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Examining Mathematics Teachers’ Intentions regarding Formative Assessment
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The purpose of this study is to reveal what mathematics teachers focus on and how they assess students’ thinking
during lessons enacted. For this purpose, we googled and searched internet sites to collect formative assessment
materials for the year 2014 to 2019. The formative assessment tasks data were analyzed according to the levels
cognitive demand levels and tasks suggested in textbooks in terms of degrees to which how they are related. The data
analysis suggested as follows: a) most of the formative assessment tasks were at the low-level, in particular, PNC level
tasks that require applying particular procedures without connections to concepts and meaning underlying the
procedures, b) the assessment tasks appeared to be very similar to the tasks suggested in the secondary mathematics
textbooks, and c¢) it seemed that 3 types of formative assessment, observation mnotes, self-assessment, and
peer-assessment were dominantly utilized during mathematics lessons and these different types of formative assessment
were employed apparently to find out whether students participated actively in class and in group activity, not how
they go through understanding or thinking processes.
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