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Abstract This study is a descriptive research study to identify differences in awareness and practice of
emerging infectious diseases, ethical awareness, ethical decision-making, and the effect on ethical
decision-making among nurses and nursing students. 179 data were collected for nursing students and
nurses in K city from August 20 to September 10, 2020. As a result of the study, there was a statistically
significant difference between nursing students and nurses only in decision-making related to the
principle of justice among ethical decision-making, and it was found that ethical education experience
(8=0.18, p=.013) influenced ethical decision-making. Based on the research results, it is suggested to
develop a simulation-centered convergent ethics education program to improve ethical

decision-making and provide regular education.
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Table 1. Differences in Awareness and Practice, Ethical Awareness on Emerging Infectious Disease according to

General Characteristics (M=179)
Student Nurse
Categories t‘zﬁf‘ ; % MxSD % M+SD
e (%) D 3) n(%) D) 2) 3)

Gender

Male 30(16.8) | 18(22.5) | 6.83+1.02 3.62:0.56 | 4.53t0.41 | 12(12.1) | 7.000.95 3.3540.24 4.1540.47

Female 149(83.2) | 62(77.5) | 7.15¢1.24 347038 | 4.53t0.45 | 87(87.9) | 6.72+1.20 3.54+0.46 4.38+0.44

t (o) -1.08(.282) | 1.31(195) | 0.62(.534) 0.76(.447) | -1.48(.141) | -1.63(.106)
Agelyears)

0° 32(17.9) | 32(40.0) | 6.881.01 357044 | 4.53+0.39 -

2025 ° 40(22.3) | 38(47.5) | 7.21+1.14 350043 | 4.430.47 2(2.0) 7.50£0.71 3.5040.14 4.75+0.12

25—(30 ° 24(13.4) | 0(0.0) - - - 19(19.2) | 6.4241.43 3.2340.44 4.180.53

30-(35 ¢ 14(7.8) | 10(12.5) | 7.20£1.03 3.34:0.37 | 4.47:0.48 | 13(13.1) | 6.85+0.80 3.3440.46 4.33:0.51

>35° 69(38.5) | 0(0.0) 65(65.7) | 6.82+1.16 3.65+0.39 4.39:0.40

Fo) Sheffe 0.92(409 | 0200112 | 0.45(638) 0.87(461) 6'19&201 )| 159(197)
Education

Student’ 80(44.7) |80(100.0) | 7.08+1.08 3518042 | 4.47+0.44 - - - -

Diploma” 39(22.3) - - - - 39(39.4) | 6.67+1.24 3.5240.41 4.39+0.43

Baccalureate® 52(13.4) - - - - 52(52.5) | 6.811.12 3.5440.47 4.30£0.46

Master ¢ 8(7.8) - - - - 8(8.1) 6.89+0.64 3.5040.35 4.43+0.53

F (o) Sheffe - - - 0.20(0.817) 0.03(0.971) 0.57(0.570)
Religion

Yes 94(52.5) | 44(55.0) | 7.25:0.92 3.53:0.37 | 4.47:0.43 | 50(50.5) | 6.98+1.04 3.5240.41 4.31+0.42

No 85(47.5) | 36(45.0) | 6.86+1.22 348049 | 4.48+0.45 | 49(49.5) | 6.53%1.26 3.5310.47 4.38+0.48

t (0 1.62(.108) 0.46(.648) -0.11(.912) 1.94(.056) -0.03(.997) -0.87(.389)
Marriage

Not married 113(63.1) | 78(97.5) | 17.10¢1.06 | 3.53:0.41 449042 | 35(35.4) | 6.51+1.27 3.330.40 4.31+0.53

Married 66(36.9) | 2(2.5) 6.00£1.4 2.80:0.00 | 3.75:0.59 | 64(64.6) | 6.90+1.10 3.6310.42 4.36£0.40

t (p) or Mann —Whitney 216 010" 057 -1.54(.127) | -3.53(.0017) | -0.64((.524)
Isolation experience

Yes 11(6.1) 5(6.2) 7.00+1.41 3.56:0.26 | 4.30+0.38 6(6.1) 6.17+0.98 3.2040.47 4.34+0.30

No 168(93.9) | 75(93.8) | 7.08+1.06 350043 | 4.48+0.44 | 93(93.9) | 6.80+1.18 3.5540.43 4.35¢0.46

t (0 -0.16(.873) 0.28(.777) -0.90(.371) -1.28(.203) -1.90(.061) 0.23(.821)
Ethical education experience

Yes 133(74.3) | 52(65.0) | 7.38+0.80 350039 | 4.48:0.41 | 81(81.8) | 6.79+1.19 3.5240.44 4.36£0.44

No 46(25.7) | 28(35.0) | 6.50%1.29 351048 | 4.45:0.49 | 18(18.2) | 6.61%1.09 3.5340.45 4.27+0.50

t (0 3.79(.0007) | -0.10(917) | 0.36(.717) 0.74(560) | -0.09(.932) | 0.84(.404)
Willingness to participate in ethical education

Yes 148(82.7) | 70(87.5) | 7.30+0.95 353044 | 4.48:0.42 | 78(78.8) | 6.92+1.08 3.55+0.46 4.40£0.44

No 31(17.3) | 10(12.6) | 7.04+1.10 3.34:0.19 | 4.38:0.58 | 21(21.2) | 6.14+1.31 3.4240.36 4.17+0.44

t (o) 0.77(.483) | 1.34(.184) | 0.67(.503) 2.81(00687) | 1.25(.214) 2.14(.035)

1) Ethical decision-making, 2) Emerging-infectious disease awareness and practice, 3) Ethical awareness
*0¢.05, ** pd.01, *** p¢.001
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Table 2. Awareness and Practice, Ethical Awareness on Emerging Infectious Disease (M=179)
Items M=SD
Awareness and practice Total Student Nurse
Can you clearly explain a pandemic situation? 3.27+.0.66 3.11£.0.66 3.39:.0.64
Do you think the WHO(World Health Organization) responded to a recent pandemic 2 66+0.88 2 6940.96 264081
situation properly?
pIrDOf;e\l/"t;u? think the Korean government responded to a recent pandemic situation 3.3741.07 3334110 3414104
Did you continue to be interested in a pandemic process through news? 4.09+0.66 4.16+0.65 4.04+0.67
Are you following the COVID-19 prevention rules? 4.1940.62 4.250.63 4.14+0.61
- Staying home when sick 4.20+0.87 4.43+0.71 4.02+0.95
- Keeping a regular interval / Maintain a 2m spacing 3.61+0.96 3.37£1.07 3.81+0.80
- Wearing a mask 4.84+0.44 4.87+0.40 4.82+0.46
- Washing hands in running water for over 30 seconds 4.60+0.60 4.64+0.60 4.60+0.61
- Refrain from using facilities with large crowds 4.20+0.78 4.01+0.82 4.34+0.72
Average in total 3.53+0.43 3.51+0.42 3.53+0.44
t (o) -0.27(.785)
Ethical awareness
In case of a_pandemlq situation, do you accept that your daily life can be restricted 4.06£0.79 £.09+0.81 4.0440.78
by your hospital guidelines?
Do you think |_t is necessary tQ de_velop ethical guidelines to protect healthcare 4.3440.67 4.3840.72 4.3140.63
providers regarding a pandemic situation?
In the case of a pandemic s\tuat\oh, do you think healthcare providers should be 4.58+0.65 4.68+0.69 2.49+0.61
protected by personal protective devices?
Do you think you shoulq be guarant_eed to be given accurate information about all the 4.63:0.53 4.7040.51 4.5740.54
diseases and emerging infectious diseases?
Do you agree to _the governmental intervention into personal rlg_hts for infection 4.96+0.73 4.34+0.67 4194077
control (e.g. restrictions on travel abroad, no rally, personal quarantine, etc.)?
Do you think that appropriate punishment is necessary when a suspected patient
violates activity restrictions or a confirmed patient violates quarantine measures in an 4.5620.58 4.650.53 4.48+0.61
infectious disease pandemic?
Average in total 4.40£0.58 4.47+0.44 4.3610.45
t (o) 1.84(.068)




66 St=83etsl=E H12# HE3

Table 3. Ethical Decision-making on Emerging Infectious Disease (A=179)
Principles Items n(%)
Student Nurse )
- - x“or t(p)
Agree Disagree Agree Disagree
o | respect the patient’s right to refuse an immunization 15 66 25 74 1.561
;r\ncwp\e fOf responsibility relate to emerging infectious disease. (17.5) (82.5) (25.3) (74.7) (212
espect for
autonomy I agree to forcefully dismiss a student suspected of having 75 5 88 il 1.285
an infectious disease to black its transmission. (93.8) 6.2) (88.9) (11.1) (.257)
Even if | have an important appointment. When | meet
any suspected by emerging infectious disease. | will (97245) (765> (8%67) (11331) (1;'274%
Principle of examine/care him/her ' ' : : '
Beneficence i i idi i
| will continue provwdmg ‘treatment/n_ursmg for a 74 6 85 14 1.966
suspected by emerging infectious disease who has no (©2.5) 7.5) ©5.9) a4a.1) (161)
money. ’ ’ : : ’
While the vaccine is not Do you think the Korean
government responded to a recent pandemic situation. if (11318) (8%93) (11001) (8%99) ?5563
Principle of my best friend wants. | will vaccinate him/her ) ’ . . ’
non-maleficen .
ce | accept the confidentiality requested by a top star 5 8 9 2.613
planning a fan meeting , who was diagnosed by 2.5) 78(97.5) 1) 1(98.9) (.189)
emerging infectious disease. ’ : :
| agree to first-served based vaccination without
o prioritization in the midst of signification shortage of (21285> (76;25) (11111) (8%89) (4(-)31%;)
Principle of vaccines for emerging infectious disease : : : : :
ustice
! | accept my assignment for caring for a highly infectious 68 12 68 31 6.45]
patient (85.0) (15.0) (68.7) (31.3) (011)
Average in total 7.08+1.08 6.76x1.17 (108673(;
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Table 4. Influencing Factors on Ethical Decision—making

(M=179)
Variables B SE B t p
(Constant) 427 | 0.93 458 | 000"
Ethical education 047 | 019 | 18 | 250 | 013
experience
Wi\lingness to pgrticipate 038 | 022 13 170 098
in ethical education
Emerging-infectious
disease awareness and 0.27 | 0.20 10 1.33 187
practice
Ethical awareness 023 | 020 | .09 1.17 244
R?=.08 Adjusted R’=.06, F=3.88, p=.005"

*p.05, ** pd.01, *** p.001
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