV HEth(Bryant & Conger, 1999; Umberson, 2010).
2014 e AR At o] =8t 75 o W HS-Etol] gk HalAfof w2k ¢
Aol A B B2l 7he] ZFE0] Al ANN(93 4%) E L} 5 Ei= A (28.9%) 7 Eo) =
okt sl Aol el Mot JpEalA| tiEfshALr =4S Sk 5 WSS W9l WA, G =
Aok 1 e ARkl ekl HAlEQIeH(Kim et al., 2014), OIE@ 7o) 3t 71 ey
B2 Fre] Ao QIHFEI} u)E 4= 9l JFES WA oR HojEr) V1S AR
w2 715o] ARRE ek 7 71 AATRA] 3 AR ThegRt 4 (leveDg 7HEE FA
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SIIAIAR G E]o] Qlom o5 AR oA 08 AR ik

FALRHA] oK (White et al,, 2018). HH/dS FAISk= At &
Slel= ] WAVS ot ARFeR Slsl efuete] 4
-, AT Al 71 SEIAIA] Qe FR1A HAIE FAISkE 35
# EAo] 7lm|ElcHPark et al,, 2011), <1&% o
A= 300k AT APt flenm AHSHE 2 %Ol Ui
AL & 4= Qe o
=1,

A= 2R Al
FaFelo] == AFLLLLO] TAof wghE]o] AqtE|o] 2
& Park, 2012), 27| a153A dA+to] -, ALtk 3
OB Q= HEAx W A4 459 iXV} ZAchH, Sk
ARBlR QWA A gl 2 o] AR2 Qlsl} aLEA| O] ot
2 o] Wusielt, 3ol vjsl] ZI7HAI7hek= o-Aolal
A1 WAE W= BHA, A7He7hHek= Apdo]ar 21dg

= Ho|il QthJeon et al,, 2012). o1AQ] w8 % AT}
ALB] Zho] S7FR 17 olm U] o] o] vt ol O ) AhA 1A
E3F A2 7O qwo ACHCho et al., 2017). T1of ulet
ubo] 717 o] ARRIE-2 AR EHE] Kol Yl 7R 59 AA
2] 2|t} Ao 7&’.\;‘5 | = Aotk Jeon & Yoo, 2017). “L
2U Kim (2014)2] 7}&712)w e ol7to] o|sh, A}a]7} wak
of| whef ZREA] 7157 Fx) ke F A kS Holat glou, 71
A= o8] ot Ut gk dl&, o/d2 AT TR
S AHAEREE Lyl AEGAR lF HAEASTES
dskolar, Fd Eeh A A om QIR AE| AV ZITHKim,
2013; Kim et al,, 2017). A8k 7%, o]g)gt AEH AR Qls) o]
T2 271 ool AAR 2016\ LY A 2ol uf
B, a4 ol o] & 214229870l Hlsl A A 1097T Hat
ol & 4656717t 2. 28k B 3=8keH(Ji, 2020). o]t EAIA
F2)eF s R s Aolut gismiAlE oAl delA ole
AR IZARA oA n|R|i= FoFeS SHEAOR AT
2 24l At ol FE5eks Holer),

Bryant 5-(2001)2] &4 dAte] mh2w, JIHEEE= AlE
KRR oy} Aoyt 71 HBEEoAE kS vk
o]e} o] ulj9A} K@k} YA = KLY Ao A-Zof| Pk
= 293t Helo] | 4= ¢lthJeon, & Yoo, 2017; Kang & Yu,
2003; Kim et al., 2012; Lee & Park, 2012). 1970t} $H-S

7108 AG7HA] RS AEEA D A A7ES b
B AEYA S, AENEE0] A8) 5

2 ThRa Qi) Jejup ofSo] Lol AEdit oft ALt £

olE°l 7IEA R MAlE IF

o) AEA Sl vAl= FL Al 2]
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1), 1% ol

SRR A SFA) B A Al ] Welitar, oSl
3 A= A AlmE P sdo] A7 E) whebA H ¢latofA
= Ave] Mok AR A Zshz vipA Faeke) AL 5
oA vjAlE Y A K| Sl QlFeANESe e} e

CpeE CINT R
AEAG0 A, AEN=Ee} e e A Ral
5 2

A= 7P Sast tﬂ#—L AENSE Al HQkt), R ALY
Aol TRk Aol Al AENEEIET} 12 AR|ZF AA AN
252 T3 22 A9E Yt (Jeon & Kim, 2012), o|AY 2=
W7 A o) AS o557 shAE, 1FEA|9] Zo]
o] denkseo] wjAj= JRks A o5k B3k EAE
Qo] ARA o wE, Ao} 2 Ul 717 A9
g AR S 29159 AEEErE Wkt (Ades, 2003;

2001). ol&lgh AxtAvrt g-2uvete] 4 Oﬂ*—
01@7{] HEEx] AFH A= o Hado] A7)E, gk

| S der BAY & 3}#
73-?‘7]' 91‘4. Lefup e AenkSe L o] 2it AdEo] ik
A, =2 AeAge] o] 4E9] oM dE ofl5dhe A2 of
Y7] w2 (Lewis & Spanier, 1979) o] = /@& A= tf=
A Mg "asdo] Slrh 53] gk A, o]z sk 74

Bryant et al.,

2 A 7ko.z QIs) Z5o] 4kl JHTAS AdsaL olex|et
T 2k Aol B o) x|ul 95| 1p)E] o] &S Aes)
Blelis 557t bl sk olek, webd @ AlghE Aobhs
RS0l JIAWAE ofBA FHsHL, o152 desEAole
olfl FaFs mAl= Al AulE Fasdo] A7l e 91
wAeF BlE AeAe-E devkseo] HF ol A2V
£ Bl AetdS F5T 8 o5 AxA o R A A
7} =S

w2 Atells ZIEAIAE A el skl - o)
A FF= IZIL AAFE XA SFAAAIE Ak
o, we-ARe] i F oy (oAl A, FeloAl=s Ao
mu)eke] A A AE2 s AL jick,
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W—QIAAR A A= L tdoll QlofA] AlobA]—
At ARlolE—ArRle] AZF ZAsHARE, Alojm Y]
Che LA kel AHLel ARRIE thE A
USEITh AlopHR|ef m=2]o] BAS the A4t
2o} A}me] AR 5AERs A7) tfEo] 1l (Jang, 2012;
Lee, 2008), oF&7}A] ZRlol &} ARIRES tido® gt i
Tt ARAA A] A9, Alojryel megE e R
ot a1 A7 19909 el thE o] E7E 2000 5
HEO & Zbps thist 714 9] IS thE A=) Wokdl
tHe.g., Chung & Seo, 1993; Kong, 2009; Seong & Hwang,
2013; Sung & Lee, 2002). ~1 Y-8 Ak Ry a1H71=0] Alg)
@} olg thE At (e.g., Kim & Park, 1990; Lee, 2003), 115
ZH5-9) djAulvo)] W3t A9k(e.g., Hong et al., 2014; Kwon,
2004), ARG SE0l] fIgh 2RI s} e A
(e.g.. J.Y. Lee, 2002; Park et al., 2014), 1#4"4741011*194 i
O] Ak thE $A9He.g., Park, 2010) 5] )
ofof] Hkal], A etA] AR0] -, ALFAA] ¢15ko]| H]sf Bl
A A S W] AARIEE 247 AEL-ARe] Aol A L
50 WIS S59E o s whe BejA7]A] ohar R areat
Al2F BlEo] AtElolA] 25 o 4= 9tkChung, 2009; Yoo
et al., 2008), Woo (2004)2] A& AlZfo.2 ARp|O] ¢lAko] A
Lol tgh FerofA] 9l RFRES v A HJeon & Kim,
2012; Jeon et al,, 2012), AF¢e] AE#HA(Oh & Park, 2011),
AL 9 AouEE (Jeon & Kim, 2012; Kim et al.,
2012) 5o] ArE] ik, dh, o] ol AATAE ohE
At 3 | =], A Al kS vlAlE AR o
& AHJeon & Jeon, 2014)9} HU2ete} AL 0] WAS 4
HE oq:L(Jeolfl & Yoo, 2017)7} Qdek, HE]E A HAol| A o]
o] 0§31 AMH . A5L(Kim & Park, 2012)% ZAaich

clo} o), 18R} XWI’M] 7ol Ao e o
= jato g b As ALl

sfefel Asfelgle] el
2 u} weby QoA 5

= 1__
& ¢

$2 0 4em 289 ATYY HE8 U U 3T

1

—
o 1o
X

|r
BU

i

H )
R
g
H-uﬂl(ﬂi

/\
= 22est AGRE slalA) st E5) 7343’&7415’} EQP Ao
& Al gl F3) RESY| thite] o] 50| TS BelsE
www.fer.or.kr

Family and Environment Research fer

TR X}E’5 A Ji'# oF vt OMEP (o] Az olE e
HA1EE 4= Qloh= 43S 7HIEHCook & Kenny, 2005)
2. ZEXZ(Marital Adjustment)z} Q1&{ZHA| ¢

o] AEAGH QIAAE e e R TAESET
RS T4l oR o]folA gttt AevkEers AE Aol
Tohe et 8415 o] A= DWOWTE F‘é— Aok A

A9 AL =517 L8l A .——Xl-b‘h:]- H % «] Az o) o)
AR o] WIolofH] PAE TR A AR o) ¢

SRl s
o}, a4 Aol whE ) dHEA O 8 o] of o] mfsl AEnt
e W QIHIANIS 7} 5tk Bl cHRhyne, 1981). 18
L olegl Adafol] wh IHIANRS = oF AN Aot Yt
L %ﬂﬂ*e— K SHA] Ob=t} IATANSETF AR Ao
AL QA THMorr Serewicz & Canary, 2008),
o] Aoo= Aol Ao gloLt Aejol
E}(Adams 2000).
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ool Al ZAEOIHAS T W0 Felste] B
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= shoich, o2 Hof FHE ok ol Ui 4 Qliz 7P W
79, 5 o] 2ARlo] B ZJ2he sk MRS B4t
o 71 Wie] AeiAlt SEAe] A9, A oAt 2
4 7k Sollx] AE F sl5sigieh, BEolsbl 24 857 of
Bl 4%, QOB WS 5 ol by sk Wastglon 4%
WESHA ke QAR Q1) 3] Aol WolH £ Ao
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Kol AT A Sof ux)= G 015hy] | A7 | —Ab
AYG o= & (Actor Partner Interdependence Model: APIM)
A8 AABEATE A7) - ARy AdsojEny B o] 9713
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Husband’s RS
Between PIL-CIL b

Marital Adjustment

Husband’s
Marital Adjustment
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e5

Wife’s
Marital Satisfaction

Wife’s

Wife’s
Marital Stability

o o

Husband’s
Marital Satisfaction

Husband’s
Marital Stability

o &

Note. RS between PIL-CIL: Relationship Satisfaction between Parents-In-Law and Children-In-Law
Note. a=Wife's actor effect; b=Husband's actor effect; c= Wife's partner effect; d= Husband's partner effect

Figure 1. Conceptual model.

T8 S A7) AT actor effect)?2} AU A (partner
effect) @A) o|x}8A|(dyadic relationship)ol|A] 2 ARg-EC}
gk 7HQ1e) S/do] Avpiagre] kS mx= At A7) aat
(actor effect)ZPH, Aol EAdo] Aupiarof ks njx|i=
A7 A 3K partner effect)2} & 5= e}, whala] 27|
Bbs A RS FARRe =N SR, ARk A

7N2E EAGo 2R =A4E 4= Ark(Stinson et al,, 2017).
BB ASs Fof TEhe Q1A Aol ojgA| =l

9 eate] AEA G0l JRke A= A A EALA} Rl o]
(e, 23 Cook &
Snyder, 2005)°] k2% o] Q17| wito] A= AEr) 7HA| = v
2 Al (nonindependence) (Kenny, 1996)2 73%5k= HAo|
gretrtar et wizoloh, ol& flsf SPSS 25.0 (IBM Co.,
Armonk, NY)2} MPlus 8.0 (Muthén & Muthén, Los Angeles,
CA) ZETaHo] AREEIGIAL, o]of ot 7Hd 4] 132 Figure 1
il e

3. Hy He

S s
(1) QI HTA U= (Relationship Satisfaction between
Parents—in—law and Children — in—law)

QAATANZEL ohfe] IRIAYZEL} | AT

www.fer.or.kr

ARSI HE) offfo] R WARESE (Relationship

Satisfaction between Mother — in —law and Daughter—
in—law)= “A|ReFO] PAVFOA )= 2Rt Hekeh 3
3l wkEgP 58 E=sie) Wi o) A A|A S (Relationship
Satisfaction between Mother—in—law and Son—in—law)& %
okl Aol == gk, TR, R, WEW L
ofulgtet, o5 Z7st7] $18te] Jeont Yoo (2017)9] A}
9 WA HeE ofjo} Hidof| S| 47 - Helsto] ARG
sheich, obe} H5 27t hste] 13Wako R AR QX3
TEE A= 57 Likertd 02, 47} 252 Q1ATA (o}
ol A9 A, e - Aol rl= HekRt e
4t o) 3012 ololghe) 1 el LAl oplo}
7 Zl7to] Sxet QAPARSE 135ake) W Ues gl
k. QAHTANSE H=o| Al ohfol G W uj9-
QrcHet 2] Cronbach a=.97, W 2] Cronbach a=.96).

r

%

(2) A&2-¢ (Martial Adjustment)

B oTLo] oA ATl ATHAS 7] &
Qlog ARt AT A S AAPHER Aefsto] 2 Ao g
Bolet. o= FEEAIE Ao R K AEsiels g B
5 S ohRE FHRIES] Rk WL Q= B V1SS &
TS aefel| Qigtolct, 53] vie-x}; 715 g Aet A7 B
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Table 1. Demographic Characteristics of Respondents (V=203 pairs)
. Wife Husband
Variables
Mean/frequency (n) SD[% Mean/frequency (n) SD[%
Age 35.24 (M) 5.53 (SD) 37.96 (M) 6.17 (SD)
Level of education
High school 19 (n) 9.4 (%) 20 (n) 9.9 (%)
Some college 47 (n) 23.2 (%) 36 (n) 17.1 (%)
4-year university 107 (n) 52.7 (%) 109 (n) 53.7 (%)
Above graduate school 30 (n) 14.8 (%) 37 (n) 18.2 [0 o)
No response 1(n) 5 (%)
Employment status
Employed 123 (n) 60.6 (%) 201 (n) 99.0 (%)
Unemployed 80 () 39.4 (%) 2 (n) 0.1 (%)
Monthly average income (Unit; ¥10,000) 239.47 (M) 194.46 (SD) 360.72 (M) 176.25 (SD)
Duration of marriage year 8.11 (M) 6.24 (SD)
Number of children
0 42 (n) 20.7 (%)
1 66 (1) 32.5 (%)
2 85 (n) 41.9 (%)
3 8(n) 3.9 (%)
4 2 (n) 1.0 (%)
Family life cycle
No children 42 (n) 20.7 (%)
Families with toddler 42 (n) 20.7 (%)
Families with preschool children 38 (n) 18.7 (%)
Families with school children 39 (n) 19.2 (%)
Families with teenagers 33 (n) 16.3 (%)
Families with launching young adults 9(n) 4.4 (o)
FRO) wER o] GRS viRlvhs FS uste] olglj, A YRR HEO| AR offiel Wi i o9 =qlrhoho)
U, 8 7S] | SoR AEASTS tA e R 3 Cronbach o=.96, '@H2] Cronbach o=.95).
3ok & Wt Qlrkan £ Leeot Hahn (2003)9] THa ujey
2 o] 3t @ A4 (Mavital Stability)
4z 7t Azg f4

O A&HFEEE (Marital Satisfaction)

offe} W 77te) AdewtLe s 45| flste] Schumn
=(1986)°] 7jHkst KMSS (Kansas Marital Satisfaction Scale)
= ARESIITE 3wt m MR AESE At 74 Likert
POR, 57t =5 v eRReRe] deAigol tisl 7HAl= 7]
o 9 8] AR S5 Aol W =7l ARl Ae) wt
= 2 A Ao A= ool EH 47t

T 1
o g ABNEE 82U B ULE Agolurt AL

4272 | Vol.58, No.3, August 2020: 417-428

U787
AzeHg dolgt /A AedAlel Y= F
A7 Algke] Ax'w Aolsi, 1 A4 A o= Booth 5
SEOPIA] &= (Marital Instability Index,
MIDE Wikt Hws Azgeh 45 A3t & okgoR
T3 A A= 54 Likertd 0=, M4t = E B
AEE fASIRE Aol HS olujaic i g17o] 1A

‘?‘7 ég‘e ‘(r)r o=
oA olfel Wil Zi7to] Sxiah ABRbg omare] Bk
ARgIGIEE. BB A O] A ksl dl w of

Q- =QltH(ol 9] Cronbach o=.94, 'HF¥# 2] Cronbach a:_94).

www.fer.or.kr



QI Rn—xhq H|AZ 5 MA2 ZEXS OlXl= BE

(B AW 9, n8&5E, FEASE
F7]
ofuiel el Abg - Qe A
G, AU, 7NEARE |7 AL R, B, 1%,
EARR, AU, FEAEE I Q4R A1)
A, o) W FH O] WS WS FeE HAkelo] AR

AFgatsich

A%, A4, SR

CRART

wiomy

1. HRCHARIS] ALS] - 217815 £
oo Ale] Al gatel oo}

G, A o, UBF AL, AEAE

. o];kam

7 2034<] d¥, WS
A, A, 7HsAeh
512 B4 Table 13} 7}, 37, o}
1 2641-50A1), HH 2] Hat A2 38
23A|-59AN ALF, F MR R W8S B, ohfio]
S 49A distal E%‘( T%)9) vlo] 74k A, oS
o7 AR £9(23.2%), hH o4H14.8%), 1% z:zh?r_ =
(9.4%) =02 BlFo] ek, dH e W50 45, 4dA] tist
®Jo] 53.2%= 714 wWekal, skl o]/ﬂ—(lg %), AL Z

04(17 1%), 11558 291(9.9%)2] <=0 & uj=ko] Zith, Al
HO] A9 thito] Z]le] MO,inUF(99%) olfle] A% 60.6%

AL

112

10
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Table 2. Correlations between Variables

1 3 4 5 6

1. Husband's RS between PIL-CIL 1
2. Wife's RS between PIL-CIL 30 1
3. Husband's marital satisfaction 54" 28" 1
4. Wife's marital satisfaction 207 38" 49" 1
5. Husband's marital stability 46 33" 80" 44" 1
6. Wife's marital stability 30 45 50 74" 60" 1
Note. RS between PIL-CIL: Relationship Satisfaction between Parents-In-Law and Children -In-Law
<05, p<.01, p<.001
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Figure 2. Results of actor effect and partner effect.
Table 3. Marital Adjustment of Respondents (V=203 pairs)
Wife Husband
b SE b SE
Age -.07 12 19 12
Education .09 .06 -.00 06
Duration of marriage (years) 01 18 -20 17
Number of children -05 .10 02 .10
Family life cycle -.05 .18 -.07 17
Wife's RS between PIL-CIL 40 07 A7 07
Husband's RS between PIL-CIL a7 .07 50" .06
Note. RS between PIL-CIL: Relationship Satisfaction between Parents-In-Law and Children-In-Law
‘p<.05, p<.01, p<.001
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