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Abstract The purpose of this study is to provide the basic data for improving the coping ability of
clinical nurses by deeply analyzing and understanding the bioethics dilemma the clinical nurses
experience in the COVID-19 pandemic. To understand the essence of bioethics dilemma the
clinical nurses would experience in the COVID-19 pandemic, this study interviewed with a clinical
nurse and then analyzed it by using Colaizzi (1978)'s phenomenological method. In the results of
this study, total three theme clusters were drawn such as ‘Agony to face a situation that violates
the principle of respect for man’s life and dignity’, Frustration and confusion caused by the
situation in which the principle of good deed and prohibition of evil deed cannot be kept, and
‘Doubt about fulfilling and not fulfilling the principle of justice’. To improve the ability to cope with
bioethics dilemma the clinical nurses experience in the pandemic situation based on the results of
this study, it would be necessary to establish the education and policy for clinical nurses, and also
to make efforts to improve the treatment of nurses.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of the Subjects

. Clinical Career

partici= Gender | Age Department (Current/Total)
pant (year)
1 F 26 *AK room 3/4
2 F 26 **NICU 4/ 4
3 F 33 COVID-19 ward 2/2
4 M 37 *XER 2/13
5 F 29 ER 5/6
6 F 26 COVID-19 ward 2/4
7 F 26 COVID-19 ward 2/ 4
F 26 AK room 4/ 4
9 F 33 ER 8/8
10 F 39 ER 10 /14
11 F 26 ER 5/5
12 F 25 ER 5/5

*AK room: Artificial Kidney room (QIZAI%AL)
**NICU: Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (AAOFSEAIA)
***ER: Emergency Room (234)
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Table 2. Category

Agony of the situation that faces a
restricted deathbed due to the

agon to face a ] .
gony concerns about infection spread

situation violating
the principle of
respect for man’s
life and dignity

Psychological difficulty to suppress
the freedom for patients’ safety

Difficult situation of quarantine that
cannot protect the privacy of patients

Confusion in the unprepared medical

frustration and field

confusion from not
able to keep the
principle  of  good
deed and prohibition
of evil deed

Frustration with the lowered quality
of nursing by manpower shortage
and work burden

Concerns about the patient
management which is tough to be
controlled in the isolation ward

Anxiety about the possibility of
becoming a spreader of infection in

doubt about fulfilling | "UrsiNg Process

and not fulfilling the
principle of justice

Frustration ~ felt from  unavoidable

sacrifice of nurses

Guilt and doubt about not providing
well-timed nursing
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