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The aim of modern medicine is to prolong life by fighting death. Doctors have traditionally believed that Joong Chul Park

this was an ethical good deed. The negative connotation surrounding death has led to the avoidance of Department of Family Medicine,
terminally ill patients. But in a modern society where death is medicalized, doctors have to see dying patients Incheon St. Mary's Hospital, College
every day and are in a state of guilt from implementing meaningless life-sustaining treatments. Therefore, of Medicine, The Catholic University
medical schools should allow medical students to embrace a new perspective through death education. of Korea, 56 Dongsuo, Bupyeong gu,

Incheon 21431, Korea

Yonsei University Medical College has implemented death education since 2017 as an optional class for
Tel: +82-31-310-6378

first and second year medical students. Students watch videos related to death once a week for 6 weeks :

. . . : , . . Fax: +82-32-280-6210
and submit their reflections by e-mail. The professor reads the students’ reflections and gives them weekly E-mail: 22001248@cmenu.or ke
feedback. Through this coursework, students realize that death is not a medical event, but rather a part https://orcid.org/D[][][]»[]U[H»6;156-2291
of life and completion. The ultimate purpose of death education is to transform blind life-absolutist identity
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Park JCe® Course on Death and Dying for Medical Students

Tahle 1. The results of the students’ assessment of the class (5-point scale)

olstuZ=t M223 3=

Question Year

2017 (n=15) 2018 (n=13) 2019 (n=17)
1. | attended this class with sincerity. 4.09+0.99 469+0.48 4.65+0.49
2. | did self-study faithfully after class for meaningful learning. 3.72+1.12 4.46+0.66 471047
3. The professors aroused intellectual curiosity about this subject. 3.94+1.06 4.67+0.48 476+0.44
4. The professors were fully interactive with the students. 4.09+1.06 5.00+0.00 4.65+0.79
5. Experimentation and practice helped me understand the contents of the class. 3.94+1.09 477+0.44 476+0.44
6. This class was generally satisfactory. 4.09+1.02 4.46+0.52 476+0.44
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