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A Study on the Health Research of Sexual Minorities in Korea

Lee, Yunjung
Assistant Professor, Seoul Women's College of Nursing, Seoul, Republic of Korea

This paper reviewed the past social discussion and health research results on sexual minorities to suggest a future direction. Studies have been
done to increase the social inclusion of sexual minorities and promote the health of sexual minorities. However, there is still a lot of exclusive
awareness of sexual minorities in Korean society, and the researchers have not identified their health status. Studies have shown that factors
that hinder lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and intersex (LGBTI) people from accessing medical services are the lack of knowledge and
awareness of LGBTI people and attitudes not inclusive of LGBTI people's culture. Thus, it is necessary to identify the health status of each
sexual minority type and prepare health promotion measures accordingly in national health research. In addition, it is essential to provide
medical personnel with sexual minority education and introduce a sexual minority education curriculum that includes theory and practice into
the health care curriculum. The result of this paper may be able to act as a guide for future operation plans in health research on sexual
minorities.
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Table 1. Definition of LGBT People in Korea

Terms Definition
Lesbian Women who are attracted to and form deep relationships with other women
Gay Men who are attracted to and form deep relationships with other men
Bisexual Women or men who are attracted to and form deep relationships with other women and men
Pansexual Sexual, romantic, or emotional attraction towards people regardless of their sex or gender identity
Asexual The lack of sexual attraction to others, or a low interest in sexual activity. Distinguish from chastity or abstinence, which are
sexual behaviors driven by personal or religious beliefs
People whose gender identities differ from their respective sexes at birth. They include people who were recognized as male
Transgender  at birth but identify as female (MTF), those who were recognized as female at birth but identify as male (FTM), and those who
feel uncomfortable with the sexual distinction of either male or female regardless of their physical conditions
Queer or People who do not classify their sexual orientation as homosexual, bisexual, or heterosexual or their gender identity as male
Questioning  or female
Intersex People who possess organs expressing both male and female sexes from birth or during growth or who have physical conditions

that cannot easily be distinguished as either male or female

Source: Chingusai. Key results of the South Korean LGBTI community social needs assessment survey. Seoul: Korean Gay Men’'s Human Rights Group

Chingusai. 2014. p. 10.
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Figure 1. ‘I cannot accept homosexuals as my neighbors.” Country comparison (%)
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