L))

Check for
updates

pISSN 1738-4087 elSSN 2233-8616
J Environ Health Sci. 2022; 48(1): 9-18
https://doi.org/10.5668/JEHS.2022.48.1.9

Journal of Environmental Health Sciences

Invited article / Perspectives

50™ Anniversary article

=LY F AP THe| MoK 2Pyt O wE, J2|30 SAEA METte| gt

Lessons Learned from Major Environmental Health Disasters in
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ABSTRACT

In today’s civilization, it can be impossible to prevent disasters that cause large-scale human and material
harm, and the environmental industry is not excepted from this. Over the last 50 years, several large and small
environmental health catastrophes have occurred in Korea. Notable instances include the phenol pollution
accident in the Nakdong River, the Hebei Spirit oil spill in Taean, Chungcheongnam-do, and the humidifier
disinfectant disaster. Looking at these instances, it is clear that the government failed to prevent similar
incidents and accidents after the tragedies. The government created and executed different policies to prevent
such incidents and accidents, but the majority of them were highly fragmented. It is understandable that
depending on the political and social level of the society in which the environmental health hazard incident/
accident happened, the investigation of the cause, countermeasures, and policy reaction may differ. To put it
another way, the more authoritarian and non-democratic a political social system is, the more likely it is to
cover up occurrences and accidents without a deep examination. This is in line with the members of society’s
level of political awareness and acknowledgment of the importance of life and safety. In 1985, when the Onsan
pollution disease was discovered, and in 2011, when we recognized the realities of the humidifier disinfectant

disaster, South Korea's political and social systems were entirely different.
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Highlights:

- Examining the history of enviro-
nmental health disasters in Korea is
meaningful in that it can improve
the system that can protect the lives
and health of citizens through lessons
learned.

- Since 1970, large and small enviro-
nmental diseases and environmental
pollution incidents have occurred in
our society.

- By examining the causes and develo-
pment of these incidents, it is possible
to estimate what role environmental
health experts should play when

similar incidents occur in the future.
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paralysis, and skin 7,467 households
diseases migrated collectively
Nakdong river phenol 1991 Doosan electronics Phenol, 13,000 Daegu citizens The opportunity to
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increased abnormal in the right to health
symptoms and environment.
Hebei Spirit oil spill 2007 Oil tanker oil spill VOC:s etc. Volunteers and oil removers 11 cities and counties
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disinfectant disaster disinfectant in CMIT/MIT including 1,027 deaths, environmental health

humidifier
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by the government
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