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Abstract

Objectives : The objectives of this study were to investigate why and how China used traditional Chinese
medicine as a response to COVID—19 and how its performance was achieved, and to explore ways to
utilize traditional Korean medicine in Korea.

Methods : We examined the information through government data and media articles, China's COVID—19
progress and policy response were reviewed and compared with Korea, Based on this, the characteristics
of traditional Chinese medicine response in China were identified,

Results : Based on legal basis, China makes the overall use of traditional Chinese medicines to respond to
COVID—19. Traditional Chinese medicine has been applied to health insurance, the licensing regulations
have been eased, and traditional Chinese medical specialists were dispatched. The medical care guidelines
were developed and R&D were carried out, In addition, policies related to traditional Chinese medicine
included policies for preventive treatment, the combination of Chinese and Western medicine, and telemedicine,
Conclusions : Traditional Chinese medicine response to COVID—19 was included within the overall national
quarantine policy, providing medical services for the mild stage. In addition, R&D was conducted to
establish a basis for the utilization of traditional Chinese medicines. Traditional Korean medicine also
needs to be prepared so that it can be used as a complement to the response of communicable diseases,
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Figure 3. Comparison of COVID—19 confirmed cases progress and responses between Korea and China
Sources: Korea Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Regular briefing: COVID—19 domestic outbreak status.
2020. ; World Health Organization. Coronavirus disease 2019(COVID—19): situation report. 2020,
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