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Abstract The purpose of this study was to identify the effect of problem solving ability and critical
thinking disposition on communication competency of nursing students. The subjects of this study
were 289 students at two universities located in C and G province. The collected data were analyzed
by multiple regression analysis. The results showed that communication competency of nursing
students was positively correlated with problem solving ability and critical thinking disposition.
Communication competency was explained 40.6% of the variance in critical thinking and problem
solving ability. Therefore, in order to improve the communication competency of nursing students,
it is necessary to develop an educational program that improves critical thinking disposition and
problem solving ability.
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Table 1. Degree of Communication Competence,
Problem Solving Ability and Critical

Thinking Disposition (N=289)

Variables MeantSD | Reference range
Communication Competence 3.87x0.49 2.33~5.00
Problem Solving Ability 3.7610.42 2.11~5.00
Problem Specification 3.94+0.53 2.00~5.00
Cause Analysis 3.75+0.44 2.50~5.00
Alternative Development 3.70£0.51 1.70~5.00
Planning and Execution 3.70+0.57 2.00~5.00
Performance Assessment 3.82+0.49 2.10~5.00
Critical Thinking Disposition 3.81+0.49 2.00~5.00
Intellectual Eagerness 3.71+0.75 1.20~5.00
Prudence 3.850.74 1.00~5.00
Self-Confidence 3.7910.66 2.00~5.00

Variables MeanSD | Reference range
Systematicity 3.567+0.75 1.00~5.00
Intellectual Fairness 4.01£0.59 2.25~5.00
Healthy Skepticism 3.66+0.65 1.50~5.00
Objectivity 4.08+0.61 1.67~5.00
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Table 2. Differences in Communication Competence, Problem Solving Ability, and Critical Thinking

Disposition
Communication Problem Solving Critical
Variables Categories N % Competen(;e = Ability t = Thinking Dlspotsmor']:
M£SD or M£SD or M£SD or
() (o) (o)
1st 48 166 | 3.87+0.53 3.80£0.51 3.90+0.59
rad 2nd 74 256 | 3.8840.48 0.02 3.8040.43 085 3.83+0.48 0.97
rade
3rd 130 | 450 | 3.87:049 | (997) | 3742040 | (470) | 378:045 | (407)
4th 37 12.8 | 3.89+0.48 3.69+0.40 3.730.51
Gond Male 73 253 | 3.73%0.50 287 3.74+0.47 057 3.75+0.53 108
enaer
Female 216 747 | 392:048 | (004) | 377:+0.41 | (570) | 382:0.48 | (283)
Unsatisfaction 58 201 3.95+0.43 3.73x0.42 3.79+0.47
Satisfaction with 1.08 0.93 0.20
tho Major Moderate 52 180 | 3.82+0.51 (341) 3712050 | (oo | 378060 | (o
Satisfaction 179 61.9 | 3.8740.50 3.79+0.40 3.82+0.46
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Table 3. Correlations among Communication Competence,

Problem Solving Ability, and Critical
Thinking Disposition (N=289)
Communication Problem Critical
unicatl Solving Thinking
Competence i . "
o) Ability Disposition
2 r(p)
Communication 1
Competence
Problem Solving
Abilty B1¢coon !
Critical Thinking
Disposition .65(¢.001) .81(€.001) 1
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Table 4. Factors Affecting the Communication Competence of the Subjects (N=289)
Variables B S. E. B t P Tolerance VIF
(Constant) 1.03 19 5.35 €.001
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