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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analysis BTS's image based on Peirce's
semiotics. Methodologies of this study are literature study to analyze the
structure of idol image based on Peirce's theory of signs, case study and FGlI
analyzing the semiotic characteristics of BTS images. The research results of
analyzing the semiotic features of BTS images by period of the BTS album are
as follows. First, in the early days of their debut, they emphasized the image
of hip-hop and expressed their will to resist and rebel against the older
generation with a challenging and strong image. Second, during the 'The most
beautiful day of life' period, image of wandering, rebellion, growth, and youth
of teenagers was expressed. Third, in the 'Love Yourself' period, BTS showed
various image changes between natural and pure image to splendid image by
expressing the process of finding confidence during chaotic moment of
growing. Fourth, during the 'Map of the Soul' period, the exploration and
reflection on themselves were expressed in an outwardly splendid and bright
manner, while at the same time expressing the inner darkness in a contrasting
manner. Fifth, in the 'pandemic period', they expressed hopeful energy and
willness with the image of mature and attractive man and bright and casual
image. Their growth and change have been directly linked to the change of
their image, and their image showed a successful signification with
complementary combination of icons, indexes, and symbols.
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ofolE2 oA ojn|A|el= AlZHAH R 7|5 skE HAA] A7(Jung & Lee, 2020), BTSS| i At} ofujz] E
£ HY1 We o]As FASH 713 Lo g7 & o4 A= Al 243 A (eong, 2020; Kim, 2020)7F Slck.
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1857-1913)¢} &¥] #A(Charles  Sanders  Peirce, A9 FE 2HE WRT ok £4|E8 EFHIZES] 7]
1839-1914)+= 7125 it A4 Afelell fIXAIZ|H ol Sgto] 7|59 4 847t oulAkge] thet i A|Ael
Ato]e] BARNA 7228} 7150 AEEA] B & B et W, 1A 75ee BAE FF 7129 A
< M &, 7|59 it a2n jAA] 84S AFgohH FHE FoloBE, WOy AT LE AAF Sof ol
olF Atole] BAE FF oAt FeF el e 2H BTSO] &3t o[u|x|7p Wite] ARUAcldE & A4S
< & ZoJth ol 7|57} Izt ARYAClHE Fl g0z PAHGhs SHolA HAY 7|5 BA9 52
oz SoHEtY HigtRE mAo] TS AIZHE 7] BTSE] ojm]x] EA ] f-8sitar & 4 glek
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o), AR, FaL T A wiAle] 24 7Pt g Al bRt 7128 E4e °3%L94 % o= ﬂﬂ} Kpop
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HeAe TS 4E4ol mslo] ek Held ma  olnlAe] 7|EAH Faeh B4 tEt AFHoR 1] B
o] 7)ska PRI ofulx] BAE olols Bafe] AR Ralv, ol ofolE ojul|e] on] AT HEL wrh &
o AT Bl g Aolet, HHow moe 4 g Fag wAelt 2 dA7ol Az
£5] Uo] ofo]E 18 FOME BISE 9 oolsz & ARHOE ololE ojnAE B ARUACE HF 4
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Soby mHES} AEedYo] MH AZd BAAZ @ olnlAde] $XE BAs] gig BART, BTS olnlAlA
2o] QhFEIE BESR= olulAZ oA (ung, 2020,  UEREE 7184 54 A8 $8 Al 248k ROl
et thEHe) 43S AE BISY ofulAe] tis 24 (Focus Group Interview) ojolHck
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Type Related to Object

Signification

Example

Icon -Similarity, reproducibility

-Visually recognized immediately

-Photos, pictures, videos of people

-Casuality, proximity,

Index connectivity

-Inferred by ternary relation personal | -Diamond ring worn on that can be
memory based on dynamic
relationship between objects

the index of wealth
-Smoke that is an indicator of fire

Symbol -Convention, rule, custom

rules

-Interpreted by arbitrarily created

-Alphabets, linguistic symbols, flags
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A, 1871 AHE ARHE Hoglal Fozte 7 Hel Ao g WA ‘ﬂllﬂ% BTS o= 21 2]
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A ZA] BAZE EASKE 718, T2|a AR = diolH 712l ofsiAl ueits el 2R oy
oLt szl olsiARt shAe] = 712E SRttt wtbA gt FFHol AR Adoldt ofulE HEhHTH(Lee,

e

_[O
i

BTS ofu]z]oflA AlZfzloln] #AZQl 54 =44 B4 2015). 71228 &old dddle BEAPE A" Fofl =

o=, AL EASH FEE fEAPIE B4S AR A B TR Tt S7AHos dAHE Ve

2 BEfoz, B o] EAS wsgoll SJsiAl iAol Q1 BTS =4 ojm|x)7} 2A=hd, ol BTS =4

7Fedt olnAe] EA4E A Edor ERet] Ads olmAE FHA HEZA she th, B2 EEE Y

. W onES wWelth &, BTS sjAd on|AE S =eiut
oA, &Rt 7194 B4 sl FGIol el H27t A == BTSO 7H, Bdstax she ZAE, desialzt

SE2TEH 2ele WAl oA wst 4 Ads AR st WA 5 FEeIEA FetAQl JidEe AT o
dEA, =E A7 AFe] gl disid @] 24 Az T 4 Sl

Eo} 719, Alfte o= ek BTS A&R(Artists
and Repertoire 7Y 54 2pe] ARze]l AR 3) )44

o,
0 =
Jl'>
L

I3 AR hE L sengi. AL SO SEEE guiarge] AnER, /]
o 587t 7185 AP W A olA chaAle 97

V. @22 wo AL 2gshe olnlAAekn T 4 ke, 2015),

wzo] ojstel At gl A FEsA} 1uck

1. BTS Ojojale| 7|8y P o 3AY E OE J|eg gxsid, o E e s|es

S Aety geh(Kang, 2011). BTS oulz|e] 3¢, 44
ofelE9] I omA= oA om AitEo] M= A © 712 879 715l HiRt Fee] Aol digAel
34 71zg Fd 4 ok B FolMe #HA 715k gt B3] Az Mo] YolA -8== AsiHE BTS

o]l27 B9l FAA(representamen), Tl (object), SHAA] olm|21E L3tk 7S toldE AYUW siAlAte] wet ok
(interpretant)®] A%F BWAE tHYAIA BIS on|A]9] 7|5 Rt om] AJjto] ool BTS o|n|2E 4-8cke 7
z 325 B4 ol W= W Heo|x], AAR, AFUE AIE, 7Y

SNS, E21 58 Bl 43402 2419 971E AAlstaL
D) B4A Hze 24T M Algos Az 23t e
EeHor 713 O AAE Kok e 713380 A AARIE o]gA AAE e BTS ofn]x]e] Aol 2
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Peirce’s semiotic structure

Representation

BTS image structure

Visual image

Peirce's semiotic structure Peirce’s semiotic structure

Interpretant Object
BTS image structure BTS image structure
Output of the semiotic process Value, concept, impression

Figure 1. Peirce’s Semiotic Triadic Model with BTS Image
(Photo by author)

Ao 24 4A W= gk BTS ojnjx]e] E/4f2 ®IFstA she 7HAuU Fohe
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Table 2. BTS Image Analysis through Concept photographs
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Concept photograph Semiotic type Analysis
-Baseball uniform, stripe knee socks, sportive letter print, bold
accessories(necklace, bracelet, ring, mask), snapback
lcon -Heavy eyeliner, rebellious facial expression
-Strong color contrast of white & black
-Hiphop pose
-East coast sportive hiphop image
Index . o
-Rebellious and provocative image
Figure 2. 1% Single Album
Q2 C°9| 4 $k°°|> Symbol -An idol group based on hiphop music and a will to resist
(https://ibighit.com) ymbo social prejudice
P -Bold gold metal accessories
Q G P ae @ & -Bandana, hood, snapback, sneakers, hiphop fashion item
Yo G ™ Icon
2\ ) % -All white color, black hair and black shoes, accent colors of
B ‘ red and gold
- < gt 3574
t 4
o S e y Index Modgrn, qnderstated image by all white color
= = = = -Sportive hiphop image
Figure 3. 1°* Mini Album
<O!RUL8,2?) Symbol -Rebellion of the controlled oppressed teenager
(https://ibighit.com)




122 OjHE[ZLA %253 55

Table 2. Continued

Concept photograph

Semiotic type

Analysis

s ™
o,

Figure 4. 2" Mini Album
{Skool Luv Affair)
(https://ibighit.com)

Icon

-School uniform, disheveled shirt, leather jacket, sneakers
-Chain, necklace, earrings

-A variety of colors of silver, orange and brown, aggressive
undercut haircut

Index

-Rebellious and provocative teenager student image
-Free image that are not bound by rules

Symbol

-Teenagers expressing their individuality and rebellion against
the school system that instills the norms of the older
generation

Figure 5. 1% Full-Length Album
<{Dark & Wild)»
(https://ibighit.com)

Icon

-Leather jacket, skinny leather trousers, logo printed T-shirts
-‘Head of Medusa’, symbol logo of ‘Gianni Versace’

-Bold gold metal accessories (bracelets, necklace, ring), ear
piercing, leather bracelet, -Wearing a snapback backwards
-All black colourdil gold and white accent colours
-Aggressive undercut haircut, well-set hair style and heavy
eyeliner

Index

-Wild hiphop image
-Coexisting image of darkness and glamorous
-Decorative and luxurious epicene image

Symbol

-Showing the identity of an independent group with the
masculine and rough hiphop image overlaid with the
identity of epicene and fancy idol

Figure 6. 3" Mini Album
{The Most Beautiful Moment in Life
pt.1)>
(https://ibighit.com)

Icon

-Pedal pushers, Jamaica shorts, distressed jeans, ethnic
pattern cardigan, walker boots-shoes, canvas sneakers, slip
shoes, mild calf socks

-Untidy shirt, cardigan, jacket

-Hippie accessories of leather necklace and leash bracelet

-A blank, empty gaze, wealy sitting on the edge

-Natural hair covering forehead, undercut haircut

-Black and white colours

Index

-Boyish image
-Free and wandering hippie image

Symbol

-Frustration, wandering, confusion and helplessness and
emptiness in a hopeless reality
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Table 2. Continued

Concept photograph

Semiotic type

Analysis

Figure 7. 4" Mini Album
{The Most Beautiful Moment in Life
pt.2>
(https://ibighit.com)

Icon

-Colourful zipped leather jackets, pop and  funky graffiti
printing t-shirts, roll-up jeans, british flag walker, suspender
-Accessories  (choker, earrings, rings, bracelets, fedora),
badges

-Orange, sky or brown coloured hair

-Footsteps and gaze with a clear destination and
facial expression

-faded color

bright

Index

-Retro pop, rock’n’roll, Moz looking image
-Image of the younger generation that are not bounded by
conventions

Symbol

-Will to carve out their own path towards a goal
-Rebellion, resistance and challenging mind

U
Figure 8. 1% Special Album
{The Most Beautiful Moment in Life:

Young Forever)
(httpsi_//ibighit‘com

Icon

-Colorful printing, embroidered flower, tree and insects
patterned sweaters, blouson, jamaica shorts, berets, mild
calf socks

-Natural makeup

-Gazing at something carefully

-Camping on nature

Index

-Boyish cute image
-Gorgeous and free image

Symbol

-The most glamorous period of youth
-Youth, Fancy

T ‘s*aiﬁ B

Figure 9, 2™ Full-Length Album
{Wings)

Icon

-Check, stripe, and dot pattern robes, velvet or silky blouson,
silk pajama, silk shirt, marilyn monroe printing, glitter loafers,
leather and fur loafers

-Drowsy facial expression, lying pose

-Colorful hair style

-White and black colors, peach pink, blue violet, gold bronze
sheen color

Index

-Sophisticated and comfortable image based on pajama look
-Sexual image

Symbol

-Maturity of sexual man getting out of period of boyhood

(https://ibighit.com)

9

Figure 10, 2" Special Album
<You Never Walk Alone)
(https://ibighit.com)

Icon

-Hoody T-shirt and jumpers, bleach dyed jeans, sneakers
-Abstract pattern blouson, graffiti pattern sweater

-Beanie, hairband, stripe socks, sneakers

-Comfortable sitting pose, looking up with bright facial
expression,

-Backstreet background and confetti

Index

-Free and individual image
-Comfortable and casual image of post-festival atmosphere

Symbol

-Festival and hopeful youth
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Table 2. Continued

Concept photograph Semiotic type Analysis
-Loose fits, flat collar, shawl collar, and stand collar shirts
-Silver earrings
Icon -Curled light hair
-Pale and faded tone like mural from the renaissance period
-Cloud background
-Romantic image
Index -Natural and comfortable image
Figure 11. 5 Mini Album
<Love Yourself "Her") Symbol -Mythical, dreamy and pure platonic love

(https://ibighit.com)

Figure 12. 3" Full-Length Album
{Love Yourself 'Tear")
(https://ibighit.com)

Icon

-Sweater, shirt, T-shirts, jackets, blousons, easy casualwear
-Natural color, no pattern

-Undressed black hair

-Gazing at the same point in the distance

-Sunset fields, bare branches

Index

-Lyrical and calm image
-Lonely image recalling the past

Symbol

-Process of maturation by facing oneself
-Introspection and emptiness, liberation, loss

Figure 13. Repackage Album <Love
Yourself 'Answer')
(https://ibighit.com)

Icon

-Intense and glamorous color combination of red, navy, hot
pink, glitter white

-Checkerboard, stripe, floral, and abstract patterns

-Unisex outfit with feminine details like ruffle, puff sleeves
-Boot cut trousers, knee-length shorts, skinny trousers
-Colorful hair color of orange, purple, brown, blonde, black,
Red eye shadow

-Unconcentrated outfits revealing each one’s individuality
-Fierce red background

-Cluttered TV monitors and wires

-Intense gaze

Index

-70’s glam rock image
-Gender neutral image
-Retro image

Symbol

-Facing and revealing their identity of visual Idol with confidence
-Confidence and will to dominate the media

i Sy - : 'l:a. :
Figure 14. 6" Mini Album
{Map of the Soul: Persona)
(https://ibighit.com)

Icon

-Colorful pajama

-Stripe, dot, dragonfly pattern

-Natural hair styles

-Looking straight into eyes, posing and taking mirror-selfi,
thinking deeply about something

-Pink light, moment capture cut

-Realistic toilet background

Index

-Sexual and dreamy image
-Natural image

Symbol

-Process of exploring oneself by looking into undecorated
oneself in the most private space, bathroom
-Observation of another self
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Table 2. Continued

Concept photograph

Semiotic type

Analysis

Figure 15, 4% Full-Length Album
{Map of the Soul: 7>
(https://ibighit.com)

Icon

-Dandy and formal suit

-Focusing with pin light on dark background, dark
background that sky and earth are indistinguishable

-Golden cup, grapes and fruits, well-served dinner

-Facial expression that seriously considering something

-Neat hair style and clean make up

Index

-Mythical image
-Religious image
-Dandy image

Symbol

-Will to face the dark inner shadow of trial, burden, fear and
accept them as the part of myself

Figure 16, Digital Single Album
<{Dynamite)
(https://ibighit.com)

Icon

-Campus look, blue jacket, blue jean, T-shirt, short
-Colorful setup

-Sneakers, necklace, earrings, colorful sunglasses, beret
-Pop colors and patterned background

-Basketball hoop

Index

-Sportive college student image in the early to mid 90s
-Retro image

-Hiphop image

-Bouncy and lively free casual image

Symbol

-Bright and cheerful confidence
-Hopeful energy to light up the era of corona

Figure 17. Album <Be)
(https://ibighit.com)

Icon

-Dishelved wearing formal items of bow tie, fedora, shirt
collar shirts, shawl collar jacket

-Miss match of formal items and pajama trousers and slippers
-Turned on lights

-Musical  instrument such as mic, guitar, keyboard,
tambourine, karaoke device

-Background color of Turquise blue and brown

-Contrast color of white and black, point color of pink and
blue

-Gazing at front

-Dark hair, neat make up

Index

-Natural musician image without decoration
-Helpless situation facing restrictions on activities as a
musician in the era of Corona

Symbol

-Combination of helplessness feeling of circumstances and will
to continue music
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Table 2. Continued

Concept photograph Semiotic type Analysis
-Tailored formal suit
-Picked lapel, power shoulder
-Glitter and shiny fabric
lcon -Glossy shoes ' '
-Black and white, gold and silver colours
-Neat and tidy hair
-Pink and red background
-Confident and chic facial expression
-Trendy, modern, chic image
Index -Image of mature man
-Genderless image
Figure 18. Digital Single Album
<{Butter) Symbol -Seduction of mature and charming man
(https://ibighit.com)
= E

-Black jumpsuit, overalls, suspenders
-Accessories of hear-shaped handcuffs,
rings

-Two-tone colored hair

-Holding mug shot sign

-Sloppy posture, arrogant facial expression

-Orange background with shape of an electrocardiogram

bracelets, necklace and

-Image of a provocative and cute bad guy with a metaphor for
stealing a heart

lcon
Figure 19. Album <{Butter) Index
(https://ibighit.com)
Symbol

-A cute confession asking for the love of fan
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