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Problems and Reconsideration of the Concept of Public Health Care (Public
Health and Medical Services) in South Korea

Jong Ho Sung’, Jung Ha Kim?

'ChungAh Psychiatric Clinic, Goyang; “Department of Family Medicine, Chung-Ang University Hospital, Chung-Ang University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

The concept of “public health care (public health and medical services)” as discussed in South Korea is
used in an unclear sense, with a meaning unlike the terminology used worldwide. The terms “public health
care (public health and medical services)” and “health care (health and medical services)” have the same
legal definition in Korea. Globally, “public health care (public health and medical services)” refers to medical
services provided to the public that are operated as publicly funded resources, but in Korea, this term
is confined to limited medical services prescribed by the government. The following considerations regarding
“public health care (public health and medical services)” in Korea are proposed: All medical services performed
by the state, regional governments, health care institutions, or health care workers to protect and promote
the health of the people should be clearly established as “public health care (public health and medical
services)” by definition. The financial burden borne by the state through national health insurance should
be increased to an appropriate level to clarify the state's responsibility. Improving public health is an urgent
priority in Korea, and this goal can be achieved by improving regional public health through systematic
relationships between the state and regional governments, establishing a Ministry of Health, and efficiently
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allocating public health doctors who are important for providing regional medical care in rural and remote
areas. It will be possible to actively deal with infectious diseases at the national level through establishment

of a Ministry of Disease Control and Prevention.
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Institute for Contemporary Studies®] “New directions in public
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LA oz dsH Lutof| Gl Hgo| & QIgh EolHeg Fvtet < fFgsta tHis8l. ol £, Organization for Economic
HAE20] olgol) o]ae x|, olaAuA AT do B30 Cooperation and Development (OECD)of|A tjd @-e¥sk= 54|
Alete A& BE Foprt dAshA € Zlolth ol AR ez oaMu|2art A HH o7 w-55HA AlEE AL

OlEdg SHN = 7P =718 45 B 4 55 Wl e UePE 423 o g Adgsha el o® EES
Yo A0 MRS WYIeE fi-2 g 4 olok 1960 AR A’ O 2o, wUie] RS AIE, HES AME
599 B IS 63.7%00 2= aste] 20199 55 oAY 7Fs AFYE, A& 7Fs AMGE W AdFH =7 OECD =7}
W g 0.7%0] IR-21 9= Flo] olF FHskaL Ueh33l. oA Aol A= e A2 AFskA] ekar QIeH35] =y

EAA = ST M= FE7E FEdlof she AA5T 5 AR A S5 TAR gt A RRAE B BT B EAA] A
HoAZo| BHo mAfH| 2o FIT YA AYS R A o AMEITE e AR S SRSk lsl ofgstal lck
A AlsstA] Fgt H2g Agd 5 ArH34l. [36]. SHA|TF AA| BAIE SAATHEH, YUTAL AP T4

OpR[eto 2 9] oy Bl SHofA Eobd, A7dat v Q7 Bl =R G A, A, A A SEHEN =,

H H0E g9 Fulo] 7|2do, el ie AdE-elRt HEWER Al =AY 2Ato] BIEARIGR] A B
o=

o
£ A=E i B bt 7E2ds T = A3

A, A5, SR EH36) o= A9 SeAjulA Y 74

A7EgT BRI ol uigo] YewA] FapiH27). 9ol th2 olSo] Bgka o2 ZRgake Ak B S gick
S22 Tl =Xl ZEE7 2oje| $

S52l= 7gel EARKS A ARl S, Q] S, R S TEARE HE 1] T32R duE= o] oA

o] thael B SRo® ol Azl 4 ik WHel Suel Al F3RdolRE FTIRe FERA T SUL EISIAL ek

A gol oge e wxolret g3udolR Aot Ustel, et £83] AT 4 Qe TERAT T 22U Y

E A5, oY,

20| 3ZO 87} LIS =0T o 47} @itk o] Stk B2 By gtk FFEALS Tl tiitou,
ojgoM SAHEHE FoloF & F-20] TYRAY ol & A& A 5 ARl Boafuag Algsia, e B2
T QAT o= BHOR, & S50 E JOE Fske Wel  uAwrE B F=ol FAloInk ol Z=up Aol B

A o] Foj#|ok Sk ZoA| W= o]Fojd FFo| ofr. o] B7|we] AFo] Ay AlEleN= Sdlut F2sHH3T1

ZJAARQ] ZHoA vlRRETHH 350 BARY 2ok A Al A SoEZT} e R AGAA A W] 2271 deiE
71l QAE9] ofHo] WhgER] o2 Al ARel 4 Agom 94l Agstaat ik 35E 30| SYI AL ofdelE
etk oy, AgEY Zoplde Ut Hdak 34 of =7t A B0l vjdey, A sEEARA 0] =154
I} PR SURE o BA | AlZ0] OB RO HARE B T ARG FE o B9 7R ARK B4 o] e FEe
7FEA, A Rl SRR YAl 7hdRt gxjofA] Xl =H] & 22, <1, o)t FofA AxAPge] AAiel GFF off drh=
Al U 8, 9] oSSR A o5k whits ARdo|tk FEE AT TE PO EAIES SLHE SHA
the 571 1A 502 JedAE fAsks AF—ol=t 22le HRREOY, B5ARe 338088 e 2 24T JERA
=mgelo] tieh A= oju] 3570l st 87 Atk 7hgloiA TE AR 1R 22 wAllEo] glon, 35E G0

BHOR Zople QeAula Al Al ApdgR|et IaAR  FFREAEEY), 2R @GuE), 18Rt 8d), 51
A, TEEY ol =TS Beileants 23] Rtz g SAPFR(EUEZD) 5 ohRt FA]of] Bablo] QIeH3T]. Ay
5 275 FAAA, 7 VAR A Algke St Smr it 2R AAlL A So] A dute] ZAIS welT ket Aol
Al Higt =7F SA, =271 29 Al Edfior € vt RERHAEiolnk 3R teE O] 2AEE A =
A, SeQ=T I kR 2 ARG Aok glon, SHolA kAN, SR} 72 2AS dEshs o] 24
YUY oleS PP ST 4 dle T 5& 2ok Hol doll= T2 TP AAIE dEstaL 22| 2E FYe= B2
A F5ol=ekal sk At ofE 2fol7} Al AEsH] o™ She B2 ool e 7P FoRt 2oy, FFH =AY

Aol ti=yl S8 SUolA Eobd, A, oty M-S o UEHHRINYY ol AN Aol o R
Sl TEY= 0]9)e] FHE Kyt Gt sk SR A AP goy 2ot FE= A%t dejolth 3R
AU, ZRINZIAL glot, £80E F9e AYolad et g2 e Y BARE 712 A B4 SHollA sekEotd
A|9ow otz qhgstal, FARR ISk BAIE ARSI AME AR A w3, WS S A 7EE S7LE w2 AMEE
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