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ABSTRACT

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to examine the changes in the pattern of crimes caused by the
spread and slowdown of coronavirus infections and to devise preventive and countermeasures against
various crimes in the future. Method: In order to find out the characteristics of each crime in the non-
face-to-face and face-to-face environment, the results of previous prior research and data officially
released by the National Police Agency and the prosecution office were compared and analyzed. Result:
In the early epidemic of infectious diseases, overall crime has decreased, and civil life-related crimes
and crimes targeting the socially disadvantaged are increasing. In the second half of the infectious
disease, unlike the first half, the prolonged corona caused the economic recession and unemployment,
deepening the damage from illegal private finance and significantly increasing illegal gambling game
crimes. Conclusion: According to the time of the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, the quarterly
crime characteristics showed that there was a difference in crime type and crime increase and decrease
rate, and that crime response measures should be changed accordingly.

Keywords: COVID-19, Non-face-to-face Environment, Pandemic, Quarterly Crime Type, Comparative
Analysis of Patterns of Crime.
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Table 1. The total number of crimes committed in the past three years and the rate of increase or decrease
Division Total Crime  Violent crimesl  violent crimes  Property crime  Traffic crime
Face-to-face 2018 1,728,795 35,274 233,313 576,939 427,672
environment 2019 1,757,346 35,046 232,114 627,558 404,962
Non-face-to-face 2020 1,706,942 32,802 209,911 658,664 376,862
environment
Rate of increase/decrease in 2019 1.6% -0.6% -0.5% 8.7% -5.3%
compared to the previous year. (-1.2%) (-7.0%) (-10%) (14.1%) (-11.8%)
Rate of 1ncrease/decrea}se in 2020 8% 64% 9.5% 4.9% 6.9%
compared to the previous year.
Violent crimes1: Including murder, arson, robbery, and sex crimes, except violent crimes.
():Rate of increase/decrease in 2020 compared to 2018.
Source: https://www.crimestats.or.kr/, 2020.
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Trends in new confirmed cases of Third Pandemic

infectious diseases

3 e F December 21st | —— December
First Pandemic Y P pii;j::i( (50,000) 25th
February2gth i O i - (1,240)
(909) " k Ar?nectjmiﬁzeitthc‘
Vaccine Acquisition ™ January
August (4,400 i[l})T
27 (441)‘ Movember 21st o4
Accumulated confirmed (30,000)

cases of infectious
diseases on 3 April. ‘
(Qver 10,000 viewers) | (20,0000

- September 1st

by | Feb | omar | april May | oun | duly | Aug | sep | Oct | Sep | Dec | iy

: second quarter Third quarter Fourth quarter
First quarter (1-3month) “4-6month) (7-9month) 10-12month)

404,534case (-12.9%) 423,322case 4.6%) | | 444,356case (49%) | | 434,730case (-2.1%)

Fig. 1. Comparison of the number of crimes committed on a quarterly basis with the spread of COVID-19 in 2020

Source: Yonhap News, COVID-19 domestic outbreak, one year on the main day (2020. January 10th); Korea Institute of Criminal
Policy, Crime and criminal justice statistics information, Quarterly Crime Statistics Reconfiguration.
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Table 2. Status of overall crime occurrence by type of crime quarterly in 2018-2020

Division Total Crime  violent crimesl  violent crimes  Property crime  Traffic crime
2018 400,818 7,302 55,186 131,173 97,554
2019 First-quarter 385,367 6,860 51,235 139,967 88,181
2020 404,534 7,320 51,515 155,718 89,197
Rate 0f1ncrease/decreas§ in Q12019 3.9% 6.0% 79 6.7% 9.6%
compared to the previous year.
Rate of 1ncrease/decreas<? in Q1 2020 4.9% 9.7% 0.5% 11.2% 1.9%
compared to the previous year.
2018 437,583 8,868 58,039 142,308 113,636
2019 Second-quarter 452,536 8,386 58,067 155,618 106,704
2020 423,322 7,728 53,787 164,918 92,057
Rate of1ncrease/decreas<? in Q22019 3.4% 5.4% 0.6% 9.4% 6.1%
compared to the previous year.
Rate of 1ncrease/decreas? in Q2 2020 6.5% 8% 4% 6.0% 13.7%
compared to the previous year.
2018 436,396 9,935 60,376 145,168 105,629
2019 Third-quarter 455,289 10,152 63,680 161,093 100,638
2020 444356 9,168 54,268 170,524 96,728
Rate of 1ncrease/decreas§ in Q32019 43% 2% 550 11.0% 47%
compared to the previous year.
Rate 0f1ncrease/decreas<? in Q3 2020 2.4% 9.7% 14.8% 5.00 3.9%
compared to the previous year.
2018 453,998 9,169 59,730 158,284 110,853
2019 Fourth-quarter 464,654 9,648 59,132 170,880 109,439
2020 434,730 8,586 50,341 167,504 98,862
Rate 0f1ncrease/decreas§ in Q4 2019 23% 500 1.0% 79% 10%
compared to the previous year.
Rate of increase/decrease in Q4 2020 6.4% 12.3% 14.9% 2.0% 10.6%

compared to the previous year.

Violent crimes1: Including murder, arson, robbery, and sex crimes, except violent crimes.
Source: https://www.crimestats.or.kr/; 2020, Korea Institute of Criminal Policy, Crime and criminal justice statistics information,
Quarterly Crime Statistics Reconfiguration. (https://www.crimestats.or.kr/).
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Table 3. 2020 Corona 19 related case investigation and handling status

Division  Prosecution Crimes by Publicly  Information Violation of the Mask  Mask Selling Uncertified
Alleging False Facts Leakage Infectious Diseases Act hoarding Fraud smuggling
2020 (6month) 379 33 8 125 31 152 30
2020 (9month) 665 38 20 341 41 174 50

Source: 2020, Supreme Prosecutors' Office Press release, Corona 19 related crime response status, June 11th.
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