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Objectives : Electroacupuncture (EA) is a procedure in which pulses of weak electrical current are sent through acupuncture
needles into acupuncture points in the skin, and_Joksamli (ST36) is one of the most used acupoints. This study was designed to
analyze the trend of research articles on ST36 EA published in Korea. Methods : Articles on EA at ST36 in Korean journals were
searched in Korean databases and analyzed focusing on the number of publications by year, research subject, research topics,
institutes, and journals. Results : Total 66 articles were included in this study, which were 51 basic researches, 12 clinical
researches, and 3 reviews. Since 2000, the number of articles has gradually increased, reaching the highest level in 2007, and
rapidly decreased since 2012. Kyung Hee University is the organization that published the most articles, and the journal that
published the most articles is Journal of Acupuncture Research, followed by Korean Journal of Acupuncture. Conclusions : A lot
of ST36 EA studies in Korean journals are basic experimental researches using rats, and the research topics are closely related to
the diseases of patients visiting Korean medicine clinics. The number of papers by institution is related to the number of
professors, and researchers tend to prefer publishing in acupuncture journals.
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Fig. 1. Changes in the number of
ST36 electroacupuncture articles in
Korean journals and Pubmed by year
between 2000 and 2021.
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Table 1. Classification of research topics of articles on electro-
acupuncture at ST36 in Korea between 2000 and 2021 based on
International Statistical Classification of Diseases (ICD)-10

Rank Research topic Number of
articles
1 Diseases of the digestive system 17
2 Diseases of the musculoskeletal system and 13
connective tissue
3 Injury, poisoning and certain other consequen— 10
ces of external causes
4 Disease of the nervous system 6
5 Endocrine, nutritional and metabolic diseases 4
6 Diseases of the blood and blood—forming 3
organs and certain disorders involving the
immune mechanism
Mental and behavioural disorders 3
Diseases of the circulatory system 3
Other topics 7

H(19%), sl =g=etel#] 9H(14%), thatebduietelA] 54
(8%), HRFER A= e3IA] 4H(6%), 718F SRl 6H(9%)] =
0] A=t Table 3).
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Table 2. List of institutes that published articles on electro—
acupuncture at ST36 in Korea between 2000 and 2021

Trends in ST36 Electroacupuncture Researches

Table 3. List of journals that published articles on electro-
acupuncture at ST36 in Korea between 2000 and 2021

Rank Institute Number of Rank Journal Number of
articles articles
1 Kyung Hee University 21 1 Journal of Acupuncture Research 29
2 Wonkwang University 13 2 Korean Journal of Acupuncture 13
3 Semyung University 5 3 Journal of Physiology & Pathology in Korean 9
4 Daejeon University 4 Medicine
Dongshin University 4 4 The Journal of Internal Korean Medicine 5
Korea Nazarene University 4 5 The Journal of Korean Society of Physical 4
Pusan National University 4 TheraApy
Other institutes 11 Other journals 6
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