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Abstract: This paper aims to examine how and why the role of Seoul National University has evolved through
the formation of Seoul National University’s entreprencurial ecosystems (SNUEEs). To identify this, we used
secondary data on SNU entreprencurship and did in-depth interviews with 17 student entrepreneurs and
supportive actors in the ccosystems. First, the university-industry cooperation policy and the first start-up boom
in the late 1990s gave rise to the first generation of SNUEEs. They entered the second generation with the
second start-up boom in 2010. The third generation emerged through the government's start-up support policy and
the venture investment market revitalization in 2017. Second, SNUEEs have experienced transformations of the
university’s role from an ‘ivory tower’ to a ‘feeder of knowledge and labor’ and have become a ‘hub of knowledge
networks.” Third, hub institutions and organizations were established and supported by government policies,

and networks of SNUEEs have been embedded in these hub institutions and organizations. SNUEEs as a hub
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university are evolving through the formation of a voluntary entrepreneurial culture by student entreprencurs,

the supportive policy at the university level, and the establishment of linkages with the region where the

university is located.

Key Words : entreprencurship, university entreprencurial ecosystems, hub university, student entrepreneur,
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