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EDITORIAL

Establishment of Ministry of Health: Reform of Central Government for
National Disease Control and Healthcare System

Eun-Cheol Park

Editor-in-Chief, Health Policy and Management, Seoul, Korea

Korea has failed to respond to the Middle East respiratory syndrome of 2015 and the early phase of coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) of 2020. This is due to the structural problems of the Ministry of Health and Welfare that has been more increased
manpower and budgets of the welfare part relative to those of the health part, and the ministers were appointed welfare experts, not
health experts. In 21 (56.8%) of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development countries, the Ministry of Health
operates independently, and these countries have been relatively well coping with COVID-19. The importance of the Korean health
sector is increasing even further. Korea faces on the emerging infectious diseases, chronic infectious diseases such as tuberculosis
that has been being a huge burden, and rapidly increasing non-communicable diseases, suicide and mental disorders, and some
diseases due to fine dust and climate change. In addition, the rapid advancement of the aging society, the entry of an era of ultra-low
fertility and low-economic growth, and the unification of the Korean peninsula are calling for a health policy reform. Therefore, the
Ministry of Health should be established and systematically responsible for health policy, disease policy, medical policy, and medical
security policy. Ministry of Health will be the control tower for K-Disease Control, K-Bio, and K-Health.
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Table 1. Confirmed cases and deaths of emerging infectious diseases
in global and Korea

Diseases Referenc Confirmed cases Deaths
e Global Korea Global Korea
SARS (2003) [5] 8,096 3 744 0
(0.04)
Influenza A-HIN1 [6,7] 252855% 795,678 18,449 210
(2009) (2.97) (1.46)
MERS (2015) [89] 2494 186 858 38
(7.46) (4.43)
COVID-19 (2020)  [1]
2020. 3. 7 105,063 6,767 3549 a4
(6.44) (1.24)
2020. 8. 25 23311,719 17,665 806,410 309
(0.08) (0.04)

Values are presented as number or number (%).
MERS, Middle East respiratory syndrome; SARS, severe acute respiratory syndrome;
COVID-19, coronavirus disease 2019.
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Table 2. Current situation of COVID-19 in Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development countries (2020. 8. 25)

Country COVID-19 [1]
Type of government for
health No. (%) Casgg Deaths per million
per million

Health 21 (56.8) Australia, Canada, Chile, Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, Greece, 4432 157
Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Mexico,
New Zealand, Poland, Portugal, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Turkey

Health, welfare 8 (21.6) Colombia, Finland, France, Korea, Norway, Sweden, United Kingdom, 5,987 329
United States

Health, welfare, other 5 (13.5) Austria, Belgium, Japan, Netherlands, Spain 4,499 386

Other 3 (8.1) Estonia (Social Affairs), Hungary (Human Capacities), Switzerland (Home 2,282 103
Affairs)

Total 37 (100.0) 4,603 21

COVID-19, coronavirus disease 2019.
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Appendix 1. Proposed organization chart of the Ministry of Health.
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