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A study on the guidelines for the Military Continuity of Operations Plan
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Abstract Unexpected massive disasters have occurred around the world, causing enormous socio-economic
damage. The military has long been enacting laws, organizing organizations and establishing systems for crisis
and disaster management, but it did not consider the situation when military essential functions were suspended
due to unpredictable and massive disasters. With the September 11 terrorist attacks, the U.S. military has
developed COOP strategy aimed at continuing military essential functions in all crisis, and is contributed to
national continuity by ensuring uninterrupted national security functions. Korean military has established a crisis
and disaster management system, but focuses on managing and controlling disasters and crisis situations. Korean
military needs a system to guarantee military essential functions even in national crisis beyond its management
capabilities. In this study, We compared and reviewed the U.S. administration and military COOP guidelines and
directives, ISO22301 international standards., and developed planning guidelines suitable for the Korean military
situation by responding to detailed items based on IS022301. In particular, the U.S. military(DoD, Army, Navy,
Air Force) COOP guidelines were drawn and incorporated into the guidelines(such as protection and succession
of command authority, the fulfillment of essential functions and operational security, etc.). The planning
guidelines are expected to be used as reference materials for the introduction of COOP systems in the military
and the establishment of plans in the future.
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